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MR.    PITT. 


The  circumstances  of  liis  celebrated  antagonist's 
situation  were  as  different  from  his  own  as  could 
well  be  imagined.  It  was  not  merely  disparity  of 
years  by  which  they  were  distinguished  ;  all  the 
hereditary  prejudices  under  whicii  the  one  appeared 
before  the  country  were  as  unfavourable,  as  the 
prepossessions  derived  from  his  father's  character 
and  renown  were  auspicious  to  tlie  entrance  of  the 
other  upon  the  theatre  of  public  affairs.  The  grief, 
indeed,  was  yet  recent  which  the  people  had  felt 
for  the  loss  of  Lord  Chatham's  genius,  so  proudly 
towering  above  all  party  views  and  personal  ties,  so 
entirely  devoted  to  the  cause  of  his  principles  and 
his  patriotism — when  his  son  appeared  to  take  his 
station,  and  contest  the  first  rank  in  tlie  popular 
affection  with  the   son  of  him   whose  policy  and 
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parts  liad  been  sunk  into  obscurity  by  the  superior 
lustre    of  his  rival's   capacity  and    virtues.     But 
the  young  statesman's  own    talents   and   conduct 
made  good  the  claim  which  his  birth   preferred. 
At  an  age  when  others  are  but  entering  upon  the 
study  of  state  affairs  and  the  practice  of  debating, 
he  came  forth  a  mature  politician,  a  finished  orator, — 
even,  as  if  by  inspiration,  an  accomplished  debater. 
His  knowledge,  too,  was  not  confined  to  the  study  of 
the  classics,  though  with  these  he  was  familiarly  con- 
versant ;  the  more  severe  pursuits  of  Cambridge  had 
imparted  to  him  some  acquaintance  with  the  stricter 
sciences  which  have  had  their  home  upon  the  banks 
of  the  Granta  since  Newton  made  them  his  abode ; 
and  with  political  philosophy  he  was  more  familiar 
than  most  Englishmen  of  his  own  age.     Having 
prepared  himself,  too,  for  being  called  to  the  bar, 
and  both  attended  on  courts  of  justice  and  frequented 
the  Western  Circuit,  he  had  more  knowledge  and 
habits  of  business  than  can  fall  to  the  share  of  our 
young  patricians ; — the  material  out  of  which  British 
statesmen  are  for  the  most  part  fashioned  by  an 
attendance  upon  debates  in  Parliament,  and  a  study 
of  newspapers  in  the  clubs.     Happy  had  he  not  too 
soon  removed  into  office  from  the  prosecution  of 
studies  which  his  rapid  political  success  broke  off 
never  to  be  resumed  !    For  the  leading  defect  of  his 
life,  which  is  seen  through  all  his  measures,  and 
which  not  even  his  great  capacity  and  intense  in- 
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(lustry  could  supply,  was  an  ignorance  of  the  prin- 
ciples upon  which  large  plans  are  to  be  framed,  and 
nations  to  be  at  once  "guided  and  improved.  As 
soon  as  he  entered  upon  official  duties,  his  time 
was  at  the  mercy  of  every  one  who  had  a  claim  to 
prefer,  a  grievance  to  complain  of,  or  a  nostrum  to 
propound  ;  nor  could  the  hours  of  which  the  day 
consists  suffice  at  once  to  give  all  these  their  au- 
dience;  to  transact  the  routine  business  of  his  sta- 
tion ;  to  direct  or  to  counteract  the  intrigues  of 
party  ;  and,  at  the  same  time,  to  learn  all  that  his 
sudden  transplanting  from  the  study  to  the  Cabinet, 
and  from  the  Bar  to  the  Senate,  had  of  necessity  left 
unlearnt.* 

From  hence,  anil  fiom  the  temptation  always 
afforded  in  times  of  difficulty  to  avoid  as  much  as 
possible  all  unnecessary  embarrassments  and  all 
risks  not  forced  upon  hiui,  arose  the  peculiarity 
which  marks  his  story,  and  marks  it  in  a  way  not 
less  hurtful  to  his  own  renown,  through  after  ages, 
than  unforttniate  for  his  country.  With  more 
power  than  any  minister  ever  possessed — with  an 
Opposition  whicli  rather  was  a  help  than  a  hin- 
drance to  him  during  the  greater  part  of  his  rule — 
with  a  friendly  Court,  an  obsequious  Parliament,  a 
confiding  people  — he  held  the  supreme  place  in  the 

*  When  the  conversatiou  once  rolled  upon  the  quality 
most  required  in  a  prime  minister,  Mr.  Pitt  said,  "No — 
patience  is  that  quality.' 
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public  councils  for  many  years,  and,  excepting  the 
Union  with  Ireland,  which  was  forced  upon  him  by 
a  rebellion,  and  which  was  both  corruptly  and  im- 
perfectly carried,  so  as  to  produce  the  smallest  pos- 
sible benefit  to  either  country,  he  has  not  left  a 
single  measure  beliind  him  for  which  the  commu- 
nity, whose  destinies  he  so  long  swayed,  has  any 
reason  to  respect  his  memory ;  while,  by  want  of 
firmness,  he  was  the  cause  of  an  impolicy  and  ex- 
travagance, the  effects  of  which  are  yet  felt,  and  will 
oppress'us  beyond  the  life  of  the  youngest  now  alive. 
It  is  assuredly  not  to  Mr.  Pitt's  sinking-fund 
that  we  allude,  as  showing  his  defective  political 
resources ;  that  scheme,  now  exploded,  after  being 
gradually  given  up  by  all  adepts  in  the  science  of 
finance,  was  for  many  years  their  favourite ;  nor 
can  he  in  this  particular  be  so  justly  charged,  as 
he  well  may  in  all  the  rest  of  his  measures,  with 
never  having  gone  before  his  age,  and  not  always 
being  upon  a  level  with  the  wisdom  of  his  own 
times.  Yet  may  it  be  confessed  that,  his  financial 
administration  being  the  main  feature  in  his  official 
history,  all  his  other  plans  are  allowed  to  have  been 
failures  at  the  time;  and  this,  the  only  exception, 
began  to  be  questioned  before  his  decease,  and  has 
long  been  abandoned.*     Neither  should  we  visit 

*  It  was  Dr.  Price's  Plan ;  and  he  complained  that  of 
the  three  schemes  proposed  by  him,  Mr.  Pitt  had  selected 
the  worst. 
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liarshly  the  entire  c-liaiige  of  liis  opinions  upon  the 
great  question  of  Kefonn  ;  albeit  the  question  with 
which  his  claims  to  public  favour  commenced,  and 
on  his  support  of  which  his  early  popularity  and 
power  were  almost  wholly  g-rounded.  But  the 
force  must  be  admitted,  of  the  defence  urged  for 
his  conversion,  that  the  alarms  raised  in  the  most 
reflecting  minds  by  the  French  Revolution,  and  its 
cognate  excitement  among  ourselves,  justified  a  re- 
consideration of  the  opinions  originally  entertained 
upon  our  Parliamentary  system,  am!  might  induce 
an  honest  alteration  of  them.  But  that  any  such 
considerations  could  ever  justify  him  in  lending 
himself  to  the  persecution  of  his  former  associates 
in  that  cause,  may  be  peremptorily  denied  ;  and  in 
aid  of  this  denial,  it  may  be  asked,  what  w'ould  have 
been  said  of  Mr,  Wilberforce,  and  the  other  aboli- 
tionists, had  they,  on  account  of  some  dreadful  de- 
solation of  our  colonies  by  negro  insurrection,  sud- 
denly joined  in  proscribing  and  persecuting  all  who, 
after  they  themselves  had  left  the  cause,  should  have 
contiimetl  to  devote  their  efforts  to  its  pnmiotion  ? 
But  the  main  charge  against  Mr.  Pitt  is  his  having 
suffered  himself  to  be  led  away  by  the  alarms  of  the 
Court,  and  the  zeal  of  his  new  allies,  the  Burke  and 
Windham  party,  from  the  ardent  love  of  peace 
which  he  professed  and  undoubtedly  felt,  to  the 
eager  support  of  the  war  against  France,  M'hich 
might  well  have  been  avoided  had  he  but  stood 
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fi  rm.  The  deplorable  consequences  of  this  change 
in  his  conduct  are  too  well  known:  they  are  still 
too  sensibly  felt.  But  are  the  motives  of  it  wholly 
free  from  suspicion  ?  Cui  bono  ?  was  the  question 
put  by  the  Roman  lawyer  when  the  person  really 
guilty  of  any  act  was  sought  for.  "  Whom  does  it 
profit  ?  " — A  similar  question  may  often  be  put, 
without  any  want  of  charity,  when  we  are  in  quest 
of  the  motives  which  prompted  a  doubtful  or  sus- 
picious course  of  action,  proved  by  experience  to 
have  been  disastrous  to  the  world.  That,  as  the 
chief  of  a  party,  Mr,  Pitt  was  incalculably  a  gainer 
by  the  event  which,  for  a  while,  well-nigh  annihi- 
lated the  Opposition  to  his  Ministry,  and  left  that 
Opposition  crippled  as  long  as  the  war  lasted,  no 
man  can  doubt.  That,  independent  of  its  breaking 
up  the  Whig  party,  the  war  gave  their  antago- 
nist a  constant  lever  wherewithal  to  move  at  will 
both  parliament  and  people,  as  long  as  the  sinews 
of  war  could  be  obtained  from  the  resources  of  the 
country,  is  at  least  as  unquestionable  a  fact. 

But  that  he  very  soon  opened  his  eyes  to  the  disas- 
trous effects  of  the  war  is  certain.  The  violence 
and  misrepresentations  of  party  long  concealed  the 
truth,  and  left  men  to  doubt  whether  or  not  the 
minister  was  desirous  of  a  peace  which  should  -re- 
stoi-e  prosperity  to  his  own  country  and  impose 
bounds  to  the  wide-spreading  conquests  of  the 
enemy.     It  was  even  very  confidently  affirmed  that 
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lie  was  unf()r;j^iving  towards  jMr.  Wilberforce,  wlio 
brought  forward  a  motion  wliicli  it  was  alleged — 
falsely  though  confidently  alleged — forced  him  re- 
luctantly into  a  negotiation  with  France.  The 
most  ample  contradiction  of  these  factious  slanders 
has  now  been  given  to  the  world  by  Lord  Malmes- 
bury's  publication  of  his  grandfather's  papers — a 
ptiblication  which  I  am  very  far  from  approving 
in  all  its  parts,  but  which  bears  the  most  honour- 
able testimony  to  Mr.  Pitt's  conduct  in  many 
essential  particulars.  No  one  can  rise  from  a 
perusal  of  the  ambassador's  '  Diary  and  Corre- 
s[)on(k'nce'  without  feeling  at  once  how  amiable  and 
honourable  Mr.  Pitt  was  in  all  the  relations  of 
private  life,  and  how  sincerely  desirous  he  was  of 
making  peace  with  the  Executive  Directory,  almost 
at  any  price.  The  falsehoods  caused  by  factious 
virulence,  and  believed  by  the  blindness  of  dupes, 
never  received  a  more  complete  exposure. 

He  may  indeed  well  have  felt  conscious  that  to 
preside  over  the  war  was  not  his  natural  vocation. 
His  conduct  in  it  betrayed  no  extent  of  views,  no 
commanding  notions  of  policy.  Anything  more 
commonplace  can  hardly  be  imagined.  To  form 
one  coalition  after  another  in  Germany,  and  sub- 
sidise the  allies  with  millions  of  free  gift,  or  aid 
them  with  profuse  loans,  until  all  the  powers  in 
our  pay  were  defeated  in  succession,  and  most  of 
them  either  destroyed  or  converted  into  tools  of  the 
enemy — such  were  all  the  resources  of  his  diplo- 


12  STATESMEN  OF  TIME  OF  GEORGE  III. 

matic  skill.     To  shun  any  effectual  conflict  with 
the  enemy,  while  he  wasted  our  military  force  in 
petty  expeditions ;    to  occupy  forts,  and   capture 
colonies,  which,   if  France  prevailed  in  Europe, 
were  useless  acquisitions,  only  increasing  the  amount 
of  the  slave-trade,  and  carrying  abroad  our  own 
capital,  and  which,  if  France  were  beaten  in  Eu- 
rope, would  all  of  themselves  fall  into  our  hands — 
such  was  the  whole  scheme  of  his  warlike  policy. 
The  operations  of  our  navy,  which  were  undertaken 
as  a  matter  of  course,  and  would  have  been  per- 
formed, and  must  have  led  to  our  brilliant  mari- 
time  successes,    whoever   was   the   minister,   nay, 
whether  or  not  there  was  any  minister  at  all,  may 
be  added  to  the  account ;  but  can  have  little  or  no 
influence  upon  the  estimate  to  be  formed  of  his 
belligerent  administration.      When,   after  a  most 
culpable  refusal  to  treat  with  Napoleon  in  1800 — 
the  work  of  his  associates,  and  chiefly  of  the  Can- 
ning school — a  refusal  grounded   on    the  puerile 
hope  of  the   newly-gotten  Consular  power  being 
soon  overthrown,  he  found  it  impossible  any  longer 
to  continue  the  ruinous  expenditure  of  the  war,  he 
retired,  placing  in  his  office  a  friend,  with  whom  he 
quarrelled  for  refusing  to  retire  when  he  was  bid- 
den.*   But  the  ostensible  ground  of  his  resignation 
w^as  the  King's  bigoted  refusal  to  emancipate  the 

*  Lord  Malmesbury's  Papers  show,  in  a  very  remarkable 
manner,  how  extremely  reluctant  Mr.  Pitt  was  to  break  with. 
Mr.  Addington  (see  infra,  Canning). 
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Irish  catholics.  Notiiiiiy  couki  have  more  redoimdttl 
to  his  glory  than  this.  IJut  lie  resumed  office  in 
1804,  refused  to  make  any  stipulation  for  those  same 
catholics,  and  always  opposed  those  who  urged  their 
claims,  on  the  utterly  unconstitutional  ground  of  the 
king's  personal  prejudices;  a  ground  quite  as  solid  for 
vieldinLj  to  that  monarch  in  1801  as  for  not  ur<rin"- 
him  in  1804.  It  was  quite  as  discreditable  to  liim 
that,  on  the  same  occasion,  after  pressing  Mr.  Fox 
upon  George  III.  as  an  accession  of  strength  neces- 
sary for  well  carrying  on  the  war,  he  agreed  to  take 
office  without  any  such  accession,  rather  than  thwart 
the  personal  antipathy,  the  capricioiisness,  the  de- 
spicable antipathy  of  that  narrow-minded  and  vin- 
dictive jirince  against  the  most  illustrious  of  his 
subjects.* 

*  It  is  a  singular  instance  of  the  groat  effects  of  trivial 
circumstances  that  the  following  anecdote  has  been  pre- 
served:— During  the  co-operation  of  all  parties  against  Mr. 
Addiugton's  Government  in  the  spring  of  1804,  Mr.  Pitt 
and  Mr.  C.  Long  were  one  night  passing  the  door  of 
Brooks's  Club-house  on  their  way  from  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, when  Mr.  Pitt,  who  had  not  been  there  since  the 
Coalition  of  1784,  said  he  had  a  great  mind  to  go  in  and 
sup.  His  wai'y  friend  said,  "  I  think  you  had  better  not," 
and  turned  aside  the  well-conceived  intention.  \Vhen  we 
reflect  on  the  high  favour  Mr.  Pitt  then  was  in  with  the 
Whigs,  and  consider  the  nature  of  Mr.  Fox  as  well  as  his 
own,  we  can  have  little  doubt  of  the  cordial  friendship  which 
such  a  night  would  have  cemented,  and  tliat  the  union  of  the 
two  parties  would  have  been  complete. 

b3 
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These  are  heavy  charges  ;  but  I  fear  the  worst 
remains  to  be  urged  against  the  conduct  of  this 
eminent  person.  No  man  felt  more  strongly  on 
the  subject  of  the  African  Slave  Trade  than  he ; 
and  all  who  heard  him  are  agreed  that  his  speeches 
asrainst  it  were  the  finest  of  his  noble  orations.  Yet 
did  he  continue  for  eighteen  years  of  his  life,  suffer- 
ing every  one  of  his  colleagues,  nay,  of  his  mere 
underlings  in  office,  to  vote  against  the  question 
of  Abolition,  if  they  thought  fit ;  men,  the  least 
inconsiderable  of  whom  durst  no  more  have 
thwarted  him  upon  any  of  the  more  trifling  mea- 
sures of  his  government,  than  they  durst  have 
thrust  their  heads  into  the  fire.  Even  the  foreign 
slave-trade,  and  the  traffic  which  his  war  policy 
had  trebled  by  the  captured  enemy's  colonies,  he 
suffered  to  grow  and  prosper  under  the  fostering 
influence  of  British  capital  ;  and  after  letting  years 
and  years  glide  away,  and  hundreds  of  thousands 
be  torn  from  their  own  country,  and  carried  to 
perpetual  misery  in  ours,  while  one  stroke  of  his 
pen  could,  at  any  moment,  have  stopped  it  for  ever, 
he  only  could  be  brought  to  issue,  a  few  months 
before  his  death,  the  Order  in  Council  which  at 
length  destroyed  the  pestilence.  This  is  by  far 
the  gravest  charge  to  which  Mr.  Pitt's  memory  is 
exposed. 

If  from  the  statesman  we  turn  to  the  orator,  the 
contrast  is  indeed  marvellous.     He  is  to  be  placed, 
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without  any  doubt,  in  the  iiigliest  class.  AVith  a 
sparin<^  use  of  ornanieiit,  harilly  indulging  more  in 
figures,  or  even  in  figurative  expression,  than  the 
most  severe  examples  of  ancient  chasteness  allowed 
—  with  little  variety  of  style,  hardly  any  of  the 
graces  of  manner — he  no  sooner  rose  than  he  car- 
ried away  every  hearer,  and  ke{)t  the  attention 
fixed  ami  uiiHagging  till  it  pleased  him  to  let  it  go ; 
and  then 

"  So  charming  left  his  voice,  that  we,  awhile, 

Still  thought  him  speaking,  still  stood  fix'd  to  hear/' 

Tills  magical  effect  was  produced  by  his  unbroke<i 
flow,  which  never  for  a  moment  left  the  hearer  in 
pain  or  doubt,  and  yet  was  not  the  mean  fluency  of 
mere  relaxation,  requiring  no  effort  of  the  speaker, 
but  imposing  on  the  listener  a  heavy  task  ;  by  his 
lucid  arrangement,  which  made  all  parts  of  the 
most  complicated  subject  cpiit  their  entanglement, 
and  fall  each  into  its  place  ;  by  the  clearness  of  his 
statements,  whicli  presented  at  once  a  i)icture  to 
the  mind  ;  by  the  forcible  appeals  to  strict  reason 
and  strong  feeling,  which  formed  the  great  staple 
of  the  discourse  ;  by  the  majesty  of  the  diction  ;  by 
the  depth  and  fulness  of  the  most  sonorous  voice, 
and  the  unbending  dignity  of  the  manner,  which 
ever  reminded  us  that  we  were  in  the  presence  of 
more  than  an  advocate  or  debater — that  there  stood 
before  us  a  ruler  of  the  people.  Such  were  inva- 
riably the  effects  of  this  singular  eloquence ;  and 
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they  were  as  certainly  produced  on  ordinary  occa- 
sions, as  in  those  grander  displays  when  he  rose 
to  the  height  of  some  great  argument ;  or  indulged 
in  vehement  invective  against  some  individual,  and 
variegated  his  speech  with  that  sarcasm  of  which 
he  was  so  great  a  master,  and  indeed  so  little 
sparing  an  employer ;  although  even  here  all  was 
uniform  and  consistent ;  nor  did  anything,  in  any 
mood  of  mind,  ever  drop  fi-om  him  that  was  un- 
suited  to  the  majestic  frame  of  the  whole,  or  could 
disturb  the  serenity  of  the  full  and  copious  flood 
rolled  along. 

But  if  such  was  the  unfailing  impression  at  first 
produced,  and  which,  for  a  season  absorbing  the 
faculties,  precluded  all  criticism  ;  upon  reflection, 
faults  and  imperfections  certainly  were  disclosed. 
There  prevailed  a  monotony  in  the  matter,  as  well 
as  in  the  manner ;  and  even  tlie  delightful  voice 
which  so  long  prevented  this  from  being  felt,  was 
itself  almost  without  any  variety  of  tone.  All 
things  were  said  nearly  in  the  same  way ;  as  if  by 
some  curious  machine,  periods  were  rounded  and 
flung  off";  as  if,  in  like  moulds,  though  of  different 
sizes,  ideas  were  shaped  and  brought  out.  His 
composition  was  correct  enough,  but  not  peculiarly 
felicitous ;  his  English  was  sufficiently  pure  with- 
out being  at  all  racy,  or  various,  or  brilliant ;  his 
style  was,  by  Mr.  Windham,  called  "  a  state  paper 
style,"   in  allusion  to  its  combined  dignity  and  po- 
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verty  ;  and  the  same  nice  observer,  referring  to  the 
eminently  skilful  wiiy  in  which  he  balanced  his 
phrases,  sailed  near  the  wind,  and  seemed  to  dis- 
close much  whilst  he  kept  the  greater  part  of  his 
nieaning  to  himself,  declaral  that  "  he  verily  be- 
lieved Mr.  Pitt  could  speak  a  King's  speech  off- 
hand." His  declamation  was  admirable,  mingling 
with  and  clothing  the  argument,  as  to  be  good  for 
any  thing  declamation  always  must ;  and  no  more 
separable  from  the  reasoning  than  the  heat  is  from 
the  metal  in  a  stream  of  lava.  Yet,  with  all  this 
excellence,  the  last  effect  of  the  highest  eloquence 
was  for  the  most  part  wanting ;  we  seldom  forgot 
the  speaker,  or  lost  the  artist  in  the  work.  He 
was  earnest  enough  ;  he  seemed  quite  sincere ;  he 
was  moved  himself  as  he  would  move  us  ;  we  even 
went  along  with  him,  and  forgot  otirsdvcs ;  but  we 
hardly  forgot  him;  and  while  thrilled  with  the 
glow  which  his  burning  words  diffused,  or  transfixed 
with  wonder  at  so  marvellous  a  display  of  skill,  we 
yet  felt  that  it  was  admiration  of  a  consummate 
artist  which  filled  us,  and  that  after  all  we  were 
present  at  an  exhibition  ;  gazing  upon  a  wonderful 
performer  indeed,  but  still  a  performer. 

We  have  ventured  to  name  the  greatest  displays 
of  Mr.  Fox's  oratory ;  and  it  is  fit  we  should  at- 
tempt as  much  by  his  illustrious  rival's.  Tiie 
speech  on  the  war,  in  1803,  which,  by  an  accident 
that  befell  the  gallerj-,  was  never  reported,  is  ge- 
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nerally  supposed  to  have  excelled  all  his  other 
performances  in  vehement  and  spirit-stirring  decla- 
mation ;  and  this  may  be  the  more  easily  believed 
when  we  know  that  Mr.  Fox,  in  his  reply,  said, 
"  The  orators  of  antiquity  would  have  admired,  pro- 
bably would  have  envied  it."  The  last  half  hour 
is  described  as  having  been  one  unbroken  torrent 
of  the  most  majestic  declamation.  Of  those  speeches 
which  are  in  any  degree  preserved  (though  it  must 
be  remarked  that  the  characteristics  now  given  of 
his  eloquence  show  how  much  of  it  was  sure  to 
escape  even  the  fullest  transcript  that  could  be 
given  of  the  words),  the  finest  in  all  probability  is 
that  upon  the  peace  of  1783  and  the  Coalition, 
when  he  so  happily  closed  his  magnificent  perora- 
tion by  that  noble  yet  simple  figure,  "  And  if  this 
inauspicious  union  be  not  already  consummated,  in 
the  name  of  my  country  I  forbid  the  banns."  But 
all  authorities  agree  in  placing  his  speech  on  the 
Slave  Trade,  in  1791,  before  any  other  effort  of  his 
genius ;  because  it  combined,  with  the  most  impas- 
sioned declamation,  the  deepest  pathos,  the  most 
lively  imagination,  and  the  closest  reasoning.  I 
have  it  from  Lord  Wellesley,  who  sat  beside  him 
on  this  memorable  occasion,  that  its  effects  on 
Mr.  Fox  were  manifest  during  the  whole  period  of 
the  delivery,  wliile  Mr.  Sheridan  expressed  his 
feelings  in  the  most  hearty  and  even  passionate 
terms ;  and  I  have  it  from  Mr.  Windham  that  he 
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walked  home  lost  in  amazement  at  the  compass,  till 
then  nnkuow  M  to  him,  of  hiiiiuui  eloijuence.  It  is 
from  the  former  source  of  information  that  I  derive 
the  singular  fact  of  the  orator's  health  at  the  time 
being  such  as  to  require  his  retirement  immediately 
before  he  rose,  in  order  to  take  a  medicine  required 
for  allaying  the  violent  irritation  of  his  stomach. 

Let  it,  iiowever,  be  ackled,  that  he  was  from  the 
first  a  finished  debater,  although  certainly  practice 
and  the  habit  of  command  had  given  him  more 
perfect  qinckness  in  perceiving  an  advantage  and 
availing  himself  of  an  oj)einng,  as  it  were,  in  the 
adverse  battle,  with  tlie  skill  and  the  rapidity 
wherewith  our  Wellington,  in  an  instant,  perceiv- 
ing the  columns  of  Marmont  somewhat  too  widely 
separated,  executed  the  movement  that  gave  him 
the  victory  of  Salamanca.  So  did  Mr.  Pitt  over- 
throw his  great  antagonist  on  the  Regency,  and  in 
some  other  conflicts.  It  may  be  further  observed, 
that  never  was  any  kind  of  eloquenre,  or  any  cast 
of  talents  more  perfectly  suited  to  the  position  of 
leading  the  Government  forces,  keeping  up  the 
spirits  of  his  followers  under  disii^ter,  encouraging 
them  to  stand  a  galling  adverse  fire,  above  all,  pre- 
senting them  and  the  friendly  though  neutral 
portion  of  the  audience,  with  reasons  or  with  plau- 
sible pretexts  for  giving  the  Government  that  sup- 
port which  the  one  class  desired  to  give,  and  the 
other  had  no  disposition  to  withhold.     Tlie  efiects 
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which  his  cahii  and  dignified,  yet  earnest,  manner 
produced  on  these  classes,  and  the  impression 
which  it  left  on  their  minds,  have  been  admirably 
portrayed  by  one  of  the  most  able  among  them, 
and  with  his  well-chosen  words  this  imperfect 
sketch  of  so  great  a  subject  may  be  closed  : — 
"  Every  part  of  his  speaking,  in  sentiment,  in  lan- 
guage, and  in  delivery,  evidently  bore  the  stamp  of 
his  character.  All  communicated  a  definite  and 
varied  apprehension  of  the  qualities  of  strenuous- 
ness  without  bustle,  unlaboured  intrepidity,  and 
severe  greatness."* 

Nothing  that  we  have  yet  said  of  this  extraor- 
dinary person  has  touched  upon  his  private  cha- 
racter, unless  so  far  as  the  graver  faults  of  the 
politician  must"  ever  border  upon  the  vices  or  the 
frailties  of  the  man.  But  it  must  be  admitted, 
what  even  his  enemies  were  willing  to  confess,  that 
in  his  failings,  or  in  his  delinquencies,  there  was 
nothing  mean,  paltry,  or  low.  His  failings  were 
ascribed  to  love  of  power  and  of  glory ;  and  pride 
was  the  harshest  feature  that  disfigured  him  to  the 
public  eye.  We  doubt  if  this  can  all  be  said  with 
perfect  justice ;  still  more  that,  if  it  could,  any 
satisfactory  defence  would  thus   be  made.      The 

*  Quarterly  Review,  August,  1819. — Supposed  by  some  to 
be  by  Mr.  J.  H.  Frere,  but  avowedly  by  an  intimate  per- 
sonal friend.  I  have  ascertained  it  to  be  the  work  of  my 
late  lamented  friend  Sir  Eobert  Grant. 
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ambition  cannot  be  pronounced  very  lofty  whicli 
showed  that  place,  mere  higli  station,  was  so  dear 
to  it  as  to  be  sought  without  regard  to  its  just  con- 
comitant, power,  and  clung  by,  after  being  stript 
of  this,  the  only  attribute  tliat  can  recommend  it 
to  noble  minds.  Yet  he  well  described  his  office 
as  "  the  pride  of  his  heart  and  the  pleasure  of  his 
life,"  when  boasting  that  he  had  sacrificed  it  to  his 
engagements  with  Ireland  at  the  Union  ;  and  tlien, 
within  a  very  short  period,  he  proved  that  the 
pleasure  and  the  pride  were  far  too  dearly  loved  to 
let  him  tidnk  of  that  tie  when  he  ag-ain  grasped 
them,  wholly  crippled,  and  deprived  of  all  power 
to  carry  a  single  measure  of  importance.  Nor  can 
any  thirst  for  power  itself,  any  ambition,  be  it  of 
the  most  exalted  kind,  ever  justify  the  measures 
which  he  contrived  for  putting  to  death  those 
former  coadjutors  of  his  own,  whose  leading  object 
was  reform ;  even  if  they  had  overstepped  the 
bounds  of  law,  in  the  pursuit  of  their  common 
purpose.  His  conduct  on  the  slave-trade  falls 
within  the  same  view ;  and  leaves  a  dark  shade 
resting  upon  his  reputation  as  a  man,  a  shade 
which,  God  be  praise<i,  few  would  take,  to  be  the 
first  of  orators  and  greatest  of  ministers. 

In  private  life  he  was  singularly  amiable ;  his 
spirits  were  naturally  buoyant  and  even  playful ; 
his  affections  warm  ;  his  veracity  scrupulously 
exact ;  his  integrity  wholly  Avithout  a  stain ;  and, 
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although  he  was,  from  his  situation,  cut  off  from 
most  of  thfi  relations  of  domestic  life,  as  a  son  and 
a  brother  he  was  perfect,  and  no  man  was  more 
fondly  beloved  or  more  sincerely  mourned  by  his 
friends.* 

It  was  a  ^circumstance  broadly  distinguishing  the 
parliamentary  position  of  the  two  great  leaders 
whom  we  have  been  surveying,  that  while  the  one 
had  to  fight  the  whole  battle  of  his  government  for 
many  years,  the  first  and  most  arduous  of  his  life, 
if  not  single  handed,  yet  with  but  one  coadjutor  of 
any  power,  the  other  was  surrounded  by  "  troops 
of  friends,"  any  one  of  whom  might  well  have 
borne  the  foremost  part.  Against  such  men  as 
Burke,  AVindham,  Sheridan,  North,  Erskine,  Lee, 
Barre, — Mr.  Pitt  could  only  set  Mr.  Dundas ;  and 
it  is  certainly  the  most  astonishing  part  of  his  his- 
tory, that  against  such  a  phalanx,  backed  by  the 
majority  of  the  Commons,   he  could  struggle  all 

*  The  story  told  of  his  refusing  to  marry  Mademoiselle 
Necker  (afterwards  Madame  de  Stael),  when  the  match  vas 
proposed  by  the  father,  rests  upon  a  true  foundation ;  but  the 
form  of  the  answer,  "  That  he  was  already  married  to  his 
-'Country,"  has,  unless  it  was  a  jest,  which  is  very  possible,  no 
more  foundation  than  the  dramatic  exit  described  by  Mr. 
Kose  in  the  House  of  Commons,  when  he  stated  "  Oh  my 
country  "  to  have  been  his  last  words — though  it  is  certain 
that,  for  many  hours,  he  only  uttered  incoherent  sentences. 
Such  things  were  too  theatrical  for  so  great  a  man,  and  of 
too  vulgar  a  caste  for  so  consummate  a  performer,  had  he 
stooped  to  play  a  part  in  such  circumstances. 
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through  the  first  session  of  his  aihiiiiiistration. 
Indeed,  had  it  not  been  for  the  support  winch  he 
received  both  from  the  Court  and  the  Lords,  and 
from  the  I'eople,  who  were  justly  offended  with  the 
unnatural  coalition  of  his  adversaries,  that  session 
would  not  only  have  been  nmrvellous  but  impossible. 


(     24     ) 
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Of  Mr.  Fox'b  adherents  who  liave  just  been  named, 
the  most  remarkable  certainly  was  Mr.  Sheridan, 
and  with  all  his  faults,  and  all  his  failings,  and  all 
his  defects,  the  first  in  genius  and  greatest  in  power. 
When  the  illustrious  name  of  Erskine  appears  in 
the  bright  catalogue,  it  is  unnecessary  to  add  that 
we  here  speak  of  parliamentary  genius  and  political 
power. 

These  sketches  as  naturally  begin  with  a  notice 
of  the  means  by  which  the  great  rhetorical  com- 
batants Avere  brought  up,  and  trained  and  armed 
for  the  conflict,  as  Homer's  battles  do  with  the 
buckling  on  of  armour  and  other  note  of  prepara- 
tion, when  he  brings  his  warriors  forward  upon  the 
scene.  Of  Mr.  Slieridan,  any  more  than  of  Mr. 
Burke,  it  cannot  be  lamented,  as  of  almost  all 
other  English  statesmen,  that  he  came  prematurely 
into  public  life,  without  time  given  for  preparation 
by  study.  Yet  this  time  in  his  case  had  been  far 
otherwise  spent  than  in  Mr.  Burke's,  Though  his 
education  had  not  been  neglected,  for  he  was  bred 
at  Harrow,  and  with  Dr.  Parr,  yet  he  was  an  idle 
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and  a  listless  boy,  learning  as  little  as  possible,  and 
suffering  as  nuicli  wretchedness  ;  an  avowal  which 
to  the  end  of  his  life  he  never  ceased  to  make,  and 
to  make  in  a  very  affecting  manner.  Accordingly, 
he  brought  away  from  school  a  very  slender  pro- 
vision of  classical  learning ;  and  his  taste,  never 
correct  or  chaste,  was  wholly  formed  by  accpiaint- 
ance  with  the  English  poets  and  dramatists,  and 
perhaps  a  few  of  our  more  ordinary  prose-writers  ; 
for  in  no  other  language  could  he  read  witli  any- 
thing approacliing  to  ease.  Of  those  poets,  he 
most  jjroj't'sscd  to  admire  and  to  have  studied  Dry- 
den  ;  he  plainly  /lail  most  studied  Pope,  wliom  he 
always  vilified  and  always  imitated.  But  of  dra- 
matists his  passion  evidently  was  Cougreve,  and 
after  him,  Yanbrugh,  Farquhar,  even  Wycherley ; 
all  of  whoDi  served  for  the  model,  partly  even  for 
the  magazine  of  his  own  dramatic  writings,  as 
Pope  did  of  his  verses,  '  The  Duenna,'  however, 
is  formed  after  the  fashion  of  Gay ;  of  whom  it 
falls  further  short  than  the  '  School  for  Scandal ' 
does  of  Congreve.  That  his  plays  were  great  pro- 
ductions for  any  age,  astonishing  for  a  youth  of 
twenty-three  and  twenty-five,  is  unquestionable. 
Johnson  has  accounted  for  the  phenomenon  of 
Congreve,  at  a  still  earlier  period  of  life,  sliowing 
much  knowledge  of  the  world,  by  observing  that, 
on  a  close  examination,  his  dialogues  and  charac- 
ters might  have  been  gathered  from  books  "  with- 
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out  much  actual  commerce  with  mankind."  The 
same  can  hardly  be  said  of  the  '  School  for  Scan- 
dal ;'  but  the  author  wrote  it  when  he  was  five 
years  older  than  Congreve  had  been  at  the  date  of 
the  '  Old  Bachelor.' 

Thus  with  an  ample  share  of  literary  and  dra- 
matic reputation,  but  not  certainly  of  the  kind 
most  auspicious  for  a  statesman  ;  with  a  most  slen- 
der provision  of  knowledge  at  all  likely  to  be  useful 
in  political  affairs ;  with  a  position  by  birth  and 
profession  little  suited  to  command  the  respect  of 
the  most  aristocratic  country  in  Europe — the  son 
of  an  actor,  the  manasfer  himself  of  a  theatre — he 
came  into  that  parliament  which  was  enlightened 
by  the  vast  and  various  knowledge,  as  well  as  forti- 
fied and  adorned  by  the  more  choice  literary  fame 
of  a  Burke,  and  which  owned  the  sway  of  con- 
summate orators  like  Fox  and  Pitt.  His  first 
effort  was  vmambitious,  and  it  was  unsuccessful. 
Aiming  at  but  a  low  flight,  he  failed  in  that 
humble  attempt.  An  experienced  judge,  Woodfall, 
told  him  "  It  would  never  do ;"  and  counselled 
him  to  seek  again  the  more  congenial  atmosphere 
of  Drury-lane.  But  he  was  resolved  that  it  should 
do  ;  he  had  taken  his  part ;  and,  as  he  felt  the 
matter  was  in  him,  lie  vowed  not  to  desist  till  "  he 
had  brought  it  out."  What  he  wanted  in  acquired 
learning,  and  in  natural  quickness,  he  made  up  by 
indefatigable  industry  :  within  given  limits,  towards 
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a  present  object,  no  labour  could  daunt  Iiim  ;  no 
man  could  work  for  a  season  witli  more  steady 
and  unwearied  application.  By  constant  practice 
in  small  matters,  or  before  private  committees,  by 
diliti^ent  attendance  upon  all  (iei)ates,  by  lial)ilual 
intercourse  with  all  dealers  in  |)olitical  wares,  from 
the  chiefs  of  parties  and  their  more  refined  coteries 
to  the  providers  of  daily  discussion  for  the  j)id)lic 
and  the  chroniclers  of  parliamentary  speeches,  he 
trained  himself  to  a  facility  of  speaking,  absolutely 
essential  to  all  but  first-rare  genius,  and  all  but 
necessary  even  to  that  :  and  he  acquirefl  what 
acquaintance  with  the  science  of  polities  he  ever 
possessed,  or  his  speeches  ever  betrayed.  By  the.se 
steps  he  rose  to  the  rank  of  a  first-rate  speaker, 
and  as  great  a  flebater  as  a  want  of  readiness  and 
need  for  preparation  would  peimit. 

He  had  some  qualities  which  led  him  to  this 
rank,  and  which  only  required  the  habit  of  speech 
to  bring  them  out  into  successful  exhibition ;  a 
warm  imagination,  though  more  prone  to  repeat 
with  variations  the  combinations  of  others,  or  to 
combine  anew  their  creations,  than  to  brinsr  forth 
original  productions;  a  fierce,  dauntless  spirit  of 
attack;  a  familiariiy.  acquired  from  his  dramatic 
studies,  with  the  feeliniis  of  the  heart  and  the  ways 
to  touch  its  chords ;  a  facility  of  epigram  and 
point,  the  yet  more  direct  gift  of  the  same  theatri- 
cal apprenticeship;  an  excellent  manner,  not  un- 
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connected  with  that  experience ;  and  a  depth  of 
voice  which  perfectly  suited  the  tone  of  his  decla- 
mation, be  it  invective,  or  be  it  descriptive,  or  be 
it  impassioned.  His  wit,  derived  from  the  same 
source,  or  sharpened  by  the  same  previous  habits, 
was  eminently  brilliant,  and  almost  always  suc- 
cessful ;  it  was  like  all  his  speaking,  exceedingly 
prepared,  but  it  was  skilfully  introduced  and  hap- 
pily applied  ;  and  it  was  well  mingled  also  with 
humour,  occasionally  descending  to  farce.  How 
little  it  was  the  inspiration  of  the  moment  all  men 
were  aware  who  knew  his  habits ;  but  a  singular 
proof  of  this  was  presented  by  Mr.  Moore  when  he 
came  to  write  his  life  ;  for  we  there  find  given  to 
the  world,  with  a  frankness  which  must  almost 
have  made  their  author  shake  in  his  grave,  the 
secret  note-books  of  this  famous  wit ;  and  are  thus 
enabled  to  trace  the  jokes,  in  embryo,  with  which 
he  had  so  often  made  the  walls  of  St.  Stephen's 
shake,  in  a  merriment  excited  by  the  happy  appear- 
ance of  sudden  unpremeditated  effusion.* 

*  Take  an  instance  from  this  author,  giving  extracts  from 
the  common-place  book  of  the  wit: — "  He  employs  his 
fancy  in  his  narrative,  and  keeps  his  recollections  for  his 
"wit."  Again,  the  same  idea  is  expanded  into — "  When  he 
makes  his  jokes  you  applaud  the  accuracy  of  his  memory, 
and 't  is  only  when  he  states  his  facts  that  you  admire  the 
flights  of  his  imagination."  But  the  thought  was  too  good 
to  be  thus  wasted  on  the  desert  air  of  a  common-place  book. 
So  forth  it  came  at  the  expense  of  Kelly,  who,  having  been 
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The  adroitness  with  which  he  turned  to  account 
sudden  occasions  of  popular  excitement,  and  often 
at  the  expense  of  the  "Wliijj  i)arty,  generally  too 
indifferent  to  such  advantages,  and  too  insensible 
to  tlie  damage  they  thus  sustained  in  public  estima- 
tion, is  well  known.  On  the  mutiny  in  tlie  Heet 
he  was  beyond  all  question  right ;  on  the  French 
invasion,  and  on  the  attacks  upon  Napoleon,  he 
was  almost  as  certainly  wrong ;  but  these  appeals 
to  the  people  and  to  the  national  feelings  of  the 
House,  tended  to  make  the  orator  well  received  if 
they  added  little  to  the  statesman's  reputation  ;  and 
of  the  latter  character  he  was  not  ambitious.  His 
most  celebrated  speech  was  certainly  the  one  upon 
the  "  Begum  Charge  "  in  the  proceedings  against 
Hastings ;  and  nothing  can  exceed  the  accounts 
left  us  of  its  unprecedented  success.  Not  only  the 
practice  then  first  began,  which  has  gradually 
increased  till  it  greets  every  good  speech,  of  cheer- 
ing, on  the  speaker  resuming  his  seat,  but  the 
minister  besought  the  House  to  adjourn  the  decision 
of  the  question,  as  being  incapacitated  from  form- 

a  composer  of  music,  became  a  wine  merchant.  "  You  will," 
said  the  ready  wit,  "  import  your  music  and  compose  your 
wine."  Nor  was  this  senice  exacted  from  the  old  idea 
thought  sufficient— so  in  the  House  of  Commons  an  easy 
and  apparently  off-hand  parenthesis  was  thus  filled  with  it 
at  Mr.  Dundas's  cost  and  charge  "  (who  generally  resorts  to 
his  memory  for  his  jokes,  and  to  his  imagination  for  his 
facts)." 

VOL.  II.  C 
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ing  a  just  judgment  under  the  influence  of  such 
powerful  eloquence  ;  while  all  men  on  all  sides 
vied  with  each  other  in  extolling  so  wonderful  a 
performance.  Nevertheless,  the  opinion  has  now 
become  greatly  prevalent,  that  a  portion  of  this 
success  was  owing  to  the  speech  having  so  greatly 
surpassed  all  the  speaker's  former  efforts ;  to  the 
extreme  interest  of  the  topics  which  the  subject 
naturally  presented  ;  and  to  the  artist-like  elabora- 
tion and  beautiful  delivery  of  certain  fine  passages, 
rather  than  to  the  merits  of  the  whole.  Certain  it 
is,  that  the  repetition  of  great  part  of  it,  presented 
in  the  short-hand  notes  of  the  speech  on  the  same 
charge  in  Westminster  Hall,  disappoints  every 
reader  who  has  heard  of  the  success  which  attended 
the  earlier  effort.  In  truth,  Mr.  Sheridan's  taste 
was  very  far  from  being  chaste,  or  even  moderately 
correct ;  he  delighted  in  gaudy  figures ;  he  -was 
attracted  by  glare ;  and  cared  not  whether  the 
brilliancy  came  from  tinsel  or  gold,  from  broken 
glass  or  pure  diamond ;  he  overlaid  his  thoughts 
with  epigrammatic  diction ;  he  "  played  to  the 
galleries,"  and  indulged  them,  of  course,  with  an 
endless  succession  of  clap-traps.  His  worst  pas- 
sages by  far  were  those  which  he  evidently  pre- 
ferred himself; — full  of  imagery  often  far  fetched, 
oftener  gorgeous,  and  loaded  with  point  that  drew 
the  attention  of  the  hearer  away  from  the  thoughts 
to  the  words ;  and  his  best  by  far  were  those  where 
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lit'  (lc-fkiiiuc'(l,  with  his  deep  clear  voice,  though 
somewhat  thick  utterance,  with  a  fierce  defiance  of 
some  adversary,  or  an  unappeasaljle  vengeance 
against  some  opjjressive  act ;  or  reasoned  rapidly, 
in  the  liice  tone,  upon  some  plain  matter  of  fact, 
or  exposed  as  plainly  to  homely  ridicule  some 
puerile  soi)hism ;  and  in  all  tliis,  his  admirable 
manner  was  aided  by  an  eye  singularly  piercing,* 
and  a  countenance  which,  though  coarse,  and  even 
in  some  features  gross,  was  yet  animated  and  ex- 
pressive, and  could  easily  assume  the  figure  of  both 
rage,  and  menace,  and  scorn.  The  few  sentences 
with  which  he  thrilled  the  House  on  the  liberty  of 
the  press  in  1810  were  worth,  })erhaps,  more  than 
all  his  elaborated  epigrams  and  forced  flowers  on 
the  Begum  Charge,  or  all  his  denunciations  of 
Napoleon  ;  "  whose  morning  orisons  and  evening 
prayers  are  for  the  conquest  of  England,  w  hether 
he  bends  to  the  God  of  Battles  or  worships  the 
Goddess  of  Reason ;"  f  certainly  far  better  than 
such  pictures  of  his  power,  as  his  having  "  thrones 
for  his  watch-towers,  kings  for  his  sentinels,  and 
for  the  palisades  of  his  castle  sceptres  stuck  witli 
crowns."^  "  Give  them,"  said  he  in  1810,  and  in 
afar  higher  strain  of  eloquence,  "  a  corrupt  House 
of  Lords  ;  give  them  a  venal  House  of  Commons  j 
give  them  a  tyrannical  Prince  ;  give  them  a  truck- 

*  It  had  the  singularity  of  never  winking.* 
t   1802.  X   1807. 
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ling  Court, — and  let  me  but  have  an  unfettered 
press  ;  I  will  defy  them  to  encroach  a  hair's-breadth 
upon  the  liberties  of  England."*  Of  all  his  speeches 
there  can  be  little  doubt  that  the  most  powerful,  as 
the  most  chaste,  was  his  reply,  in  1805,  upon  the 
motion  which  he  had  made  for  repealing  the 
Defence  Act.  Mr.  Pitt  had  unwarily  thrown  out 
a  sneer  at  hi»  support  of  Mr.  Addington,  as  though 
it  was  insidious.  Such  a  stone,  cast  by  a  person 
whose  house  on  that  aspect  was  one  pane  of  glass, 
could  not  fail  to  call  down  a  shower  of  missiles ; 
and  they  who  witnessed  the  looks  and  gestures  of 
the  aggressor  under  the  pitiless  pelting  of  the 
tempest  which  he  had  provoked,  represent  it  as 
certain  that  there  were  moments  when  he  intended 
to  fasten  a  personal  quarrel  upon  the  vehement  and 
implacable  declaimer.f 

When  the  just  tribute  of  extraordinary  admira- 
tion has  been  bestowed  upon  this  great  orator,  the 
whole  of  his  praise  has  been  exhausted.  As  a 
statesman,  he  is  withovit  a  place  in  any  class,  or  of 
any  rank ;  it  would  be  incorrect  and  flattering  to 
call  him  a  bad,  or  a  hui'tfid,  or  a  sliort-sighted,  or 
a  middling  statesman  ;  he  was  no  statesman  at  all. 

*  1810. 

f  Mr.  Sheridan  wrote  his  speech  during  the  debate  at  a 
coffee-house  near  the  Hall ;  and  it  is  reported  most  accu- 
rately in  the  Parliamentary  debates,  apparently  from  his 
own  notes. 


MK.  SIIKUIUAX.  33 

As  a  party  man,  liis  character  stood  lower  tliati  it 
deserved,    chiefly    from    certain    personal    dislikes 
towards  liim  ;  for,  with   the  perhaps  doubtful  ex- 
ception of  his  courting  popularity  at   his  party's 
expense  on  the  two  occasions  already  mentioned, 
and  the  much  more  serious  chartje  ai^ainst  him  of 
betraying  his  party  in  the  Carlton  House  negotia- 
tion of  1812,  followed   by  his  extraordinary  denial 
of  the  facts  when  he  last  appeared  in  Parliament, 
there  can  nothing  be  laid  to   his  charge  as  incon- 
sistent with   tlie  rules  of  the  strictest  party  duty 
and  honour ;  although  he   made  as  large  sacrifices 
as  any  unprofessional  man  ever  did  to  the  cause  of 
a  long   and    Iiopeless    Opposition,    and    was   often 
treated  witli  umuerited  coldness  and  disrespect  by 
his  coadjutors.     But  as  a  man,  his  character  stood 
confessedly  low :   his   intemperate  habits,  and  liis 
pecuniary  embarrassments,  did  not  merely  tend  to 
imprudent  conduct,  by  v.-hicli   himself  alone  might 
be  the  sufferer;    they  involved   his  family   in   the 
same  fate ;  and  they  also  undermined  those  prin- 
ciples  of  lionesty  which    are  so  seldom  found  to 
survive  fallen  fortunes,  and   hardly  ever  can  con- 
tinue the  ornament  and   the  stay   of  ruined   cir- 
cumstances, when  the  tastes  and  the  propensities 
engendered  in   prosperous  times  survive  through 
the  ungenial  season  of  adversity.     Over  the  frailties 
and   even   the  faults  of  genius,  it  is  permitted  to 
draw  a  veil,  after  marking  them  as   much  as  the 
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interests  of  virtue  require,  in  order  to  warn  against 
the  evil  example,  and  preserve  the  sacred  flame 
bright  and  pure  from  such  unworthy  and  unseemly 
contamination. 


(     3^     ) 


Mli.    WINDHAM. 


Among  the  members  of  his  party,  to  uliom  we 
have  alluded  as  agreeing-  ill  with  Mr.  Sheridan,  and 
treating  him  with  little  deference,  Mr.  "Windham 
was  the  most  distinmiished.  The  advantacres  of  a 
refined  classical  education,  a  lively  wit  of  the  most 
pungent  and  yet  abstruse  description,  a  turn  for 
subtle  reasoning,  drawing  nice  distinctions,  and 
pursuing  remote  analogies,  great  and  early  know- 
ledge of  the  world,  familiarity  with  men  of  letters 
and  artists,  as  well  as  politicians,  witli  Burke, 
Johnson,  and  Reynolds,  as  well  as  witli  Fox  and 
Korth,  mucli  acquaintance  with  constitutional  his- 
tory and  principle,  a  chivalrous  spirit,  a  noble 
figure,  a  singularly  expressive  countenance — all 
fitted  this  remarkable  person  to  shine  in  debate ; 
but  were  all,  when  put  together,  unequal  to  the 
task  of  raising  him  to  the  first  rank  ;  and  were,  be- 
sides, mingled  with  defects  which  exceedingly  im- 
paired the  impression  of  his  oratory,  while  they 
diminished  his  usefulness  and  injured  iiis  reputation 
as  a  statesman.  For  he  was  too  often  the  dupe  of 
his  own  ingenuity ;  wliich    made   him  doubt  and 
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balance,  and  gave  an  oscitancy  fatal  to  vigour  in 
council,  as  well  as  most  prejudicial  to  the  effects  of 
eloquence,  by  breaking  the  force  of  his  blows  as 
they  fell.  His  nature,  too,  perhaps  owing  to  this 
hesitating  disposition,  was  to  be  a  follower,  if  not 
a  worshipper,  rather  than  an  original  thinker  or 
actor ;  as  if  he  felt  some  relief  under  the  doubts 
which  harassed  him  from  so  many  quarters,  in 
thus  taking  shelter  under  a  master's  wing,  and 
devolving  upon  a  less  scrupulous  balancer  of  con- 
flicting reasons,  the  task  of  trimming  the  scales, 
and  forming  his  opinions  for  him.  Accordingly, 
first  Johnson  in  private,  and  afterwards  Burke  on 
political  niatters,  were  the  deities  whom  he  adored  ; 
and  he  adhered  manfully  to  the  strong  opinions  of 
the  latter,  though  oftentimes  painfully  compelled 
to  suppress  his  sentiments,  all  the  time  that  he  took 
council  with  Mr.  Pitt  and  Lord  Grenville,  who 
would  only  consent  to  conduct  the  French  war 
upon  principles  far  lower  and  more  compromising 
than  those  of  the  great  anti-Jacobin  and  anti- 
Gallican  leader.  But  when  untrammelled  by  offi- 
cial connexion,  and  having  his  lips  sealed  by  no 
decorum  or  prudence  or  other  observance  pre- 
scribed by  station,  it  was  a  brave  sight  to  see  this 
gallant  personage  descend  into  the  field  of  debate, 
panting  for  the  fray,  eager  to  confront  any  man  or 
any  number  of  men  tliat  might  prove  his  match, 
scorning  all  the  little  suggestions  of  a  paltry  dis- 
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cretion,  heeilless  of  every  ri>k  (tf  retort  to  whicli 
he  might  expose  hniiself,  as  regardless  of  popular 
apphiuse  as  of  Court  favour,  nay,  from  Iiis  natural 
love  of  (hmger  and  disdain  of  everything  like  fear, 
rushing  into  tlie  most  offensive  expression  of  the 
most  unpopular  opinions  with  as  much  alacrity  as 
he  evinced  in  braving  the  power  and  daring  the 
enmity  of  the  Crown.  Nor  was  the  style  of  his 
speaking  at  all  like  that  of  other  men's.  It  was  in 
the  easy  tone  of  familiar  conversation  ;  but  it  was 
full  of  nice  observation  and  profound  remark ;  it 
Mas  instinct  with  classical  allusion  ;  it  was  even 
over-informed  with  pliilosophic  and  witli  learned 
reflection  ;  it  sparkled  with  the  finest  wit — a  wit 
Avhich  was  as  far  superior  to  Sheridan's,  as  his  to 
the  gambols  of  the  Clown,  or  the  movements  of 
Pantaloon  ;  and  his  wit,  how  exuberant  soever,  still 
seemed  to  help  on  the  argument,  as  well  as  to  illus- 
trate the  meaning  of  the  speaker.  He  was,  how- 
ever, in  the  main,  a  serious,  a  persuasive  speaker, 
whose  words  plainly  flowed  from  deep  and  vehe- 
ment, and  long  considered,  and  well  weighed,  feel- 
ings of  the  heart.  Erat  summa  gravitas  ;  erat  cum 
gravitate  junctus  facetiarum  et  urbanitatis  oratorius 
non  scurrilis  lepos.  Latine  loquendi  accurata  et 
sine  molestia  diligens  elegantia.     (  Cic.  Brut.) 

The  rock  on  which  he  so  often  made  shipwreck 
in  debate,  and  still  oftener  in  council  or  action, 
was  that  love  of  paradox,  on  which  the  tide  of  his 

c  3 
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exuberant  ingenuity  naturally  cai-ried  him,  as  it 
does  many  others,  who,  finding  so  much  more  may 
be  said  in  behalf  of  an  untenable  position  than  at 
first  sight  appeared  possible  to  themselves,  or  than 
ordinary  minds  can  at  any  time  apprehend,  begin 
to  bear  with  the  erroneous  dogma,  and  end  by 
adopting  it.* 

"  They  first  endure,  then  pity,  then  embrace." 

So  he  was,  from  the  indomitable  bravery  of  his  dis- 
position, and  his  loathing  of  everything  mean,  or 
that  savoured  of  truckling  to  mere  power,  not  un- 
frequently  led  to  prefer  a  course  of  conduct,  or  a 
line  of  argument,  because  of  their  running  counter 
to  public  opinion  or  the  general  feeling ;  instead 
of  confining  his  disregard  to  popularity  within  just 
bounds,  and  holding  on  liis  course  in  pursuit  of 
truth  and  right,  in  spite  of  its  temporary  disfavour 
with  the  people.  With  these  errors  there  was 
generally  much  truth  mingled,  or  at  least  much 
that  was  manifestly  wrong  tinged  the  tenets  or  the 
conduct  he  was  opposing ;  yet  he  was  not  the  less 
an  unsafe  councillor,  and  in  debate  a  dangerous 
ally.     His  conduct  on  the  Volunteer  question,  the 

*  They  who  have  been  engaged  in  professional  business 
■with  the  late  Mr.  John  Clerk  (afterwards  Lord  Eldin)  may 
recollect  how  often  that  great  lawyer  was  carried  away  to 
entertain  paradoxical  opinions  exactly  by  the  process  here 
described. 
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interference  of  the  City  with   ^Military  Rewards, 
the   Amusements  of  the  People,  and   Cruelty   to 
Animals,  atfbrdwl  instances  of  this  mixed  descrip- 
tion,   where  he  was    led  into    error   by  resisting 
almost  equal  error  on  the  opposite  hand ;  yet  do 
these  questions   also  aflTonl  proof  of  the  latter  part 
of  the  foregoing  proposition  ;  for   what  sound  or 
rational  view  could  justify  his  hostility  to  all  volun- 
tary' defence,   his  reprobation  of  all  expression  of 
publi'"  gratitude  for  the  services  of  our  soldiers  and 
sailors,  his  unqualified  defence  of  bull-baiting,  his 
resistance  of  all  checks  upon  cruelty  towards  the 
brute    creation  ?      Upon    other   subjects    of    still 
graver  import  his  paradoxes  stood  prominent  and 
mischievous  ;  unredeemed  by  ingenuity,  unpalliated 
by  opposite  exaggeration,  and  even  unmitig-ated  by 
any  admixture  of  truth.     He  defended  the  Slave 
Trade,  which  he  had  at  first  opposed,  only  because 
the  French  Royalists  were  injured  by  the  revolt 
which  their  own  follies  had  occasioned  in  St.  Do- 
mingo ;  he  resisted  all  mitigation  of  our  Criminal 
Law,  only  because  it   formed  a  part  of  our  anti- 
quated jurisprudence,  like  trial  by  battle,  nay  by 
ordeal  of  fire  and  Avater  ;  and  he  opposed  every 
project  for  Educating  the  People.     It  required  all 
men's  tenderness  towards  undoubted  sincerity  and 
clear  disinterestedness  to  think  charitably  of  such 
pernicious  heresies  in  such  a  man.     It  demanded 
all  this  charity  and  all  this   faith  in  the  spotless 
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honour  of  his  character,  to  believe  that  such 
opinions  could  really  be  the  convictions  of  a  mind 
like  his.  It  was  the  greatest  tribute  which  could 
be  paid  to  his  sterling  merit,  his  fine  parts,  his  rare 
accomplishments,  that,  in  spite  of  such  wild  aber- 
rations, he  was  still  admired  and  beloved. 

To  convey  any  notion  of  his  oratory  by  giving 
passages  of  his  speeches  is  manifestly  impossible. 
Of  the  mixed  tenderness  and  figure  in  which  he 
sometimes  indulged,  his  defence  of  the  military 
policy  pursued  by  him  while  in  office  against  the 
attempts  made  to  change  it  the  year  after,  might 
be  mentioned  ;  the  fine  speech,  especially,  in  which, 
on  taking  leave  of  the  subject,  after  comparing  the 
two  plans  of  recruiting  our  army  to  a  dead  stick 
thrust  into  the  ground  and  a  living  sapling  planted 
to  take  root  in  the  soil,  he  spoke  of  carving  his 
name  upon  the  tree  as  lovers  do  when  they  would 
perpetuate  the  remembrance  of  their  passions  or 
their  misfortunes.  Of  his  happy  allusions  to  the 
writings  of  kindred  spirits  an  example,  but  not  at 
all  above  their  average  merit,  is  afforded  in  his 
speech  upon  the  peace  of  Amiens,  when  he  an- 
swered the  remarks  upon  the  uselessness  of  the 
Royal  title,  then  given  up,  of  King  of  France,  by 
citing  the  bill  of  costs  brought  in  by  Dean  Swift 
against  Marlborough,  and  the  comparative  account 
of  the  charges  of  a  Roman  triumpli,  where  the 
crown  of  laurel  is   set   down  at   twopence.     But 
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sometimes  lie  would  convulse  the  House  by  a  liappy, 
startling,  and  most  unexpected  allusion  ;  as  when 
on  the  "Walclieren  question,  speaking  of  a  cottp-de- 
main  on  Antwerp,  which  had  been  its  professed 
object,  he  suddenly  said,  "  A  coup-de-))iuin  in  the 
Scheldt  !  You  might  as  well  talk  of  a  coup-de- 
maiu  in  the  Court  of  Ciiancery."  Sir  "William 
Grant  having  just  entered  and  taken  his  seat,  pro- 
bably suggested  this  excellent  jest  ;  and  assuredly 
no  man  enjoyed  it  more.  His  habitual  gravity 
was  overpowered"  in  an  instant,  and  he  was  seen 
absolutelv  to  roll  about  on  tlie  ijcnch  which  he  had 
just  occupied.  So  a  word  or  two  artistically  intro- 
duced would  often  serve  him  to  cover  the  adverse 
argument  with  ridicule.  When  arguing  that  they 
who  would  protect  animals  from  cruelty  have  more 
on  their  hands  than  they  are  aware  of,  and  that 
they  cannot  stop  at  preventing  cruelty,  but  must 
also  prohibit  killing,  he  was  met  by  the  old  answer, 
that  we  kill  them  to  prevent  tliem  overrunning  the 
earth,  and  then  he  said  in  passing,  and,  as  it  were, 
parenthetically — "  An  indifferent  reason,  by  the 
way,  for  destroying  fish."  His  two  most  happy 
and  picturesque,  thougii  somewhat  caricatured,  de- 
scriptions of  iMr.  Pitt's  diction,  have  been  already 
mentioned  :  that  it  was  a  state-paper  style,  and  that 
he  believed  he  could  speak  a  King's  speech  off- 
hand. His  gallantry  in  facing  all  attacks  was 
shown  dailv  ;  and  how  little  he  cared  for  allusions 
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to  the  offensive  expressions  treasured  up  against 
him,  and  all  the  more  easily  remembered  because 
of  the  epigrams  in  which  he  had  embalmed  them, 
might  be  seen  from  the  way  he  himself  would  refer 
to  them,  as  if  not  wishing  they  should  be  forgotten. 
When  some  phrase  of  his,  long  after  it  was  first 
used,  seemed  to  invite  attack,  and  a  great  cheer 
followed,  as  if  he  had  unwittingly  fallen  into  the 
scrape,  he  stopped  and  added,  "  Why,  I  said  it  on 
purpose  !  "  or,  as  he  pronounced  it,  "  a  purpose  ;" 
for  no  man  more  delighted  in  the  old  pronuncia- 
tion, as  well  as  the  pure  Saxon  idiom  of  our  lan- 
guage, which  yet  he  could  enrich  and  dignify  with 
the  importations  of  classical  phraseology. 

From  what  has  been  said  of  Mr.  Windham's 
manner  of  speaking,  as  well  as  of  his  variously 
embellished  mind,  it  will  readily  be  supposed  that 
in  society  he  was  destined  to  shine  almost  without 
a  rival.  His  manners  were  the  most  polished,  and 
noble,  and  courteous,  without  the  least  approach  to 
pride,  or  affectation,  or  condescension  ;  his  spirits 
were,  in  advanced  life,  so  gay,  that  he  was  always 
younger  than  the  youngest  of  his  company  ;  his 
relish  of  conversation  was  such,  that,  after  lingering 
to  the  latest  moment,  he  joined  whatever  party  a 
sultry  evening  (or  morning,  as  it  might  chance  to 
prove)  tempted  to  haunt  the  streets  before  retiring 
to  rest.  How  often  have  we  accompanied  him  to 
the  door  of  his  own  mansion,  and  then  been  at- 


MR.  WINDHAM.  43 

tended  by  liiiu  to  our  own,  w  liile  the  streets  ran"- 
witli  the  peals  of  his  hearty  merriment,  or  eehoed 
the  accents  of  his  refined  and  universal  \vit !  But 
his  conversation,  or  grave,  or  gay,  or  argumenta- 
tive, or  di:<cursive,  wliether  sifting  a  difficult  sub- 
ject, or  painting  an  interesting  character,  or  pur- 
suing a  merely  playful  fancy,  or  li\ely  to  very 
drollery,  or  pensive  and  pathetic,  or  losing  itself  in 
the  clouds  of  metaphysics,  or  vexed  with  paradox, 
or  plain  and  homely,  and  all  but  commonplace, 
was  that  w  Inch,  to  be  understood,  must  have  been 
listened  to  ;  and,  while  over  tiie  whole  was  Hung  a 
veil  of  unrent  classical  elegance,  through  no  cre- 
vice, had  there  been  any,  would  ever  an  unkind  or 
ill-conditioned  sentiment  have  found  entrance  ! 

"  Scilicet  omne  sacrum  mors  importuna  profanat, 
Omnibus  obscuras  iujicit  ilk-  nianus — 
Ossa  quieta  precor,  tutu  requiescite  in  urna ; 
Et  sit  humus  cineri  non  onerosa  tuo  !'"* 


*  Relentless  death  each  purer  form  profanes, 

Round  all  that's  fair  his  dismal  arms  he  thro-ws — 
Light  lie  the  earth  that  shrouds  thy  loved  remains, 
And  softly  slumbering  may  they  taste  repose ! 


(     44     ) 


MR.    DUNDAS. 


If  we  turn  from  those  whose  common  principles 
and  party  connexion  ranged  them  against  Mr.  Pitt, 
to  the  only  effectual  supporter  whom  he  could  rely 
upon  as  a  colleague  on  the  Treasury  Bench,  we 
shall  certainly  find  ourselves  contemplating  a  per- 
sonage of  very  inferior  pretensions,  although  one 
whose  powers  were  of  the  most  useful  description. 
Mr.  Dundas,  afterwards  Lord  Melville,  had  no 
claim  whatever  to  those  higher  places  among  the 
orators  of  his  age,  which  were  naturally  filled  by 
the  great  men  whom  we  have  been  describing ;  nor 
indeed  could  he  be  deemed  inter  oratorum  nu- 
meruni  at  all.  He  was  a  plain,  business-like  speaker  ; 
a  man  of  every-day  talents  in  the  House ;  a  clear, 
easy,  fluent,  and,  from  much  practice,  as  well  as 
strong  and  natural  sense,  a  skilful  debater ;  suc- 
cessful in  profiting  by  an  adversary's  mistakes ; 
distinct  in  opening  a  plan  and  defending  a  Minis- 
terial proposition ;  capable  of  producing  even  a 
great  effect  upon  his  not  unwilling  audience  by  his 
broad  and  coarse  appeals  to  popular  prejudices,  and 
his  confident  statements  of  facts — those  statements 
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M-hich,  Sir  Francis  Biink'tt  once  happily  oijj^ervL'd, 
"  men  fall  into  through  an  inveterate  habit  of 
official  assertion."  In  his  various  offices  no  one 
was  more  useful.  He  vas  an  admirable  man  of 
business  ;  and  those  professional  habits  which  he 
had  brought  from  the  bar  (where  he  practised  long 
enough  for  a  youth  of  his  fortunate  family  to  reach 
the  highest  official  place)  were  not  more  serviceable 
to  him  in  making  his  speeches  perspicuous,  and  his 
reasoning  logical,  than  they  were  in  disciplining 
his  mind  to  the  drudgerj'  of  the  desk,  and  helping 
him  to  systematise,  as  well  as  to  direct,  the  ma- 
chinery' of  his  department.  After  quitting  the 
profession  of  the  law,  to  which,  indeed,  he  had  for 
some  of  the  later  years  of  Lord  North's  Admini- 
stration only  nominally  belonged,  and  leaving  also 
the  office  of  Lord  Advocate,  which  he  retained  for 
several  years  after,  he  successively  filled  the  place 
of  IMinister  for  India,  for  the  Home  and  "War  De- 
partments, and  for  Naval  Affairs.  But  it  was  in 
the  first  of  these  capacities,  while  at  the  head  of  the 
India  Board,  and  while  Chairman  of  the  Committee 
of  the  Commons  upon  India,  that  his  great  capacity 
for  affiiirs  shone  chiefly  forth ;  and  that  he  gave 
solid  and  long-continued  proof  of  an  indefatigable 
industry,  which  neither  the  distractions  of  debate 
in  Parliament,  nor  the  convivial  habits  of  the  man 
and  of  the  times,  ever  could  interrupt  or  relax. 
His  celebrated  Reports  upon  all  the  complicated 
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questions  of  our  Asiatic  policy,  although  they  may 
not  stand  a  comparison  with  some  of  Mr.  Burke's 
in  the  profundity  and  enlargement  of  general  views, 
any  more  than  their  style  can  be  compared  with 
his,  are  nevertheless  performances  of  the  greatest 
merit,  and  repositories  of  information  upon  that 
vast  subject,  unrivalled  for  clearness  and  extent. 
They,  together  with  Lord  Wellesley's  Despatches, 
form  the  sources  from  which  the  bulk  of  all  the 
knowledge  possessed  upon  Indian  matters  is  to  be 
derived  by  the  statesmen  of  the  present  day. 

If  in  his  official  departments,  and  in  the  contests 
of  Parliament,  Mr.  Dundas  rendered  able  service, 
and  possessed  great  weight,  it  was  in  Scotland,  his 
native  country,  whose  language  he  spoke,  and 
whose  whole  affairs  he  directed,  that  his  power 
and  his  authority  chiefly  prevailed.  Before  the 
reform  in  our  representation  and  our  municipal 
institutions,  the  undisturbed  possession  of  patron- 
age by  a  leading  member  of  the  Government  was 
very  sure  to  carry  along  with  it  a  paramount  in- 
fluence, both  over  the  representatives  of  this  an- 
cient kingdom  and  over  their  constituents.  Why 
the  submission  to  men  in  high  place,  and  endowed 
with  the  power  of  conferring  many  favours,  should 
have  been  so  much  more  absolute  in  the  northern 
than  in  the  southern  parts  of  our  island,  it  would 
be  needless  to  inquire.  Whether  it  arose  from  the 
old  feudal  habits  of  the  nation,  or  from  its  poverty, 
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joined  witlj  a  liiii(kiblu  ambition  to  rise  in  tlie 
world  above  the  pristine  station,  or  from  the  warj' 
and  provident  character  of  the  people  ;  certain  it 
is  that  they  displayed  a  devotion  for  their  political 
superiors,  and  a  belief  in  their  infallibility,  Mhich 
would  have  done  no  discredit  to  the  clansmen  of 
those  chieftains  who  whilom  both  granted  out  the 
lands  of  the  sept,  retained  the  stipulated  services 
of  the  vassal,  and  enjoyed  the  rights  of  jurisdiction 
and  of  punishment,  whereby  obedience  was  secured, 
and  zealous  attachment  stimulated  in  its  alliance 
with  wholesome  terror. 

That  Mr.  Dundas  enjoyefl  this  kind  of  minis- 
terial sovereignty  and  received  this  homage  in  a 
more  ample  measure  than  any  of  his  predecessors, 
was,  no  doubt,  owing  partly  to  the  unhesitating 
and  unqualified  determination  which  regulated  his 
conduct,  of  devoting  his  whole  patronage  to  the 
support  of  his  party,  and  to  the  extent  of  that 
patronage,  from  his  being  so  long  minister  for 
India,  as  well  as  liaving  the  whole  Scottish  prefer-  . 
ment  at  his  absolute  disposal ;  but  it  was  also  in 
part  owing  to  the  engaging  qualities  of  the  man. 
A  steady  and  determined  friend,  who  only  stood 
the  faster  by  those  that  wanted  him  the  more  ;  nay, 
who  even  in  their  errors  or  their  faults  would  not 
give  up  his  adherents  :  an  agreeable  companion, 
from  the  joyous  hilarity  of  his  manners ;  void  of 
all  affectation,  all  pride,  all  pretension  ;  a  kind  and 
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affectionate  man  in  the  relations  of  private  life ; 
and,  although  not  always  sufficiently  regardful  of 
strict  decorum  in  certain  particulars,  yet  never 
putting  on  the  Pharisee's  garb,  or  affecting  a  more 
"  gracious  state  "  than  he  had  attained  ;  friendly, 
self-denying  to  those  inferiors  in  his  department 
whose  comforts  so  much  depended  upon  him ;  in 
his  demeanour  hearty  and  good-humoured  to  all — 
it  is  difficult  to  figure  any  one  more  calculated  to 
win  over  those  whom  his  mere  power  and  station 
had  failed  to  attach  ;  or  better  fitted  to  retain  the 
friends  whom  accident  or  influence  might  origin- 
ally have  attached  to  his  person.  That  he  should 
for  so  many  years  have  disposed  of  the  votes  in 
Parliament  of  nearly  the  whole  Scottish  com- 
moners, and  the  M'hole  Peers,  was,  therefore,  little 
to  be  wondered  at ;  that  his  popularity  and  in- 
fluence in  the  country  at  large  should  have  been 
boundless  during  all  this  period,  is  as  easily  to  be 
understood.  There  was  then  no  doubt  ever  raised 
of  the  ministry's  stability,  or  of  Mr.  Dundas's 
ample  share  in  the  dispensation  of  its  favours. 
The  political  sky  was  clear  and  settled  to  tlie  very 
verge  of  the  horizon.  There  was  nothing  to  dis- 
turb the  hearts  of  anxious  mortals.  The  wary  and 
pensive  Scot  felt  sure  of  his  election,  if  he  but 
kept  by  the  true  faith  ;  and  his  path  lay  straight 
before  him  —the  path  of  righteous  devotion  leading 
unto  a   blessed   preferment.      But   our   Northern 
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countrymen  were  fateil  to  be  visited  by  some  trou- 
bles. The  heavens  became  overcast ;  their  lumi- 
nary was  for  a  while  concealed  from  devout  eyes ; 
iu  vain  they  sought  him,  but  he  was  not.  Uncouth 
names  began  to  be  named.  More  than  two  parties 
were  talked  of.  Instead  of  the  old,  convenient, 
and  intelligible  alternative  of  "Pitt  or  Fox" — 
"  place  or  poverty," — which  left  no  doubt  in  any 
rational  mind  which  of  the  two  to  choose,  there 
was  seen — strange  sight! — hateful  and  perplexing 
omen! — a  Ministry  without  Pitt,  nay,  without 
Dundas,  and  an  Opposition  leaning  towards  its 
support.  Those  who  are  old  enough  to  remember 
that  dark  interval  may  recollect  how  the  public 
mind  in  Scotland  was  subdued  with  awe,  and  how 
men  awaited  in  trembling  silence  the  uncertain 
event,  as  all  living  things  quail  during  the  solemn 
pause  that  precedes  an  earthquake. 

It  was  in  truth  a  crisis  to  try  men's  souls.  For 
a  while  all  was  uncertainty  and  consternation ;  all 
were  seen  fluttering  about  like  birds  in  an  eclipse 
or  a  thunder-storm ;  no  man  coulil  tell  whom  he 
might  trust;  nay,  worse  still,  no  man  could  tell  of 
whom  he  might  ask  anything.  It  was  hard  to  say, 
not  who  were  in  office,  but  who  were  likely  to  re- 
main in  office.  All  true  Scots  were  in  dismay  and 
distraction.  It  might  truly  be  said  they  knew  not 
which  way  to  look,  or  whither  to  turn.  Perhaps 
it  might  be  yet  more  truly  said  that  they  knew  not 


50     STATESMEN  OF  TIME  OF  GEORGE  III. 

ivhen  to  turn.  But  such  a  crisis  was  too  sharp  to 
last ;  it  passed  away ;  and  then  was  to  be  seen  a 
proof  of  Mr.  Dundas's  power  amongst  his  country- 
men, which  transcended  all  expectation,  and  almost 
surjDassed  belief,  if  indeed  it  is  not  rather  to  be 
viewed  as  an  evidence  of  the  acute  foresight — the 
jDolitical  second-sight — of  the  Scottish  nation.  The 
trusty  band  in  both  Houses  actually  were  found 
adhering  to  him  against  the  existing  Government ; 
nay,  he  held  the  proxies  of  many  Scottish  Peers  in 
open  opposition !  Well  might  his  colleague  ex- 
claim to  the  hapless  Addington  in  such  unheard-of 
troubles,  "  Doctor,  the  Thanes  fly  from  us  !"  When 
the  very  Scotch  Peers  wavered,  and  when  the 
Grampian  hills  might  next  be  expected  to  move 
about,  it  was  time  to  think  that  the  end  of  all 
things  was  at  hand :  and  the  return  of  Pitt  and 
security,  and  patronage  and  Dundas,  speedily  en- 
sued to  bless  old  Scotland,  and  reward  her  provi- 
dence or  her  fidelity — her  attachment  at  once  to 
her  patron  and  to  herself. 

The  subject  of  Lord  Melville  cannot  be  left 
complete  without  some  mention  of  the  event  which 
finally  deprived  him  of  place  and  of  power,  though 
it  Iiardly  ever  lowered  him  in  the  respect  and  affec- 
tions of  his  countrymen.  We  allude,  of  course,  to 
the  Resolutions  carried  by  Mr.  Whitbread  on  tlie 
8th  of  April,  1805,  with  the  Speaker's  casting 
voice,  which  led  to  the  immediate  resignation,  and 
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subsequent  impcaclinieut,  of  this  distinguislioil  per- 
son Mr.  Pitt  defended  liim  strenuously,  ami  nidy 
was  compelled  to  abandon  his  friend  and  colleague 
by  the  vote  of  tlie  C'onuuons,  which  gave  him  a 
"  bitter  pancr,"  tliat  as  he  pronounced  the  word 
made  tlie  hall  resound,  and  seems  yet  to  fill  the 
ear.  But  after  his  death,  while  the  Government 
«a.s  in  his  rival's  hands,  aiul  all  the  offices  of  the 
State  were  filled  with  the  enemies  of  the  accused, 
Lord  Melville  was  brought  to  trial  before  his 
Peers,  and  by  a  large  majority  acquitted,  to  the 
almost  universal  satisfaction  of  tlie  country.  Have 
we  any  right  to  regard  him  as  guilty  after  tiiis 
proceeding?  It  is  true  that  the  spirit  of  party  is 
charged  with  the  event  of  this  memorable  trial  ; 
but  did  nothing  of  that  spirit  preside  over  the  pro- 
ceedings in  the  Commons,  the  grand  inquest  of  the 
nation,  which  made  the  presentment,  and  put  the 
accused  upon  his  trial  ?  That  Lord  Melville  was 
a  careless  man,  and  wholly  inditierent  about  money, 
his  whole  life  had  shown.  That  he  had  replaced 
the  entire  sum  temporarily  used,  was  part  even  of 
the  statement  which  charged  him  with  misenqiloy- 
ing  it.  That  Mr.  Pitt,  whom  no  one  ever  accused 
of  corruption,  had  been  a  party  to  two  of  his  sup- 
porters using  four  times  as  much  of  the  public 
money  for  a  time,  and  without  paying  interest,  was 
soon  after  proved ;  though,  for  the  purpose  of 
pressing   more   severely   upon    Lord    ^Melville,   a 
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great  alacrity  was  shown  to  acquit  the  Prime  Mi- 
nister, by  way  of  forming  a  contrast  to  the  Trea- 
surer of  the  Navy.     In  a  word,  the  case  proved 
against  him  was  not  by  any  means  so  clear  as  to 
give  us  the  right  to  charge  the  great  majority  of  his 
Peers  with  corrupt  and  dishonourable  conduct  in 
acquitting  him ;  while  it  is  a  known  fact  that  the 
Judges  who  attended  the  trial  \vere,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  the  Lord  Chief  Justice,  all  clearly  con- 
vinced of  his  innocence.     Nor,  let   it  be  added, 
\vould  the  charo-e  agrainst   him  have  been  deemed, 
in  the  times  of  the  Harleys  and  the  Walpoles,  of 
a  nature  to  stain  his  character.     "Witness  "VValpole 
rising  to  supreme  power  after  being  expelled  the 
House  of  Commons  for  corruption  ;  and  after  hav- 
ing only  urged,  in  his  own  defence,  that  the  thou- 
sand pounds  paid  to  him  by  a  contractor  had  been 
for  the  use  of  a  friend,  whom  he  desired  to  favour, 
and  to  whom  he  had  paid  it  all  over ;  not  to  men- 
tion his  having  received  above  seventeen  thousand 
pounds,  under  circumstances  of  the  gravest  suspi- 
cion, the  day  before  he  quitted  office,  and  which 
he  never  seems  to  have  accounted  for,   except  by 
saying  he  had  the  King's  authority  to  take  it.*     It 

*  Mr.  Coxe,  in  his  life  of  Walpole,  cannot,  of  course,  put 
the  defence  on  higher  ground  than  Walpole  himself  took  as 
to  the  1000/.  received  on  the  contract,  in  171  i,  -when  he  was 
Secretary  at  War.  As  to  the  sum  reported  by  the  House  of 
Commons'  Committee  (17,461/.)  to  have  been  obtained  by 
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is  very  certain  tliat  tliese  remarks  will  give  little 
satislaetion  to  those  whose  political  principles  have 
always  kept  them  apart  from,  and  inimical  to,  Lord 
INIelville.  But  to  what  purpose  have  men  lived  for 
above  thirty  years  after  the  trial,  and  survived  the 
object  of  the  charge  more  than  a  cpiarter  of  a  cen- 
tury, if  they  cannot  now,  and  upon  a  mere  judicial 


him  in  171'2,  on  the  authority  of  two  Treasury  orders,  the 
biographer's  main  argumeut  is,  that  the  money  must  have 
been  immediately  wanted  for  public  purposes,  though  these 
ntver  were  partieularised,  and  that  the  king  must  have 
aj  proved  of  the  draft,  because  lie  signed  the  warrants.  A 
Mtaker  defence  cannot  well  be  conceived ;  nor  is  it  much 
aided  by  the  assertion  which  follows,  that  Sir  IJobert  began 
M riting  a  vindication  of  himself,  Mhich  he  broke  off  "  on  a 
conviction  that  his  answer  must  either  have  been  materially 
defective,  or  he  must  have  related  many  things  highly  im- 
proper to  be  exposed  to  the  public."  The  fact  of  a  mar, 
with  an  estate  of  about  2000/.  a-ycar  at  first,  and  which 
never  rose  to  much  above  4000/.,  having  lived  extravagantly, 
and  amassed  above  200,000/.,  is  not  at  all  explained  by  Mr. 
Coxe ;  and  it  is  mainly  on  this  expensive  living  and  accu- 
mulation of  fortune  that  the  suspicions  m  hich  hang  over  Lis 
memorj-  rest.  But  it  is  needless  to  say  more  upon  a  toj  ic 
which  could  form  no  justification  of  Lord  .Mdvilla  if  Le 
were  guilty.  The  subject  is  only  alluded^  to  in  tliis  place 
for  the  purpose  of  showing  how  much  more  pure  our  public 
n;en  now  are,  and  how  much  higher  is  our  standard  of 
oificial  virtue.  The  acijuittal  of  Lord  Melville  was  deemed 
insufficient  to  sanction  his  restoration  to  office  ;  although  Sir 
IJobert  Walpole,  without  any  attempt  to  rescind  the  vote  of 
1712,  was  afterwards  advanced  to  the  place  of  Prime 
Minister,  and  held  it  for  twenty  years. 

VOL.  II.  D 


54         STATESMEN  OF  TIME  OF  GEORGE  III. 

question,  permit  their  judgments  to  have  a  free 
scope, — deciding  cahnly  upon  events  that  belong 
to  the  history  of  the  past,  and  involve  the  repu- 
tation of  the  dead  ? 


(     5o     ) 


MB.    EESKINE. 


The  Ministry  of  Mr,  Pitt  did  not  derive  more 
solid  service  from  the  Bar  in  the  person  of  Mr. 
Dundas,  than  the  Opposition  party  did  ornament 
and  popularity  in  that  of  Mr.  Erskine.  His  par- 
liamentary talents,  althoug-Ii  they  certainly  have 
been  underrated,  were  as  clearly  not  the  prominent 
portion  of  his  character.  Nevertheless,  it  must  be 
admitted  that,  had  he  appeared  in  any  other  period 
than  the  age  of  the  Foxes,  the  Pitts,  and  the 
Burkes,  there  is  little  chance  that  he  would  have 
been  eclipsed  even  as  a  debater ;  and  the  singular 
eloquence  and  powerful  effect  of  his  famous  speech 
against  the  Jesuit's  Bark  Bill,  in  the  House  of 
Lords,*  abundantly  proves  this  position.  He  never 
appears  to  have  given  his  whole  mind  to  the  prac- 
tice of  debating ;  he  had  a  very  scanty  provision 
of  political  information  ;  his  time  Mas  always  occu- 
pied with  the  laborious  pursuits  of  his  profession  ; 
he  came  into  the  House  of  Commons,  where  he 
stood  among  several  equals,  and  behind  some  supe- 
riors, from  a  stage  where  he  shone  alone,  and  with- 
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out  a  rival ;  above  all,  he  was  accustomed  to  address 
a  select  andjriendly  audience,  bound  to  lend  him 
their  patient  attention,  and  to  address  them  by  the 
compulsion  of  his  retainer,  not  as  a  volunteer  com- 
'm<y  forward  in  his  own  person  ;  a  position  from 
which  the  transition  is  violent  and  extreme,  to  that 
of  having  to  gain  and  to  keep  a  promiscuous  and, 
in  great  part,  hostile  audience,  not  under  any  obli- 
gation to  listen  one  instant  beyond  the  time  during 
which  the  speaker  can  flatter,  or  interest,  or  amuse 
them.     Earlier  practice  and  more  devotion  to  the 
pursuit  would  doubtless  have  vanquished  all  these 
disadvantages  ;  but  they  sufficed  to  keep  Mr.  Ers- 
kine  always  in  a  station  far  beneath  his  talents  as 
lono-  as  he  remained  in  the  House  of  Commons. 

It  is  to  the  Forum,  and  not  the  Senate,  that  we 
must  hasten,  if  Ave  would  witness  the  "■  coronam 
multiplicem,  judicium  erectum,  crebras  assensiones, 
multas  admirationes,  risum  cum  velit,  cum  velit 
fletum,  in  Scena  Eoscium ;"  in  fine,  if  we  would 
see  this  great  man  in  his  element  and  in  his  glory. 
Nor  let  it  be  deemed  trivial,  or  beneath  the  histo- 
rian's province,  to  mark   that  noble  figure,   every 
look  of  whose  countenance   is   expressive,  every 
motion  of  wdiose  form  graceful ;  an  eye  that  sparkles 
and  pierces,  and  almost  assures  victory,  while  it 
<'  speaks  audience  ere  the   tongue."     Juries  have 
declared  that  they  felt  it  impossible  to  remove  their 
looks  from  him  when  he  had  riveted  and,  as  it  were, 
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fascinated  tlicni  by  liis  first  glance ;  and  it  \i<.ei\  to 
be  a  common  remark  of  men  who  observed  his  mo- 
tions, that  they  resembled  those  of  a  blood-iiorse ; 
as  light,  as  limber,   as  much  betokeniny   strenalh 
and  speetl,  as  free  from  all  gross  superfluity  or  in- 
cumbrance.     Then   hear  his  voice  of  surpassing 
sweetness,  clear,  flexible,  strong,  exquisitely  fitted 
to  strains   of  serious  earnestness,  deficient  in  com- 
pass, indeed,  and  much  less  fitted  to  express  indig- 
nation, or  even  scorn,  than  pathos,  but  wholly  free 
from   either   harshness  or  monotony.      All  these, 
however,  and  even  his  chaste,  dignified,  and  appro- 
priate action,  were  very  small  parts  of  this  wonder- 
ful   advocate's    excellence.      lie   had   a    thoroush 
knowledge  of  men — of  their  passions  and  their  feel- 
ings— he  knew  every  aveiuie  to  the  heart,  and  could 
at  will   make  all   its  chords  vibrate   to   his  touch. 
His  fancy,  though  never  playful  in  public,  where 
he  had  his  whole  faculties   under  the  most  severe 
control,  was  lively  and  brilliant ;  when  he  gave  it 
\Qnt  and  scope,   it   was  eminently  sportive ;    but 
while  representing  his  client,  it  was  wholly  subser- 
vient to  that  in  which  his  whole  soul  was  wrapped 
up,  and  to  which  each  faculty  of  body  and  of  mind 
was  subdued — the  success  of  the  cause.     His  arau- 
mentative  powders  were  of  the  highest  order ;  clear 
in    his  statements,  close  in  his   applications,  un- 
wearied and  never  to  be  diverted  in  his  deductions  ; 
with  a  quick  and  sure  perception  of  his  jjoint,  and 
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uncleviating  in  the  pursuit  of  Avhatever  established 
it  \  endued  with  a  nice  discernment  of  the  relative 
importance  and  weight  of  different  arguments,  and 
the  faculty  of  assigning  to  each  its  proper  place, 
so  as  to  bring  forward  the  main  body  of  the  rea- 
soning in  bold  relief,  and  with  its  full  breadth,  and 
not  weaken  its  effect  by  distracting  and  disturbing 
the  attention  of  the  audience  among  lesser  parti- 
culars.    His  understanding  was  eminently  legal ; 
though  he  had  never  made  himself  a  great  lawyer, 
yet  could  he  conduct  a  purely  legal  argument  with 
the  most  perfect  success  ;  and  his  familiarity  with 
all   the    ordinary   matters   of  his   profession   was 
abundantly  sufficient  for  the  purposes  of  the  forum. 
His  memory  was  accurate  and  retentive  in  an  ex- 
traordinary degree;  nor  did  he  ever,  during  the 
trial  of  a  cause,  forget  any  matter,  how  trifling 
soever,  that  belonged  to  it.     His  presence  of  mind 
was  perfect  in  action,  that  is,  before  the  jury,  when 
a  line  is  to  be  taken  upon  the  instant,  and  a  ques- 
tion risked  to  a  witness,  or  a  topic  chosen  with  the 
tribunal,  on  Avhich  the  whole  fate  of  the  cause  may 
turn.     No  man  made  fewer  mistakes ;  none  left  so 
few  advantages  unimproved  ;  before  none  was  it  so 
dangerous  for  an  adversary  to  slumber  and  be  off 
his  guard ;  for  he  was  ever  broad  awake  himself, 
and  was  as  adventurous  as  he  was  skilful ;  and  as 
apt  to  take  advantage  of  any  the  least  opening  as 
he  was  cautious  to  leave  none  in  his  own  battle.     , 
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But  to  all  tliese  qualities  he  joined  that  fire,  that 
spirit,  that  courage,  \vhich  gave  vigour  and  direc- 
tion to  tlie  whole,  and  bore  down  all  resistance. 
Ko  man,  with  all  his  address  aud  prudence,  ever 
adventured  upon  more  bokl  figures,  and  tliey  were 
uniformly  successful ;  for  liis  imagination  was  vigor- 
ous enough  to  sustain  any  tiiglit ;  his  taste  was  cor- 
rect, and  even  severe,  and  his  execution  felicitous 
in  the  highest  degree.  Without  much  familiar 
knowledge  of  even  the  Latin  classics  ;  with  hardly 
any  access  to  tiie  beauties  of  the  Attic  eloquence, 
whether  in  prose  or  verse  ;  with  no  skill  in  modern 
languages ;  his  acquaintance  witii  tlicEnglish  tongue 
was  yet  so  perfect,  and  his  taste  so  exquisite,  that 
notliing  could  exceed  the  beauty  of  his  diction, 
whatever  subject  he  attempted  ;  whether  discours- 
ing on  the  most  humble  topics,  of  the  most  ordinary 
case  in  court  or  in  society,  or  defending  men  for 
their  lives,  under  the  persecution  of  tyrannical 
power,  wrestling  against  the  usurpations  of  Parlia- 
ment in  favour  of  the  liberty  of  tlie  press,  and 
upholding  against  the  assaults  of  the  infidel  the 
fabric  of  revealed  religion.  Indeed  the  beauty,  as 
well  as  chaste  simplicity,  of  the  language  in  which 
he  would  clothe  the  most  lowly  subjects  reminded 
the  classical  scholar  of  some  narratives  in  the 
Odyssey,  where  tliere  is  not  one  idea  that  rises 
above  the  meanest  level,  and  yet  all  is  made  grace- 
ful and  elegant  by  the  magic  of  the  diction.  Aware 
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that  his  classical  acquirements  were  so  slender, 
men  oftentimes  marvelled  at  the  phenomenon  of 
his  eloquence,  above  all,  of  his  composition.  The 
solution  of  the  difficulty  lay  in  the  constant  read- 
ing:  of  the  old  Eno:lish  authors  to  which  he  devoted 
himself:  Shakspeare  he  was  more  familiar  with 
than  almost  any  man  of  his  age ;  and  Milton  he 
nearly  had  by  heart.  Nor  can  it  be  denied  that 
the  study  of  the  speeches  in  '  Paradise  Lost '  is 
as  good  a  substitute  as  can  be  found  for  the 
immortal  originals  in  the  Greek  models,  upon 
which  those  great  productions  have  manifestly  been 
formed. 

Such  was  his  oratory ;  but  oratory  is  only  the 
half,  and  tlie  lesser  half,  of  the  Nisi  Prius  advo- 
cate ;  and  Mr.  Erskine  never  was  known  to  fail  in 
the  more  important  moiety  of  the  part  he  had  to 
sustain.  The  entire  devotion  to  his  cause  which 
made  him  reject  everything  that  did  not  help  it 
forward,  and  indignantly  scorn  all  temptation  to 
sacrifice  its  smallest  point  for  any  rhetorical  tri- 
umph, was  not  the  only  virtue  of  his  advocacy. 
His  judgment  was  quick,  sound,  and  sure,  upon 
each  successive  step  to  be  taken ;  his  decision 
bold,  but  cautious  and  enlightened,  at  each  turn. 
His  speaking  was  hardly  more  perfect  than  his 
examination  of  witnesses,  the  art  in  which  so  much 
of  an  English  advocate's  skill  is  shown  ;  and  his 
examination-in-chief  was  as  excellent  as  his  cross- 
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examination  ;  a  department  so  apt  to  deceive  tiie 
vulg-ar,  and  wldch  yet  is,  generally  speaking-,  far 
less  available,  as  it  hardly  ever  is  more  ditKciilt, 
than  the  examination-in-ciiief,  or  in  reply.  In  all 
these  various  functions,  whether  of  addressing  the 
jury,  or  urging-  objections  to  the  court,  or  examin- 
ing his  own  witnesses,  or  cross-examining  his  ad- 
versary's, this  consun)mate  advocate  appeared  to 
fill  at  one  and  the  same  time  different  characters ; 
to  act  as  the  counsel  and  representative  of  the 
party,  and  yet  to  be  the  very  party  himself;  while 
he  addressed  the  tribunal,  to  be  also  acquainted 
with  every  feeling  and  thought  of  the  judge  or 
the  jury  ;  and  while  he  interrogated  tlie  witness, 
whether  to  draw  from  him  all  he  knew,  and  in  the 
most  favoui-able  shape,  or  to  shake  and  displace  all 
he  had  said  that  was  adverse,  he  appeared  to  have 
entered  into  the  mind  of  the  person  he  w^as  dealing 
with,  and  to  be  familiar  with  all  that  was  passing 
witiiin  it.  It  is  by  such  means  that  the  hearer  is 
to  be  moved,  and  the  truth  ascertained ;  and  he 
will  ever  be  the  most  successful  advocate  who  can 
approach  the  nearest  to  this  lofty  and  difficult 
position. 

The  speeches  of  this  great  man  are  preserved  to 
us  with  a  care  and  correctness  Avhich  those  only  of 
Mr.  Burke,  Mr.  AVindham,  Mr.  Canning,  and  Lord 
Dudley,  among  all  the  orators  of  mIioui  this  woik 
treats,  can  boast.     He  had  a  great  facility  of  com- 
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position  ;  he  wrote  both  much  and  correctly.  The 
five  volumes  which  remain  were  all  revised  by 
himself;  most  of  them  at  the  several  times  of  their 
first  publication.  Mr.  Windham,  too,  is  known  to 
have  left  most  of  his  speeches  written  out  correctly 
in  his  own  hand.  The  same  care  was  bestowed 
upon  their  speeches  by  the  others  just  named. 
Neither  those  of  Mr.  Fox,  or  Mr.  Pitt,  nor,  with 
one  or  two  exceptions,  of  Mr.  Sheridan,  ever  en- 
joyed the  same  advantages ;  and  a  most  unfair 
estimate  would  therefore  be  formed  of  their  elo- 
quence, as  compared  with  that  of  others,  were  men 
only  to  build  their  judgment  upon  the  records 
which  the  Parliamentary  Debates  present. 

Of  Mr.  Erskine's,  the  first,  beyond  all  doubt, 
was  his  speech  for  Stockdale,  foolishly  and  oppres- 
sively prosecuted  by  the  House  of  Commons,  for 
publishing  the  Reverend  Mr.  Logan's  eloquent 
tract  upon  Hastings's  impeachment.  There  are 
no  finer  things  in  modern,  and  few  finer  in  ancient 
eloquence  than  the  celebrated  passage  of  the  Indian 
Chief;  nor  has  beautiful  language  ever  been  used 
with  more  curious  felicity  to  raise  a  striking  and 
an  appropriate  image  before  the  mind,  than  in  the 
simile  of  the  winds  "  lashing  before  them  the  lazy 
elements,  which  without  the  tempest  would  stagnate 
into  pestilence."  The  speeches  on  Constructive 
Treason  are  also  noble  performances ;  in  which 
the  reader  never  can  forget  the  sublimity  of  the 
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denunciation  against  tliose  who  tooli  from  tlie 
'•'  file  tiie  sentence  against  Sidney,  wliich  should 
have  been  left  on  record  to  all  ages,  that  it  might 
arise  and  blacken  in  tlje  sight,  like  the  handwriting 
on  the  wall  before  the  Eastern  tyrant,  to  deter 
from  outrages  upon  justice."  One  or  two  of  the 
speeclies  upon  Seduction,  especially  that  for  the 
defendant  in  Howard  v.  Bingham,  are  of  exquisite 
beauty. 

It  remains  that  we  commemorate  the  deeds  which 
he  did,  and  which  cast  the  fame  of  his  oratory  into 
the  shade.  lie  was  an  undaunted  man  ;  he  was  an 
undaunted  advocate.  To  no  Court  did  he  ever 
truckle,  neither  to  the  Court  of  the  King,  neither 
to  the  Court  of  the  King's  Judges.  Their  smiles 
and  their  frowns  he  disregarded  alike  in  the  fear- 
less discharge  of  his  duty.  He  upheld  the  liberty 
of  the  press  against  the  one  ;  he  defended  the  rights 
of  the  people  against  both  combined  to  destroy 
them.  If  there  be  yet  amongst  us  the  power  of 
freely  discussing  the  acts  of  our  rulers  ;  if  there  be 
yet  the  privilege  of  meeting  for  the  promotion  of 
needful  reforms ;  if  he  who  desires  wholesome 
changes  in  our  Constitution  be  still  recognised  as 
a  patriot,  and  not  doomed  to  die  the  death  of  a 
traitor  ;  let  us  acknowledge  with  gratitude,  that 
to  this  great  man,  under  Heaven,  we  owe  this 
felicity  of  the  times.  In  1794,  his  dauntless 
energy,  his  indomitable  courage,  kindling  his  elo- 


64  STATESMEN  OF  TIME  OF  GEORGE  III. 

quence,  inspiring  his  conduct,  giving  direction  and 
lending  firmness  to  liis  matcliless"  skill,  resisted  the 
combination  of  statesmen,  and  princes,  and  lawyers 
—the  league  of  cruelty  and  craft,  formed  to  destroy 
our  liberties — and  triumphantly  scattered  to  the 
winds  the  half-accomplished  scheme  of  an  unspar- 
ing proscription.  Before  such  a  precious  service 
as  this,  well  may  the  lustre  of  statesmen  and  of 
orators  grow  pale ;  and  yet  this  was  the  achieve- 
ment of  one  only  not  the  first  orator  of  his  age, 
and  not  among  its  foremost  statesmen,  because  he 
was  beyond  all  comparison  the  most  accomplished 
advocate,  and  the  most  eloquent,  that  modern  times 
have  produced. 

The  disposition  and  manners  of  the  man  were 
hardly  less  attractive  than  liis  genius  and  his  pro- 
fessional skill  M'ere  admirable.  He  was,  like  almost 
all  great  men,  simple,  natural,  and  amiable ;  full 
of  humane  feelings  and  kindly  affections.  Of  wit 
he  had  little  or  none  in  conversation  ;  and  he  was 
too  gay  to  take  any  delight  in  discussion  ;  but  his 
humour  was  playful  to  buoyancy,  and  \\'ild  even  to 
extravagance  ;  and  he  indulged  his  roaming  and 
devious  and  abrupt  imagination  as  much  in  society, 
as  in  public  he  kept  it  under  rigorous  control. 
That  his  private  character  was  exempt  from  fail- 
ings can  in  no  wise  be  affirmed.  The  egotism 
Avhich  was  charged  upon  his  conversation,  and  in 
which  he  only  seemed  to  adopt  the  habit  of  the 
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foreiiMC  leaders  of  his  times,  was  wholly  uinuixed 
M'ith  auytliiiigoHeiisive  to  others;  though  it  might 
excite  a  smile  at  his  own  expense.  Far  from  seek- 
ing to  raise  himself  by  their  depression,  his  vanity 
was  of  tlie  best-naturefl  and  least  selfish  kind  ;  it 
was  wholly  social  and  tolerant,  and,  as  it  were, 
gregarious ;  nay,  he  always  seemed  to  extol  the 
deeds  of  others  with  fully  more  enthusiasm  than  he 
ever  displayed  in  recounting  his  own.  But  there 
were  darker  places  to  be  marked,  in  the  extreme 
imprudence  with  which  some  indulgences  were 
sought,  and  unfortunate  connexions,  even  late  in 
life,  formed.  Lord  Kenyon,  Mho  admired  and 
loved  him  fervently,  and  used  always  to  appear  as 
vain  of  him  as  a  schoolmaster  of  his  favourite 
pupil,  though  himself  rigorous  to  the  point  of 
asceticism,  was  wont  to  call  these  imperfections, 
viewing  them  tolerantly,  "  spots  in  the  sun  ;"  and 
it  must  with  sorrow  be  added,  that  as  tlie  lustre  of 
the  luminary  became  more  dim,  the  spots  did  not 
contract  in  their  dimensions.  The  usual  course  on 
such  occasions  is  to  say,  Taceamus  de  his, — but 
History  neither  asserts  her  greatest  privilege,  nor 
discharges  her  higher  duties,  when,  dazzled  by 
brilliant  genius,  or  astonislied  by  splendid  triumphs, 
or  even  softened  by  amiable  qualities,  she  abstains 
from  marking  those  defects  which  so  often  degrade 
the  most  sterling  worth,  and  which  the  talents  and 
the  affections  that  they  accompany  may  sometimes 
seduce  men  to  imitate. 
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The  striking  and  imposing  appearance  of  this 
great  man's  person  has  been  mentioned.  His  Her- 
culean strength  of  constitution  may  also  be  noted. 
During  tlie  eight-and-twenty  years  that  he  prac- 
tised at  the  bar,  he  never  was  prevented  for  one 
hour  from  attending  to  his  professional  duties.  At 
the  famous  State  Trials  in  1794,  he  lost  his  voice 
on  the  evening  before  he  was  to  address  the  Jury. 
It  returned  to  him  just  in  time,  and  this,  like  other 
felicities  of  his  career,  he  always  ascribed  to  a 
special  providence,  with  the  habitually  religious 
disposition  of  mind  which  was  hereditary  in  the 
godly  families  that  he  sprung  from. 
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A  PERSON  of  great  eminence,  who,  like  Mr.  Ers- 
kine,  arose  from  the  Bar,  where,  however,  lie  never 
distinguished  himself  much,  was  Mr.  Perceval,  a 
man  of  verj'  quick  parts,  much  energ\'  of  chamcter, 
dauntless  courage,  joined  to  patient  inilustry,  prac- 
tised fluency  as  a  speaker,  great  skill  and  readiness 
as  a  debater ;  but  of  no  information  boyonil  what 
a  classical  etlucation  gives  the  common  riui  of 
English  youths.  Of  views  upon  all  things  the 
most  narrow,  upon  religious  and  even  political 
questions  tlie  most  bigoted  and  intolerant,  his 
range  of  mental  vision  was  confined  in  proportion 
to  his  ignorance  on  all  general  subjects.  "Within 
that  sphere  he  saw  with  extreme  acuteness, — as 
the  mole  is  supposed  to  be  more  sharp-sighted 
than  the  eagle  for  half  a  quarter  of  an  inch  before 
it ;  but  as  beyond  the  limits  of  his  little  liorizon 
he  saw  no  better  than  the  mole,  so,  like  her,  he 
firmly  believed,  and  always  acted  on  the  belief, 
that  beyond  what  he  could  descrj'  notliiiig  wliat- 
evcr  existed  ;  and  he  mistrusted,  dreaded,  and  even 
hatetl  all  who  had  an  ampler  visual  range   than 
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himself.     But  here,  unhappily,  all  likeness  ceases 
between  the  puny  animal  and  the  powerful  states- 
man.    Beside  the  manifest  sincerity  of  his  convic- 
tions, attested,  perhaps,  by  his  violence  and  ran- 
cour, he  possessed  many  qualities,  both  of  the  head 
and  the  heart,  Avhich  strongly  recommended  him 
to  the  confidence  of  the  English  people.     He  never 
scared  them  b/  refinements,  nor  alarmed  their  fears 
by  any  sympathy  with  improvements   out    of  the 
old  and  beaten  track  ;  and  he  shared  largely  in  all 
their  favourite    national    prejudices.     A    devoted 
adherent  of  the  Crown,  and  a  pious   son   of  the 
Church,  he  was  dear  to  all  who  celebrate  their 
revels  by  libations  to  Church  and  King — most  of 
whom  regard  the  clergy  as  of  far  more  importance 
than  the  gospel — all  of  whom  are  well  enough  dis- 
posed to  set  the  monarch  above  the  law.     Add  to 
this,  the  accidental  qualification  of  high  birth,  in  a 
family  excessively  attached  to  the  Court  and  the 
Establishment,  and  still  more  the  real  virtues  which 
adorned    his   character;    a  domestic    life  without 
stain,   an  exemplary  discharge  of  the  duties  that 
devolve    on   the  father  of  a  numerous   family,   a 
punctual  performance  of  all  his  obligations,  a  tem- 
per which,   though  quick   and  even   irritable,  was 
generally  good,  a  disposition  charitable  and  kind 
where  the  rancour  of  party  or  sect  left  his  nature 
free  scope.     From  all  sordid  feelings  he  was  en- 
tirely exempt — regardless  of  pecuniary  interest — 
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careless  of  mere  fortune— aiming-  at  j)o\ver  alone 
— and  only  sutlering  his  ambition  to  be  restrained 
by  its  intermixture  with  his  fiery  zeal  for  the  suc- 
cess of  Jiis  cherished  principles,  religious  and  civil. 
The  whole  character  thus  formed,  wiiether  intel- 
lectual or  moral,  was  euiinently  fitted  to  command 
the  respect  and  win  the  favour  of  a  nation  whose 
prejudices  are  numerous  and  deep-rooted,  and  whose 
regard  for  the  decencies  of  private  life  readily 
accepts  a  strict  observance  of  them  as  a  substitute 
for  almost  any  political  defect,  and  a  compensation 
for  many  political  crimes. 

The  eloquence  of  3Ir.  IVrceval,  any  more  than 
his  capacity,  was  not  of  the  highest  order  ;  although, 
like  his  capacity,  it  was  always  strenuously  exerted, 
and  sometimes  extremely  po\\erful.  lie  was  a 
person  of  acute  and  quicl;.  rather  than  of  great 
faculties.  At  tlie  bar  his  success  was  assured,  if 
he  had  not  deviatetl  into  politics  ;  giving  a  rival 
to  that  mistress  whicli  is  jealous  to  excess  of  the 
least  infidelity  in  her  suitor.  The  nimbleness  of 
mind  and  industry  of  application  which  then  dis- 
tinguished him  he  brought  into  the  House  of  Com- 
mons ;  and  differing  from  other  lawyers,  he  wa* 
always  so  lively  as  to  be  heard  without  any  effort 
in  a  place  far  enougli  from  being  enamoured  with 
the  gown.  As  Attorney-General  to  Mr.  Adding- 
ton,  and  bearing  almost  the  whole  burthen  of  the 
luiequal  debate,  while  the  forces  of  Fox,  Pitt,  and 
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Windham  combined  to  assail  the  meagre  Treasury 
Bench,  his  talents  sparkled  with  peculiar  bright- 
ness. His  dexterity  in  any  great  or  any  personal 
conflict ;  his  excellent  language,  always  purely  but 
unaffectedly  English,  nor  ever  chargeable  with 
incorrect  taste ;  his  attention  constantly  awake, 
and  his  spirit  ever  dauntless,  nay,  rather  rising  with 
the  emergency — gained  him  the  greatest  reputation 
as  a  ready  and  a  powerful  debater.  When  quitting 
the  profession  in  1807,  and  taking  the  lead  of  the 
House  of  Commons,  he  appeared  as  the  first  mi- 
nister in  all  but  name,  and  afterwards,  on  the  Duke 
of  Portland's  death,  had  the  title  with  the  functions 
of  Premier,  his  success  was  inferior ;  and  he  did 
not  for  some  time  act  up  to  the  reputation  which 
he  had  gained  in  the  subordinate  and  half-pro- 
fessional station. 

But  the  debates  upon  the  Eegency  in  1811, 
M'hen  he  fought,  almost  single-handed,  a  battle  for 
royal  prerogative  against  constitutional  principle  ; 
with  the  prospect  of  the  Regent  being  his  principal 
opponent,  as  his  original  connexion  with  Queen 
Caroline  had  made  him  his  implacable  enemy — 
these  contests  drew  forth  all  his  abilities,  and 
placed  him  at  once  in  the  highest  rank  of  debaters. 
His  party  too  were  popular  in  the  country,  fond  of 
Kings,  particularly  attached  to  George  III.,  dis- 
trustful and  averse  towards  his  successor,  above  all, 
deeply  revering  the   Established    Church,   whose 
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selected  and    zealous  champion   the  minister    had 
long    been.       His    manner    of   speaking,   familiar 
tliough   quick,  lively,   smart,  yet   plain  upon   the 
-whole,  and  otfending  no  one  by  figures  or  by  tropes, 
was  exceedingly  popular  in   the  House   of  Com- 
mons, M-here  the  dullest  have  no  dislike  to  an  acute 
and  clear  leader,  so  he  be  not  over  brilliant  and 
witty.     He  was  a  man  of  business  too  in  all  his 
habits   both  of  living  and  of  speaking ;  opening  a 
diy  question  of  finance  or  regulation,  Avith  as  great 
spirit  as  he  would  reply  to  a  personal  attack  :  above 
all,  his  gallantry  in  debate  well  fitted  him   for  a 
leader.     Whoever  miglit  quail   before  a  powerful 
adversary,  or    faint  under  tlie  pressure  of  a  bad 
cause,  or   take  fright   in  a  storm  of  popular  con- 
tention and  even  indignation,  he  was  none  of  these ; 
rather  the  louder  raged  the  tempest,  so  much  the 
shriller  rose  the  voice  that  called  his  forces  toge- 
tlier,  and  united   them   for  the  work   of  the  day, 
whether  to  face  the  enemy  or  to  weather  the  gale. 
Even  in   1809,  wlien   tlie  firmness   of  tlie    Royal 
family  and  tlie  Ministry  Mas  sorely  tried,  but  above 
all,  of  him,  a  pattern  of  morality,  a  strict  observer 
of  ordinances,  a  somewliat   intolerant  exactor  of 
piety  in  others,  of  him  who,  beyond  all  men,  must 
have  found  it  hard  to  face  the  moral  or  religious 
indignation  of  the  whole   country,  roused  by  the 
veil  being  for  a  moment  torn  rudely  aside  which 
had  hitherto  covered  over  the  tender  immoralities 
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of  Royal  life — even  then  the  person  most  likely  to 
be  struck  down  by  the  blast  was  the  first  to  face 
it,  and  to  slruggle  on  manfully  through  the  whole 
of  that  difficult  crisis,  as  if  he  had  never  spoken  of 
the  Church,  and  the  moral  law,  and  wives  and 
children,  and  domestic  ties,  and  the  profligacy  of 
courts,— as  if  the  people,  of  all  sects  and  all  classes, 
Avere  looking  on,  the  calm  spectators  of  an  ordi- 
nary debate.  The  public  voice  rendered  him  on 
this  occasion  the  justice  ever  done  to  men  who 
show  in  performing  their  duty  that  they  have  tlie 
courage  to  disregard  clamour,  and  to  rely  upon 
their  reputation  as  a  shield  against  misconstruc- 
tion. No  stain  rested  upon  his  character  from  his 
gallant  defence  of  the  Duke  of  York ;  and  they 
who  were  successful  in  attacking  the  fair  fame  of 
the  Prince,  failed  in  all  their  attempts  to  blacken 
his  official  defender.  In  the  next  Session,  he  met 
Parliament  with  a  Ministry  crippled  by  the  loss 
of  both  Mr.  Canning's  eloquence,  and  Lord  Castle - 
reagh's  manly  courage,  and  long  experience  of 
afikirs, — met  it  too,  after  such  a  signal  calamity  as 
never  before  had  attended  any  failure  of  the  Go- 
vernment in  its  military  operations.  But  he  again 
presented  the  same  undaunted  front  to  all  perils ; 
and  having  happily  obtained  the  co-operation  of 
Lord  Wellesley,  and  continuing  to  enjoy  the  be- 
nefit of  his  illustrious  brother's  victories,  he  aefain 
triumphed   over  all    opposition,  until  the  Prince 
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Ivegeut's  desertion  of  his  friends  seemed  to  give 
the  Tory  party  a  lease  of  their  places  durijig  liis 
life. 

Tills  eminent  person's  career  was  cut  short  while 
in  the  midst  of  tlie  most  dirticiilt  stni'j^ufle  of  all  in 
whicii  he  was  fated  to  engage.  Tlie  iiiHuence  of 
his  friend  Mr.  Stephen  over  his  mind  was  un- 
bounded. Agreeing  on  all  political  questions,  and 
alike  in  the  strength  of  their  religious  feelings,  al- 
though the  one  leant  towards  the  High  Church 
party,  and  the  other  was  a  Low  Churchman,  upon 
all  questions  connected  with  neutral  rights,  he  in 
an  especial  manner  deferred  to  the  opinion  of  him 
whose  professional  life  had  been  chiefly  passed  in 
the  discussion  of  them.  Accordingly  the  measure 
of  the  Orders  in  Council  devised  by  him  was  readily 
adopted  by  the  minister,  who,  never  giving  either 
his  support  or  his  opposition  by  halves,  always 
flung  himself  into  any  cause  wluch  he  espoused 
with  as  much  zeal  as  if  it  were  his  own.  Add  to 
this,  his  hearty  and  deep-rooted  hatred  of  Napoleon 
whom  he  regarded  wilii  tlie  true  feelings  of  the 
people,  as  he  accurately  represented  their  national 
prejudices — the  scorn  of  the  Americans,  whom  he 
disliked  with  the  animosity  peculiar  to  all  the  cour- 
tiers of  George  III. — liis  truly  English  feeling  in 
favour  of  obtaining  through  the  war  a  monopoly  of 
all  trade,  and  brina-iner  into  London  and  Bristol 
the  commerce  of  the  world — all  these  desires  were 
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gratified,  and  these  feelings  indulged,  by  a  system 
which,  under  the  mask  of  retaliation  upon  France, 
professed  to  extinguish,  or  to  absorb  into  our  own 
commerce,  the  trade  of  all  the  neutrals  whom 
France  had  oppressed  in  order  to  injure  us  ;  and 
Mr.  Perceval  thus  became  as  strenuous  a  champion 
of  this  unjust  and  preposterous  plan  as  its  author 
himself.  In  }  808  he  had  prevailed  with  Parliament 
to  give  it  a  full  trial ;  and  in  four  years,  instead  of 
collecting  all  the  trade  of  the  world  into  England, 
it  had  effectually  ruined  whatever  Napoleon's 
measures  had  left  of  our  own. 

Accordingly,  a  motion  was  carried  at  the  end  of 
April,  1812,  for  examining  the  question  in  a  com- 
mittee of  the  whole  house,  and  in  taking  the  evi- 
dence which  was  adduced  to  show  the  ruinous 
effects  of  the  system,  he  with  Mr.  Stephen  bore 
night  after  night  the  principal  part.  As  they  both 
hoped  that  the  clamour  out  of  doors  would  subside 
if  time  were  given,  the  struggle  always  was  to  put 
off  the  inquiry,  and  thus  to  protract  the  decision  ; 
and  Messrs.  Brougham  and  Baring,  who  conducted 
it,  with  some  difficulty  prevailed  so  far  as  to  begin 
the  examination  of  the  witnesses  exactly  at  half- 
past  four  o'clock.  On  the  11th  of  May,  Mr.  Per- 
ceval had  been  later  than  the  appointed  time,  and 
after  complaining  of  this  delay,  Mr.  Brougham, 
at  a  quarter  before  five,  had  called  his  first  witness, 
and  was  examining  him,  when  a  messenger  deputed 
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to  bring  the  minister  met  him  -walking  towards 
tlie  house  with  Mr.  Stephen  arm-in-arm.  He 
instantly,  with  his  accustonietl  activity,  darted  for- 
ward (o  obey  the  summons,  but  for  which  Mr. 
Stephen,  who  happened  to  be  on  his  left  side, 
would  have  been  the  victim  of  the  assassin's  blow, 
whicii  prostrated  jNIr.  Perceval  as  he  entered  tlie 
lobby.  The  wretched  man,  by  name  Bellingham, 
had  no  kind  of  quarrel  with  him  ;  but  complained 
of  a  suit  at  St.  Petersburgh  having  been  neglected 
by  our  ambassador  there,  Lord  Granville,  whom 
he  intended  to  have  destroyed  had  not  Mr.  Perceval 
fallen  hrst  in  his  way.  lie  never  attempted  to 
escape;  but  was  taken,  committed,  tried,  con- 
demned, executed,  dissected,  all  within  one  week 
from  the  time  that  he  fired  the  shot.  So  great  an 
outrage  upon  justice  never  was  witnessed  in  modern 
times ;  for  the  application  to  delay  the  trial,  until 
evidence  of  hrs  insanitv  could  be  brought  from 
Liverpool,  was  refused,  and  the  trial  proceeded, 
while  both  the  court,  the  witnesses,  the  jury,  and 
the  people,  were  under  the  influence  of  the  feelings 
naturally  excited  by  the  deplorable  slaughter  of 
one  of  the  most  eminent  and  virtuous  men  in  any 
rank  of  the  community. 

It  has  been  said  already  that  Mr.  Perceval  was 
both  imperfectly  educated  and  very  narrow  minded. 
He  was  the  slave  of  violent  prejudices,  and  had 
never  made  any  effort  to  shake    them  off",  or  to 
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mitigate  them  by  instructing  himself  in  any  of  the 
branches  of  learning  out  of  his  own  profession,  save 
only  that  he  had  the  ordinary  portion  of  classical 
learning  which  all  English  gentlemen  acquire  in 
their  early  youth.  How  amiable  soever  in  private 
life,  he  was  intolerant  of  others  who  differed  with 
him  in  the  proportion  of  his  ignorance,  and  com- 
mitted tlie  error  of  all  such  conscientious  but 
bigoted  men,  the  forgetting  that  those  of  opposite 
sentiments  have  exactly  the  same  excuse  for  un- 
yielding obstinacy  that  they  have  for  rooted  dislike 
towards  adverse  doctrines.  They  feel  all  the  heat 
of  intolerance,  but  jnake  no  kind  of  allowance  for 
others  feeling  somewhat  of  the  fire  which  burns  so 
fiercely  within  themselves. 


(     77     ) 


LORD   GRENVILLE. 


The  two  eminent  iDersonages  of  whom  we  liave 
been  speaking-,  were  Mr.  Pitt's  contemporaries  and 
political  adherents,  though  of  a  less  ad\anced  age. 
I3ut  Lord  Grenville  was  of  lus  own  standing',  fol- 
lowed  lus  fortune  during  the  eventful  period  of  the 
coalesced  opposition  and  the  first  French  Avar,  left 
office  with  him  in  1801,  nor  quitted  him  until  he 
consented  to  resume  it  iii  1804,  preferring  place  to 
character,  and  leaviiig  the  Whigs,  by  whose  help 
he  had  overthrown  the  Addington  Administration. 
From  that  moment  Lord  Grenville  joined  the 
Whig  partj^,  with  whom  to  the  end  of  his  public 
life  he  continued  to  act. 

A  greater  accession  to  the  popular  cause  and 
the  AVhig  party  it  was  impossible  to  imagine,  unless 
Mr.  Pitt  himself  had  persevered  in  his  desire  of 
rejoining  the  standard  under  which  his  first  and 
noblest  battles  were  fought.  All  the  qualities  in 
Mhich  their  long  opposition  and  personal  habits 
made  them  deficient,  Lord  Grenville  possessed  in 
an  ennnent  degree ;    long  habits  of  business  had 

VOL.   II.  J. 
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matured  his  experience  and  disciplined  his  natu- 
rally vigorous  understanding ;  a  life  studiously- 
regular  had  surrounded  him  with  the  respect  of  his 
countrymen,  and  of  those  whom  the  dazzling  talents 
of  others  could  not  blind  to  their  loose  propen- 
sities or  idle  habits  ;  a  firm  attachment  to  the 
Cliurch  as  by  law  established  attracted  towards 
him  the  confidence  of  those  who  subscribe  to  its 
doctrines  and  approve  its  discipline ;  Avhile  his 
tried  prudence  and  discretion  were  a  balance  much 
wanted  against  the  opposite  defects  of  the  Whig 
party,  and  especially  of  their  most  celebrated 
leader. 

After  Mr.  G rattan,  it  would  be  difficult  to  point 
out  any  person  to  whom  the  great  and  fundamental 
question  of  Irish  Policy,  and  the  cause  of  religious 
liberty  in  general,  was  so  much  indebted  as  Lord 
Grenville ;  *    while,   in   the   sacrifices  which   he 

*  The  plan  of  this  work  of  course  precludes  all  reference, 
at  least  all  detailed  reference,  to  the  conduct  and  the  merits 
of  living  statesmen.  But  for  this  an  ample  field  would  be 
opened,  in  which  to  expatiate  upon  the  transcendent  services 
of  Lord  Grey,  and  the  ample  sacrifices  which  he  made, 
during  the  greater  part  of  his  political  life,  to  the  rights  and 
the  interests  of  the  Irish  people.  Lord  Wcllesley's  services 
in  the  same  cause,  it  is  also,  for  the  same  reason,  impossible 
to  enter  upon,  further  than  to  remind  the  reader  that,  after 
having  almost  begun  life  as  the  advocate  of  the  Catholic 
claims,  he,  and  after  him  Lord  Anglesey,  first  set  the 
example  to  succeeding  Viceroys  of  ruling  Ireland  with  the 
most  perfect  justice  to  all  parties,  and  holding  the  balance 
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made  to  it,  lie  ccrtiiiiily  much  exceedoil  3Ir.  G rat- 
tan himself.  Jlc  was  enabled  to  render  this  valu- 
able service  to  his  country,  not  more  by  his  natural 
abilities,  which  were  of  a  very  liisjh  order — sound 
judgment,  extraordinary  memory,  an  almost  ine- 
ternatural  power  of  application — and  by  the  rich 
stores  of  knowledge  which  those  eminent  qualities 
had  put  him  in  possession  of,  than  by  the  acci- 
dental circumstances  in  his  previous  history  and 
present  position  —  his  lung-  experience  in  office, 
which  had  tried  and  matured  his  talents  in  times 
of  unexampled  difficulty— his  connexion  witii  ^Ir. 
Pitt,  both  in  tiie  kindred  of  blood  and  of  place,  so 
well  fitted  to  conciliate  the  Tory  party,  or  at  all 
events  to  disarm  their  hostility,  and  lull  their  sus- 
picions—  above  all,  the  well-known  and  steady 
attachment  of  himself  and  his  fiunily  to  the  prin- 
ciples and  the  establishment  of  the  Church  of 
England. 

"When,  therefore,  he  quitted  power  with  ]\rr. 
Titt  in  1801,  rather  than  abandon  the  Catholic 
Emancipation,  the  carrying-  of  which  had  only  a 
year  before  been  held  out  as  one  of  the  i)rincipal 
objects  of  the  Union;  and  when,  in  1804,  he 
peremptorily  refused  to  join  Mr.  Pitt  in  resunung- 
office,  unless  a  ministry  should  be   formed   upon  a 

of  favour  even,  -with  a  steady  hand,  between  Catholic  and 
Protestant,  Churchman  and  Dissenter. 
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basis  wide  enough  to  comprehend  the  Whig  party  ; 
the  cause  of  liberal,  tolerant  principles,  but,  above 
all,   the  Irish  question,  gained  an  able  supporter, 
whose  alliance,  whether  his  intrinsic  or  accidental 
qualities  were  considered,  might  justly  be  esteemed 
beyond  all  price.     The  friends  of  civil  and  reli- 
gious liberty  duly  valued  this  most  important  ac- 
cession ;    and  the  distinguished   statesman  whom 
they  now  accounted  as  one  of  their  most  powerful 
champions,  and  trusted  as  one  of  their  most  worthy 
leaders,    amply  repaid    the  confidence  reposed  in 
him,   by   the   steady  and    disinterested   devotion 
which,  with  his  characteristic  integrity  and  firm- 
ness, he   gave  to  the  cause.     Taking  office  with 
Mr.  Fox,  and  placed  at  the  head  of  the  govern- 
ment, upon  the  death  of  that  great  man  he  peremp- 
torily, and  with  bare    courtesy,   rejected   all   the 
overtures  of  the  King  to  separate  from  the  Whigs, 
and  rejoin  his  ancient  allies  of   the  Pitt   school. 
Soon  afterwards,  in  firm  union  \vith   the  remains 
of  the  Fox  party,  he  carried  the  Abolition  of  the 
Slave  Trade,  and  retired  from  power,  rather  than 
bind  himself  not  to  press  the   Catholic   Emanci- 
pation upon   the  narrow-minded  though  conscien- 
tious Prince  whom  he  served.     Continuing  in  close 
alliance  with  the  Whigs,  he  shared  Avith  them  the 
frowns  of  the  Court  and  the  habitual  exclusion 
from  office  which  has,  for  the  most  part,  been  their 
portion  in  public  life.     Nor  can  it  be  doubted  that 
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llic  pcTscvciance  Avitli  wliicli  lie  abided  by  his 
decluied  opinions  in  favour  of  the  Cutiiolic  Ques- 
tion alone  prcAcntcd  him  from  presiding  over  the 
councils  of  his  country,  during,  at  tlie  least,  twenty 
years  of  his  life.  They  who  have  come  to  the  aid 
of  the  liberal  cause  only  when  its  success  made  an 
adhesion  to  it  the  road  to  Court  favour,  with  all 
its  accompaniments  of  profit  and  of  power,  have  a 
very  different  account  of  mutual  obligation  to  settle 
with  their  country,  from  that  which  Lord  Gren- 
ville  could  at  any  time  since  his  retirement  have 
presented,  but  disdained  ever  even  to  hint  at, 
lUit  they  who,  after  his  powerful  advocacy,  his 
inflexible  integrity,  his  heavy  sacrifices,  had  all 
but  carried  the  Irish  question,  have  come  forward 
to  finish  the  good  work,  and  have  reaped  every 
kind  of  gratification  from  doing  their  duty,  instead 
of  making  a  sacrifice  of  their  interests  like  him, 
would  do  well,  while  they  usurp  all  the  glory  of 
these  successes,  to  recollect  the  men  whose  labours, 
requited  Avith  proscription,  led  the  way  to  com- 
paratively insignificant  exertions,  still  more  bene- 
ficial to  the  individuals  that  made  them,  than 
advantageous  to  the  cause  they  served. 

The  endowments  of  this  eminent  statesman's 
mind  were  all  of  a  useful  and  commanding  sort — 
sound  sense,  steady  memory,  vast  industry.  His 
acquirements  Avere  in  the  same  proportion  valuable 
and  lasting — a  thorough   acquaintance  with  busi- 
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ness  in  its  principles  and  in  its  details ;  a  complete 
mastery  of  the  science  of  politics  as  well  theoretical 
as  practical ;  of  late  years  a  perfect  familiarity 
witli  political  economy,  and  a  just  appreciation  of 
its  importance ;  an  early  and  most  extensive  know- 
ledge of  classical  literature,  which  he  improved 
instead  of  abandoning,  down  to  the  close  of  his 
life ;  a  taste  formed  upon  tliose  chaste  models,  and 
of  which  his  lighter  compositions,  his  Greek  and 
Latin  verses,  bore  testimony  to  the  very  last.  His 
eloquence  was  of  a  plain,  masculine,  authoritative 
cast,  which  neglected  if  it  did  not  despise  orna- 
ment, and  partook  in  the  least  possible  degree  of 
fancy,  while  its  declamation  was  often  equally 
powerful  with  its  reasoning  and  its  statement. 

The  faults  of  liis  character  were  akin  to  some  of 
the  excellences  which  so  greatly  distinguished  it ; 
his  firmness  was  apt  to  degenerate  into  obstinacy  ; 
his  confidence  in  the  principles  he  held  was  not 
unmixed  with  contempt  for  those  who  differed  from 
him.  His  unbending  honesty  and  straightforward 
course  of  dealing  with  all  men  and  all  subjects  not 
vmfrequently  led  him  to  neglect  those  courtesies 
whicli  facilitate  political  and  personal  intercourse, 
and  that  spirit  of  conciliation  which,  especially  in 
a  mixed  government  chiefly  conducted  by  party, 
sometimes  enables  men  to  win  a  way  which  they 
cannot  force  towards  the  attainment  of  important 
objects.     Perhaps  his  most  unfortunate  prejudices 
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were  those  mLuIi  he  lnul  early  imbibed  upon  cer- 
tain matters  of  Ecclesiastical  Polity,  ami  wiiieli 
the  accidental  circumstance  of  his  connexion  with 
Oxford  as  Chancellor  strengthened  to  the  exclusion 
of  the  reforming  spirit  carried  by  him  into  all  in- 
stitutions of  a  merely  secular  kind.  Upon  tiie 
Parliamentary  constitution  of  the  country  he  had 
no  such  alarms  or  scruples  ;  and,  although  it  is 
certain  that  he  would  have  reformed  it  much  more 
gradually  than  the  long  delay  of  the  great  measure 
rendered  ultimately  necessary,  it  is  equally  clear 
that  he  would  have  stopped  short  of  no  improve- 
ment which  could  be  reasonably  required,  merely 
because  it  was  a  change.  For  he  was  in  this 
greatest  quality  of  a  statesman  pre-eminently  dis- 
tinguished, that,  as  he  neither  would  yield  up  his 
judgment  to  the  clamour  of  the  people,  nor  suffer 
himself  to  be  seduced  by  the  influence  of  the  Court, 
so  would  he  never  submit  his  reason  to  tlie  empire 
of  prejudice,  or  own  the  supremacy  of  authority 
and  tradition.  "  Peliqui  sunt,  qui  mortui  sunt — 
L.  Torquatus,  quem  tu  non  tam  cito  rhetorem 
dixisse.'s,  etsi  non  deerat  oratio,  quam,  ut  Greeci 
dicunt,  TToXiriKoy.  Erant  in  eo  plurimai  litterje, 
iiec  em  vulgares,  scd  interiores  qua;dam  et  recon- 
ditae,  divlua  memoria,  summa  verborum  et  gravitas 
et  elegantia  :  atque  htec  omnia  vita?  decorabat  dig- 
iiitas  et  integritas.  Plena  litteratae  senectutis 
oratio.      Quanta    severitas    in    vultu  !      Quantum 
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pondus  in  verbis !  Quam  nihil  non  consideratum 
exibat  ex  ore  !  Sileamus  de  isto,  ne  aiigeamus 
dolorem.  Nam  et  prseteritorum  recordatio  est 
acerba,  et  acerbior  expectatio  reliquorum."* 

*  Cicero,  Brutus,  266. 


(     85     ) 


MR.    GRATTAN. 


TuE  name  which  we  mentioned  as  superior  to  even 
Lord  Grenville  in  services  to  the  Irish  question, 
recalls  to  mind  one  of  the  greatest  men  of  liis 
age — Henry  G rattan. 

It  would  not  be  easy  to  point  out  any  statesman 
or  patriot,  in  any  age  of  the  world,  whose  fame 
stands  higher  ibr  his  public  services  ;  nor  is  it 
possible  to  name  any  one,  tlie  purity  of  whose 
reputation  has  been  stained  by  so  few  faults,  and 
the  lustre  of  whose  renown  is  dinuned  by  so  few 
imperfections.  From  the  earliest  year  at  which 
he  could  appear  upon  the  political  stage,  he  de- 
voted himself  to  state  affairs.  "While  yet  in  the 
prime  of  youth,  he  had  achieved  a  victory  which 
stands  at  the  head  of  all  the  triumphs  ever  won  by 
a  patriot  for  his  country  in  modern  times ;  he  had 
effected  an  important  revolution  in  the  Govern- 
ment, witliout  violence  of  any  kind,  arid  had  broken 
chains  of  tlie  most  degrading  kind,  by  which  the 
injustice  and  usurpation  of  three  centuries  had 
bound  her  down.  Her  immediate  gratitude  placed 
him  in  a  situation  of  independence,  wliich  enabled 

E  3 
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him  to  consecrate  the  remainder  of  his  days  to  her 
service,  without  the  interruption  arising-  from  pro- 
fessional pursuits  ;  and  he  continued  to  persevere  in 
the  same  course  of  patriotism  marked  by  a  rare 
union  of  the  moderation  x^hich  springs  from  com- 
bined wisdom  and  virtue,  A\itli  the  firmness  and 
the  zeal  which  are  peculiar  to  genius.  No  factious 
partisan,  making  devotion  to  the  jiublic  cause  a 
convenient  and  a  safe  mask  for  the  attainment  of 
his  selfish  interests,  whether  of  sordid  avarice  or  of 
crawling  ambition,  ever  found  in  Grattan  either 
an  instrument  or  an  accomplice.  No  true  friend 
of  the  jjeople,  inspired  with  a  generous  desire  of 
extirpating  abuses,  and  of  extending  the  reign  of 
freedom,  ever  complained  of  Grattan's  slowness  to 
join  tlie  untarnished  banner  of  patriotism.  No 
advocate  of  human  improvement,  filled  with  tlie 
sacred  zeal  of  enlarging  the  enjoyments  or  elevat- 
ing the  condition  of  mankind,  was  ever  damped  in 
his  aspirations  by  Grattan's  coldness,  or  had  reason 
to  wisli  him  less  the  advocate  of  Ireland  and  more 
the  friend  of  his  species. 

The  principal  battle  which  he  fought  for  his 
native  country  required  him  to  embrace  every 
great  and  difficult  question  of  domestic  policy  ;  for 
the  misrule  and  oppression  exercised  by  England 
over  the  Irish  jjeople  extended  to  all  tlieir  com- 
mercial dealings,  as  well  as  to  their  political  rights, 
and  sought  to  fetter  their  trade  by  a  complicated 
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system  of  vexatious  regulations,  as  well  as  to  awe 
their  legi^ilators  by  an  assumption  of  sovereignty, 
and  to  impose  the  fetters  of  a  foreign  jurisdiction 
upon  the  athninistration  of  justice  itself.  In  no 
part  of  this  vast  and  various  field  were  Mr.  G rat- 
tan's powers  found  to  fail,  or  his  acquirements  to 
prove  deficient ;  and  he  liandled  the  details  of  fiscal 
and  of  mercantile  policy  with  as  much  accuracy 
and  as  great  address  as  he  brought  to  the  discus- 
sion of  the  broader  and  easier  though  more  mo- 
mentous subject — the  great  question  of  National 
Independence.  He  was  left,  on  the  achievement 
of  his  great  triumph,  in  possession  of  as  brilliant 
a  reputation  as  man  could  desire;  and  it  was  un- 
sullied by  any  one  act  either  of  factious  violence, 
or  of  personal  meanness,  or  of  the  inconsistency 
into  which  overmuch  vehemence  in  the  pursuit  of 
j)raiseworthy  objects  is  wont  to  betray  even  the 
most  virtuous  men.  The  popular  favour  which 
he  enjoyed  to  so  unexampled  a  degree,  and  in  such 
unmeasured  profusion,  was  in  a  short  time  destined 
to  suffer  an  interruption,  not  unusual  in  the  histoiy 
of  popular  leaders;  and  for  refusing  to  join  in  the 
designs,  of  a  more  than  doubtful  origiil,  of  men 
inferior  in  reputation  of  every  kind,  and  of  a  more 
tlian  doubtful  honesty — men  who  proscribed  as  un- 
wortliy  of  the  people's  esteem  all  tliat  acknow- 
ledged any  restraints  of  moderation — he  lived  to 
see  liimself  denounced  by  the  factious,  reviled  by 
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the  unprincipled,  and  abandoned  by  their  dupes^ 
the  bulk  of  the  very  nation  whose  idol  he  had  so 
lately  been. 

The  war  with  France,  and  the  fear  of  revolu- 
tionary movements  at  home,  rendered  him  for 
some  years  an  alarmist ;  and  he  joined  with  those 
who  supported  the  hostilities  into  which  Mr.  Pitt 
and  the  Portland  seceders  from  the  Whig  party 
unhappily  plunged  the  empire.  But  he  carried 
his  support  of  arbitrary  measures  at  home  a  very 
short  way,  compared  with  the  new  allies  of  the 
Government  in  England ;  and  the  4)roceedings  of 
the  Irish  Ministry,  during  and  after  the  Eebellion, 
found  in  him  an  adversary  as  uncompromising  as 
in  the  days  of  his  most  strenuous  patriotism,  and 
most  dazzling  popularity.  Despairing  of  success 
by  any  efforts  of  the  party  in  Parliament,  he 
joined  in  the  measure  of  secession  adopted  by  the 
English  Whigs,  but  after  a  manner  far  more  re- 
concilable to  a  sense  of  public  duty,  as  well  as  far 
more  effective  in  itself,  than  the  absurd  and  incon- 
sistent course  which  they  pursued,  of  retaining  the 
office  of  representatives,  while  they  refused  to  per- 
form any  of  its  duties,  except  the  enjoyment  of  its 
personal  privileges.  Mr.  C4rattan  and  the  leaders 
of  the  Irish  opposition  vacated  their  seats  at  once, 
and  left  their  constituents  to  choose  other  dele- 
gates. When  the  Union  was  propounded,  they 
again  returned  to  their  posts,  and  offered  a  resist- 
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ance  to  that  measure,  which  at  first  proved  sue- 
cessfulj  and  deferred  for  a  year  the  accomplish- 
ment of  a  measure  planned  in  true  wisdom,  though 
executed  by  most  corrupt  and  corrupting-  means 
— a  measure  as  necessary  for  the  well-being  of 
Ireland  as  for  the  security  of  the  empire  at  large. 
lie  entered  the  Imperial  parliament  in  I8O0,  and 
continued,  witii  the  exception  of  the  question  upon 
the  renewal  of  the  war  in  18  lo,  a  constant  and 
most  powerful  coadjutor  of  the  AVhig  party ^  re- 
fusing office  wlien  they  came  into  power  upon  Mr. 
Pitt's  death,  but  lending  them  a  strenuous  support 
upon  all  great  cpiestions,  whether  of  English  po- 
licy or  of  Irish,  and  showing  himself  most  con- 
spicuously above  the  mean  and  narrow  spirit  that 
would  confine  a  statesman's  exertions  to  the  ques- 
tions which  interest  one  portion  of  the  empire,  or 
with  which  his  own  fame  in  former  times  may 
have  been  more  peculiarly  entwined. 

Among  the  orators,  as  among  the  statesmen  of 
his  age,  Mr.  Grattan  occupies  a  place  in  the  fore- 
most rank  ;  and  it  was  the  age  of  the  Pitts,  the 
Foxes,  and  the  Shcridans.  His  eloquence  was  of 
a  very  high  order,  all  but  of  the  verj'  highest,  and 
it  was  eminently  original.  In  the  constant  stream 
of  a  diction  replete  with  epigram  and  point,  a 
stream  on  which  floated  gracefully,  because  natur- 
allv,  flowers  of  various  hues,— was  pouretl  forth 
the  closest  reasoning,  the  most  luminous  statement, 
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tlie  most  persuasive  display  of  all  the  motives  that 
could  influence,  and  of  all  the  details  that  could 
enlighten,  his  audience.  Often  a  different  strain 
was  heard,  and  it  was  declamatory  and  vehement — 
or  pity  was  to  be  moved,  and  its  pathos  was  touch- 
ing as  it  was  simple — or,  above  all,  an  adversary 
sunk  in  baseness,  or  covered  with  crimes,  was  to 
be  punished  or  to  be  destroyed,  and  a  storm  of  the 
most  terrible  invective  raged,  Mith  all  the  blights  of 
sarcasm,  and  the  thimders  of  abuse.  The  critic,  led 
away  for  the  moment,  and  unable  to  do  more  than 
feel  with  the  audience,  could  in  those  cases,  even 
when  he  came  to  reflect  and  to  judge,  find  often 
nothing  to  reprehend ;  seldom  in  any  case  more 
tlian  the  excess  of  epigram,  which  had  yet  become 
so  natural  to  the  orator,  that  his  argument  and  his 
narrative,  and  even  his  sagacious  unfolding  of  prin- 
ci}>les,  seemed  spontaneously  to  clothe  themselves 
in  the  most  pointed  terseness,  and  most  apt  and 
felicitous  antitheses.  From  the  faults  of  his  coun- 
try's eloquence  he  was,  generally  speaking,  free. 
Occasionally  an  over-fondness  for  vehement  ex- 
pression, an  exaggeration  of  passion,  or  an  offensive 
appeal  to  Heaven,  might  be  noted ;  very  rarely  a 
loaded  use  of  figures,  and,  more  rarely  still,  of 
figures  broken  and  mixed.  But  the  perpetual 
striving  after  far-fetched  quaintness  ;  tlie  disdaining 
to  say  any  one  thing  in  an  easy  and  natural  style ; 
the  contempt  of  that  rule,  as  true  in  rhetoric  as  in 
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coiuliicf,  that  it  is  wise  to  do  cominoti  tilings  in  t!ie 
common  way ;  tlie  affectation  of  excessive  feeling 
upon  all  things,  without  regard  to  tlioir  relative 
importance ;  the  making  any  occasion,  even  the 
most  fitted  to  rouse  genuine  and  natural  ftclintr,  a 
mere  opportunity  of  theatrical  display — all  these 
failings,  by  wliich  so  many  oratorical  reputations 
have  been  blighted  among  a  people  famous  for 
their  almost  universal  oratorical  genius,  were 
looked  for  in  vain  when  Mr.  G rattan  rose,  whether 
in  the  senate  of  his  native  countrv,  or  in  that  to 
which  he  was  transferred  by  tlie  Union.  And  if 
he  had  some  peculiarity  of  outward  api)earance,  as 
a  low  and  awkward  person,  in  u  hich  he  resembled 
the  first  of  orators,  and  even  of  manner,  in  w  hich 
he  had  not,  like  him,  made  the  defects  of  nature 
yield  to  severe  culture;  so  had  he  one  excellence 
of  the  very  highest  order,  in  wliich  he  may  be 
truly  said  to  have  left  all  the  orators  of  modern 
times  behind — the  severe  abstinence  which  rests 
satisfied  with  striking  the  decisive  blow  in  a  word 
or  two,  not  weakening  its  effect  by  repetition  and 
expansion, — and  another  excellence  higher  still,  ia 
which  no  orator  of  any  age  is  his  equal,  the  easy 
and  copious  flow  of  most  profound,  sagacious,  and 
oiiginal  principles,  enunciated  in  terse  and  striking,, 
but  appropriate  language.  To  give  a  sample  of 
this  latter  peculiarity  would  be  less  easy,  and  would 
occupy  more  space ;  but  of  the  former  it  may  be 
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truly  said  that  Dante  himself  never  conjured  up  a 
striking,  a  pathetic,  and  an  appropriate  image  in 
fewer  words  than  Mr.  Grattan  employed  to  describe 
his  relation  towards  Irish  independence,  when,  al- 
luding to  its  rise  m  1782,  and  its  fall  twenty  years 
later,  he  said,  "  I  sat  by  its  cradle— I  followed  its 
hearse." 

In  prixate  life  he  was  without  a  stain,  whether 
of  temper  or  of  principle ;  singularly  amiable,  as 
well  as  of  unblemished  purity,  in  all  the  relations 
of  family  and  of  society  ;  of  manners  as  full  of 
generosity  as  they  were  free  from  affectation  ;  of 
•conversation  as  much  seasoned  with  spirit  and  im- 
pregnated with  knowledge  as  it  was  void  of  all 
asperity  and  gall.  Whoever  heard  him  in  private 
society,  and  marked  the  calm  tone  of  his  judicious 
counsel,  the  profound  wisdom  of  his  sagacious  ob- 
servations, the  unceasing  felicity  of  his  expressions, 
the  constant  variety  and  brilliancy  of  his  illus- 
trations, could  well  suppose  that  he  had  conversed 
with  the  orator  whose  wit  and  whose  wisdom  en- 
lightened and  guided  the  senate  of  his  country ; 
but  in  the  playful  hilarity  of  the  companion,  his 
imbroken  serenity,  his  unruffled  good  nature,  it 
would  indeed  have  been  a  difficult  thing  to  recog- 
nise the  giant  of  debate,  whose  awful  energies  had 
been  hurled,  nor  yet  exhausted,  upon  the  Corrys, 
the  Duigenans,  and  the  Floods.* 

*  It  is  always  a  matter  of  difficulty  to  draw  the  character 
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The    signal    failure  of  the   latter,  when   tran.s- 
planted   to   the    Englisli    rarliament,    suggests   a 
reference  to  the  same  passage  in  tlie  life  of  Mr. 
Grattan.     Men  were'variously  inclined  to  conjec- 
ture upon  his  probable  success  ;  and  tlie  singularity 
of  liis   external    appearance,    and   his   manner  of 
speaking,   as  well   as   his  action,  so  unusual  in  the 
Ennflish  Parliament,  made  the  event  doubtful,  for 
some  time,  during  his  speech  of  1805.     Kor  were 
there  wanting   those  surrounding    Mr.   Pitt   wlio 
foretold  "  that  it  would  not  do."     That  great  de- 
bater and  experienced  judge  is  said  to   have   for 
some  moments  partaken  of  these  doubts,  when  the 
happy    execution    of  some   passage,    not    perhaps 
marked  by  the  audience  at  large,  at  once  dispelled 
them  ;  and   he  pronounced   to  his  neighbours  an 
authoritative  and  decisive  sentence,  which  the  una- 
nimous  voice  of  the  House  and  of  the  country 
forthwith  affirmed. 

of  a  person  Tvho  belongs  to  another,  and,  in  some  parti- 
culars, a  very  different  country.  This  has  been  felt  in 
making  the  attempt  to  give  a  sketch  of  Mr.  Grattan ;  and 
■n-boever  has  read  the  most  lively  and  picturesque  piece  of 
biography  that  M-as  ever  given  to  the  world,  Mr.  C.  Phil- 
lips's Recollections  of  Currau,  -will  join  in  the  regret  here 
expressed,  that'  the  present  work  did  not  fall  into  hands  so 
able  to  perform  it  in  a  masterly  manner.  The  constant 
occupation  consequent  upon  great  professional  eminence,  has 
unfortunately  -witbdra-wn  him  from  the  -walks  of  literature, 
in  which  he  was  so  remarkably  fitted  to  shine. 
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This  illustrious  patriot  died  a  few  days  after  his 
arrival  in  London,  at  the  beginning-  of  June  1820, 
having  come  with  the  greatest  difficulty,  and  in  a 
dying  state,  to  attend  his  Parliamentary  duties, 
A  request  was  made  to  his  family,  that  his  remains 
might  be  buried  in  Westminster  Abbey,  instead  of 
being  conveyed  for  interment  to  Ireland  ;  and  this 
having  been  complied  with,  the  obsequies  were 
attended  by  all  the  more  distinguished  members  of 
both  Houses  of  Parliament.  The  following  Letter 
containing  the  request  was  signed  by  the  leaders 
of  the  liberal  party.  The  beauty  of  its  chaste 
composition  was  much  and  justly  admired  at  the 
time ;  but  little  wonder  was  excited  by  it,  when 
the  author  came  to  be  known.  It  proceeded  from 
the  pen  of  one  of  the  greatest  poets  whom  this 
country  lias  produced,  as  well  as  one  of  its  finest 
prose  writers ;  who  to  this  unstable  fame  adds  the 
more  imperishable  renown  of  being  also  one  of  the 
most  honourable  men,  and  most  uncompromising 
friends  of  civil  and  religious  liberty,  who  have  ap- 
peared in  any  age.  The  rare  felicity  of  our  times, 
in  possessing  two  individuals  to  whom  this  descrip- 
tion might  be  applied, — Rogers  and  Campbell — • 
alone  makes  it  necessary  to  add  that  the  former  is 
here  meant. 

"  TO  THE  SONS  OF  MB.  GRATTAN. 

"  Filled  with   veneration    for   the  character  of 
your  father,  we  venture  to  express  a  wish,  common 
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to  us  with  many  of  tliosu  w  liu  most  uduiiieil  ami 
loved  him,  tliat  what  remains  of  him  should  be 
allowed  to  continue  among  us. 

"  It  has  pleased  Divine  Providence  to  deprive 
the  empire  of  his  services/vhiK^  lie  was  here  in 
tlie  neijjhbourhood  of  that  sacred  edifice  where 
great  men  from  all  parts  of  the  IJritish  dominions 
have  been  for  ages  interred.  We  are  desirous  of 
an  opportunity  of  joining  in  the  due  honour  to 
tried  virtue  and  genius.  Mr.  G rattan  belongs  to 
us  also,  and  great  would  be  our  consolation  were 
we  permitted  to  follow  him  to  the  grave,  and  to 
place  him  where  lie  would  not  have  been  unwilling 
to  lie— by  the  side  of  his  illustrious  fellow -labour- 
ers in  the  cause  of  freedom." 
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CoNTEMPORABY  With  Lord  Grenvilleand  Mr.Pitt, 
whose  intimate  friend  he  was,  and  whose  partisan 
for  a  time,  appeared  a  man,  in  some  respects  more 
illustrious  than  either — one  who,  among  the  great- 
est benefactors  of  the  human  race,  holds  an  exalted 
station  —  one  Avhose  genius  was  elevated  by  his 
virtues,  and  exalted  by  his  piety.  It  is,  vmfor- 
tunately,  hardly  necessary  to  name  one  whom  the 
vices  and  the  follies  of  the  age  have  already  par- 
ticularized, by  making  it  imjoossible  that  what  has 
been  said  could  apply  to  any  but  Wilberforce. 

Few  persons  have  ever  either  reached  a  higher 
and  more  enviable  place  in  the  esteem  of  their 
fellow  creatures,  or  have  better  deserved  the  place 
they  had  gained,  than  William  Wilberforce.  He 
was  naturally  a  person  of  great  quickness  and  even 
subtilty  of  mind,  with  a  lively  imagination,  ap- 
proaching to  playfulness  of  fancy  ;  and  hence  he 
had  wit  in  an  unmeasured  abundance,  and  in  all 
its  varieties ;  for  he  was  endowed  with  an  exquisite 
sense  of  the  ludicrous  in  character,  the  foundation 
of  humour,  as  well  as  with  the  perception  of  re- 
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mote  resemblances,  the  essence  of  uit.  These 
qualities  however  he  had  so  far  disciplined  liis 
faculties  as  to  keep  in  habitual  restraint,  lest  he 
should  ever  offend  against  strict  decorum,  by  intro- 
ducinor  liuht  matter  into  serious  discussion,  or  be 
betrayed  into  personal  remarks  too  poignant  for 
the  feelinus  of  individuals.  For  his  nature  was 
mild  and  amiable  bt'yond  that  of  most  men  ;  fearful 
of  giving  the  least  pain  in  any  quarter,  even  while 
heated  with  the  zeal  of  controversy  on  questions 
that  roused  all  his  passions  ;  and  more  anxious,  if 
it  were  possible,  to  gain  over  rather  than  to  over- 
power an  adversary  and  disarm  him  by  kinilness, 
or  the  force  of  reason,  or  awakening  appeals  to  his 
feelings,  rather  than  defeat  him  by  hostile  attack. 
His  natural  talents  were  cultivated,  and  his  taste 
refined  by  all  the  resources  of  a  complete  Cam- 
bridge education,  in  Avhich,  while  the  classics  were 
sedulously  studied,  the  mathematics  were  not  neg- 
lected ;  and  he  enjoyed  in  the  society  of  his  inti- 
mate friends,  ]\Ir.  Pitt  and  Dean  jMilner,  the  addi- 
tional benefit  of  foreign  travel,  having  passed  nearly 
a  year  in  France,  after  the  dissolution  of  Lord 
Shelburne's  administration  had  removed  Mr.  Pitt 
from  office.  Having  entered  Parliament  as  mem- 
ber for  Hull,  where  his  family  were  the  principal 
commercial  men  of  the  place,  he  soon  afterwards, 
upon  the  ill-fated  coalition  destroying  all  con- 
fidence iu  the  AYhig  party,  succeeded  Mr.  Foljambe 
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as  member  for  Yorkshire,  which  he  contiiinecl  to 
represent  as  long  as  his  health  permitted  him, 
having  only  retired  to  a  less  laborious  seat  in  the 
year  1812.  Although  generally  attached  to  the 
Pitt  ministry,  he  pursued  liis  course  wliolly  un- 
fettered by  party  connexion,  steadily  refused  all 
office  through  his  whole  life,  nor  would  lay  him- 
self under  any  obligations  by  accepting  a  share  of 
patronage ;  and  he  diflered  with  liis  illustrious 
friend  upon  the  two  most  critical  emergencies  of 
his  life,  the  question  of  peace  with  France  in  1795, 
and  the  impeachment  of  Lord  Melville  ten  years 
later. 

His  eloquence  was  of  tlie  highest  order.  It  was 
persuasive  and  pathetic  in  an  eminent  degree  ;  but 
it  was  occasionally  bold  and  impassioned,  animated 
with  the  inspiration  which  deep  feeling  alone  can 
breathe  into  spoken  thought,  chastened  by  a  pure 
taste,  varied  by  extensive  information,  enriched  by 
classical  allusion,  sometimes  elevated  by  the  more 
sublime  topics  of  Holy  Writ — the  thoughts  and  the 
spirit 

"  That  touch'd  Isaiah's  hallow'd  lips  -with  fire." 

Few  passages  can  be  cited  in  the  oratory  of 
modern  times  of  a  more  electrical  etTect  than  the 
singularly  felicitous  and  striking  allusion  to  Mr. 
Pitt's  resisting  the  torrent  of  Jacobin  principles : 
— "  He  stood  between  the  livina:   and  the  dead. 
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and  the  plague  «as  stayed."  The  singuhir  kind- 
ness, the  extreme  gentleness  of  his  disposition, 
wliolly  free  from  gall,  from  vanify,  or  any  selHsli 
feeling,  kept  him  from  indulging  in  any  of  the 
vituperative  branehes  of  rhetoric  ;  but  a  memo- 
rable instance  siiowed  that  it  Avas  anything  rather 
than  the  want  of  power  winch  held  him  off  from 
the  use  of  the  weapons  so  often  in  almost  all  other 
men's  hands.  AVhen  a  well-known  popular  mem- 
ber thought  fit  to  designate  him  repeatedly,  and 
very  irregularly,  as  the  "  Honourable  and  relxjious 
geidltinan"  not  because  he  was  ashamed  of  the 
Cross  he  gloried  in,  but  because  he  felt  indi'jnant 
at  any  one  in  the  British  senate  deeming  piety  a 
matter  of  imputation,  he  poured  out  a  strain  of 
sarcasm  which  none  who  heard  it  can  ever  forget. 
A  common  friend  of  the  parties  having  remarked 
to  Sir  Samuel  Komilly,  beside  whom  he  sat,  that 
this  greatly  outmatched  Pitt  himself,  the  great 
master  of  sarcasm,  the  reply  of  that  great  man  and 
just  observer  was  worthy  to  be  remarked, — "  Yes," 
said  he,  "  it  is  the  most  striking  thing  I  almost 
ever  heard ;  but  I  look  upon  it  as  a  more  singular 
proof  of  Wilberforce's  virtue  than  of  his  genius, 
for  who  but  he  ever  was  possessed  of  such  a  for- 
midable weapon,  and  never  used  it  ?  " 

Against  all  these  accomplishments  of  a  finished 
orator  there  was  little  to  set  on  the  other  side.  A 
feeble  constitution,  which  made  him  say,  all  his 
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life,  that  he  never  was  either  well  or  ill ;  a  voice 
sweetly  musical  beyond  that  of  most  men,  and  of 
great  compass  also,  but  sometimes   degenerating 
into  a  whine  ;  a  figure  exceedingly  undignified  and 
ungraceful,  though  the  features  of  the  face  were 
singularly  expressive  ;  and  a  want  of  condensation, 
in  the  latter  years  of  his  life,  especially,  lapsing 
into  digression  and  ill  calculated  for  a  very  busi- 
ness-like audience  like  the  House  of  Commons — 
these  may  be  noted  as  the  only  drawbacks  which 
kept  him  out  of  the  very  first  place  among  the 
first  speakers  of  his  age,  whom,  in  pathos,  and  also 
in  graceful  and  easy  and  perfectly  elegant  diction, 
as  well  as  harmonious  periods,  he  unquestionably 
excelled.     The  influence  which  the   Member  for 
Yorkshire  always  commanded  in  the  old  Parlia- 
ment— the  great  weight   which  the  head,  indeed 
the  founder,  of  a  powerful  religious  sect,  possessed 
in   the  country — would  have  given  extraordinary 
authority  in  the  senate  to  one  of  far  inferior  per- 
sonal endowments.     But  when  these  partly  acci- 
dental  circumstances  were  added  to  his  powers, 
and  when  the  whole  were  used  and  aj^plied  with 
the  habits  of  industry  which  naturally  belonged  to 
one  of  his  extreme  temperance  in  every  respect, 
it  is  difficult  to  imagine  any  one  bringing  a  greater 
force  to  the  aid  of  any  cause  which  he  miglit  es- 
pouse. 

Wherefore,  when  he  stood  forward  as  the  leader 
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of  the  Abolithjii,  vowed  implacable  \var  against 
Slavery  and  the  Slave  Trade,  and  consecrated  liL* 
life  to  the  accoiuplislnnent  of  its  destruction,  there 
was  every  advantage  conferred  upon  this  great 
cause,  and  the  rather  that  he  held  liiraself  aloof 
from  party  connexion.  A  few  personal  friends, 
united  with  him  by  similarity  of  religions  opinions, 
might  be  said  to  form  a  small  party,  and  they  ge- 
nerally acted  in  concert,  especially  in  all  matters 
relating  to  the  Slave  question.  Of  these,  Henry 
Thornton  was  the  most  eminent  in  every  respect. 
He  was  a  man  of  strong  understanding,  great 
powers  of  reasoning  and  of  investigation,  an  accu- 
rate and  a  curious  observer,  but  who  neither  had 
cultivated  oratory  at  all,  nor  had  received  a  refined 
education,  nor  had  extended  his  reading  beyond 
the  subjects  connected  witli  moral,  political,  and 
theological  learning.  The  trade  of  a  banker,  which 
he  followed,  engrossed  much  of  his  time  ;  and  his 
exertions  both  in  Parliament  and  through  the 
press,  were  chiefly  confined  to  the  celebrated  con- 
troversy upon  the  currency,  in  Avhich  his  well- 
known  work  led  the  way,  and  to  a  bill  for  restrict- 
ing the  .Slave  Trade  to  part  of  the  African  coast, 
which  he  introduced  when  the  Abolitionists  were 
wearied  out  with  their  repeated  failures,  and  had 
well-nigh  abandoned  all  hopes  of  carrying  the 
great  measure  itself.  That  measure  was  fated  to 
undergo  nuich  vexatious  delay,  nor  is  there  any 
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great  question  of  justice  and  policy,  the  history  of 
whicli  is  less  creditable  to  the  British  Parliament, 
or,  indeed,  to  some  of  the  statesmen  of  this  country, 
although  upon  it  mainly  rests  the  fame  of  others. 

When  Mr.  Wilberforce,  following  in  Mr.  Clark- 
son's   track,   had,   with  matchless  powers  Of  elo- 
quence, sustained   by  a  body  of  the  clearest  evi- 
dence,  unveiled  all  the  horrors  of  a  traffic  which, 
had  it  been  attended  with  neither  fraud  nor  cruelty 
of  any  kind,  was,  confessedly,  from  beginning  to 
end,  not  a  commerce  but  a  crime,  he  was  defeated 
by  large  majorities,   year    after   year.     When,   at 
length,  for  the  first  time,  in  1804,  he  carried  the 
Abolition  Bill  through  the  Commons,   the  Lords 
immediately  threw   it   out ;    and  tlie  next  year  it 
was  again   lost  in   the  Commons.     All   this  hap- 
pened while  the  opinion  of  the  country  Mas,  with 
the  single  exception  of  persons  having  West  India 
connexions,  unanimous  in  favour  of  the  measure. 
At  dlfierent  times  there  was  the  strongest  and  most 
general  expression  of  public  feeling  upon  the  sub- 
ject, and  it  was  a  question  upon  which  no  two  men, 
endowed  with  reason,  could  possibly  differ,  because, 
admitting  whatever    could    be  alleged  about    the 
profits  of  the  traffic,  it  was  not  denied  that  the  gain 
proceeded  from  pillage  and  murder.     Add  to  all 
this,  that  the  enormous  evil  continued  to  disgrace 
the  country  and  its  legislature  for  twenty  years, 
although  the  voice  of  every  statesman  of  any  emi- 
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nence,  ]\rr.  Wiiidliani  alone  cxcepteil,  was  strtum- 
ously  lifted   against   it, — altiioiigli,  njioti  this  only- 
question,  Pitt,  Fox,  and  Burke   heartily  agreed, — 
although  by  far  the  finest  of  all  Mr.  Pitt's  speeches 
were  those  whicli   he  pronounced  against  it, — and 
although  every  press  and  every  pulpit  in  the  island 
Jiabitually  cried   it   down.     IIow  are  we,  then,  to 
account  for  the  extreme  tenacity  of  life  whicli  tlie 
hateful  reptile  showed  ? — how  to  explain   tiie  fact 
that   all  those  powerful   hands  fell   paralysed  and 
could  not   bring  it  to  death  ?     If  little  honour  re- 
dounds to  the  I'arlianient  from  this  passage  in  our 
history,  and   if  it  is   thus  plainly  shown   that  the 
unreforuie<l  House  of  Commons  but  ill  represented 
tlie   country,  it  must   also   be  confessed  that  Mr. 
Pitt's  conduct  gains  as  little  glory  from  the  retro- 
spect.    IIow  could  he,  who  never  suffered  any  of 
liis  coadjutors,  much  less  his  underlings  in  office, 
to  thwart  his  will  even  in  trivial  matters — he  who 
would  have  cleared  any  of  the  departments  of  half 
tiieir  occupants,   had    they  presumed   to   have  an 
opinion  of  tiieir  own  upon  a  single  item  of  any 
budget,  or  an  article  in  the  year's  estimates — how 
could  he,  after  shaking  the  walls  of  the  Senate  with 
the  thunders  of  his    majestic    eloquence,   exerted 
with  a  zeal  which  set  at  defiance  all  suspicions  of 
his  entire  sincerity,  quietly  suffer,  that  the  object, 
just  before  declared  tlie  dearest  to  his  heart,  should 
be  ravished  from  him  when  within  his  sight,  nay, 
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witliin  his  reach,  by  the  votes  of  the  secretaries 
and  under-secretaries,  tlie  puisne  lords  and  the 
other  fry  of  mere  placemen,  —  the  pawns  of  his 
board  ?  It  is  a  question  often  anxiously  put  by 
the  friends  of  the  Abolition,  never  satisfactorily 
answered  by  ^those  of  the  Minister  ;  and  if  any 
additional  comment  were  wanting  on  the  darkest 
passage  of  liit)  life,  it  is  supplied  by  the  ease  with 
which  he  cut  off  the  Slave  traffic  of  the  conquered 
colonies,  an  importation  of  thirty  thousand  yearly, 
which  he  had  so  long  suffered  to  exist,  tlioiigh  an 
order  in  Council  could  any  day  have  extinguished 
it.  This  he  never  thought  of  till  1805,  and  then, 
of  course,  the  instant  he  chose,  he  destroyed  it  for 
ever  with  a  stroke  of  his  pen.  Again,  Avhen  the 
Whigs  were  in  power,  they  found  the  total  aboli- 
tion of  the.  traffic  so  easy,  that  the  measure,  in  pur- 
suing which  Mr.  Pitt  had  for  so  many  long  years 
allowed  himself  to  be  baffled,  was  carried  by  them 
with  onlv  sixteen  dissentient  voices  in  a  house  of 
250  members.  There  can  then,  unhappily,  be  but 
one  answer  to  the  question  regarding  Mr.  Pitt's 
conduct  on  this  great  measure.  He  was,  no  doubt, 
quite  sincere,  but  he  was  not  so  zealous  as  to  risk 
anything,  to  sacrifice  anything,  or  even  to  give 
himself  any  extraordinary  trouble  for  the  accom- 
plishment of  his  purpose.  Tlie  Court  was  de- 
cidedly against  abolition ;  George  III.  always 
regarded  the  question  with  abhorrence,  as  savour- 
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iiig  of  innovation,  —  and  iiniovation  in  a  part  of 
his  eni[)ire  connected  with  liis  earliest  and  most 
rooted  prejudices, — the  Colonies.  The  courtiers 
took,  as  is  their  wont,  the  colour  of  their  senti- 
ments from  him.  The  Peers  were  of  the  same 
opinion.  ^Ir.  Pitt  had  not  the  enthusiasm  for 
right  and  justice,  to  risk  in  their  behalf  losing  the 
friendship  of  the  mammon  of  unrighteousness  ;  and 
he  left  to  his  rivals,  when  they  became  his  suc- 
cessors, the  glory  of  that  triumph  in  the  sacred 
cause  of  humanity,  which  should  have  illustrated 
his  name,  who  in  its  defence  had  raised  all  the 
strains  of  his  eloquence  to  their  very  highest 
pitch. 
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When  Mr.  Pict,  in  1784,  stood  against  the  united 
powers  of  the  Coalition  by  the  support  of  tlie  court 
and  the  people,  in  debate  he  had  only  Mr.  Dundas, 
and  occasionally  Mr.  Wilberforce,  to  whom  he  could 
look  for  assistance  while  attacked  by  Fox,  Burke, 
North,  Sheridan,  Erskine,  Windham.  But  a 
younger  race  afterwards  grew  up  and  came  to  his 
assistance  ;  and  of  these  Mr.  Canning  was  undoubt- 
edly the  first.  lie  was  in  all  respects  one  of  the 
more  remarkable  persons  who  have  lived  in  our 
times.  Born  with  talents  of  a  high  order,  these 
had  been  cultivated  with  an  assiduity  and  success 
which  placed  him  among  the  accomplished  scho- 
lars of  his  day ;  and  he  was  only  inferior  to 
others  in  the  walks  of  science,  from  the  accident 
of  the  studies  which  Oxford  cherished  in. his  time 
being  pointed  almost  exclusively  to  classical  pur- 
suits. But  he  was  anything  rather  than  a  mere 
scholar.  In  him  were  combined  lively  original 
fancy — a  happily  retentive  and  ready  memory — 
singular  powers  of  lucid  statement — and  occasion- 
ally wit  in  all  its  varieties,  now  biting  and  sarcastic 
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to  anuoy,  if  not  to  overwhelm  an  antagonist — 
now  pungent  or  giving  point  to  an  argument — • 
now  playful  for  mere  amusement,  and  bringing 
relief  to  a  tedious  statement,  or  lending  a  charm 
to  dry  chains  of  close  reasoning — Erant  ea  in 
Philippo  (jnse,  qui  sine  comparatione  illorum 
spectaret,  satis  magna  dixeiit ;  sununa  libertas  in 
oratione,  multai  facetite ;  satis  creber  in  reprelien- 
dendis,  solutus  in  explicandis  sententiis  ;  erat  etiam 
imprimis,  \it  temporibus  illis,  Graecis  doctrinis  insti- 
tutus,  in  altercando  cum  alirpio  aculeo  et  maledicto 
facetus. — (Cic,  lin/ti/s.)  Superficial  observers, 
dazzled  by  tliis  brilliancy,  ami  by  its  sometimes 
being  over-indulged,  committed  their  accustumed 
mistake,  and  supposed  that  he  who  could  tlius  adorn 
his  subject  was  an  amusing  speaker  only,  while  he 
was  helping  on  the  argument  at  every  step, — often 
making  skilful  statements  perform  the  office  of  rea- 
soning, and  oftener  still  seeming  to  be  witty  when 
he  was  merely  exposing  the  weakness  of  hostile 
positions,  and  thus  taking  them  b}'  the  artillerj-  of 
his  wit.  But  in  truth  his  powers  of  ordinary  rea- 
soning were  of  a  very  high  order,  and  could  not 
be  excelled  by  the  practised  master  of  dialectics. 
It  was  rather  in  the  deep  and  full  measure  of  im- 
passioned declamation  in  its  legitimate  combination 
with  rapid  argument,  the  highest  reacii  of  oratory, 
that  he  failed  ;  and  this  he  rarely  attempted.  Of  his 
powers  of  argumentation,  his  capacity  for  the  dis- 
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ciissioiis  of  abstract  science,  his  genius  for  adorning 
the  least  attractive  subjects,  there  remains  an  im- 
perishable record  in  his  celebrated  speeches  upon 
the  "  Currency,"  of  all  his  efforts  the  most  brilliant 
and  the  most  happy. 

This  eminent  person  was  for  the  most  part  not 
the  slave  of  mean  or  paltiy  passions,  except  what 
flowed  from    his  irritable  and  impatient  temper; 
but  a  lofty   ambition  inspired  him ;   and  had  he 
not  too  early  become  trained  to  official  habits,  he 
would  have  avoided   the  distinguishing  and  fatal 
error  of  his  life,    an  impression  whicli  clung  to 
him  from  the  desk,  that  no  one  can  usefully  serve 
his  country,  or  effectually  further  his  principles, 
unless   he  possesses  the  power  which  place  alone 
bestows.     The  traces  of  this  belief  are  to  be  seen 
in  many  of  the  most  remarkable  passages  of  his 
life ;  and  it  even  appears  in  the  song  with  which 
he  celebrated  the  praise  of  his  illustrious  leader 
and  friend ;  for  he  treats  as  a  fall  Mr.  Pitt's  sacri- 
ficing power  to  principle,  at  a  time  when,  by  retir- 
ing  from  office,  he    had   earned   the  applause  of 
millions.     Mr.  Canning  himself  gave  an  example 
equally    signal  of   abandoning  office  rather    than 
tarnish  his  fame ;  and  no  act  of  his  life  can  be 
cited  which  sheds  a  greater  lustre  on  his  memory, 
than  his  retiring  from  the  Government  rather  than 
bear  a  part  in  the  proceedings  against  the  Queen. 
'  In  private  society  he  was  amiable  and  attractive, 


MR.  CANNING.  109 

tlioiig-li,  except  for  a  very  few  years  of  his  early 
youth,  he  rarely  frecjuented  the  circles  of  fashion, 
confining  his  intercourse  to  an  extremely  small 
number  of  Avarmly  attached  friends.*  In  all  the 
relations  of  domestic  life  he  was  blameless,  and  was 
the  delight  of  his  family,  as  in  them  he  placed  his 
own.f  His  temper,  though  naturally  irritable  and 
uneasy,  had  nothing  petty  or  spiteful  in  it ;  and  as 
no  one  better  knew  how  and  when  to  resent,  so  none 
could  more  readily  or  more  gracefully  forgive. 

It  is  supposed  that,  from  his  early  acquaintance 
with  Mr.  Sheridan  and  one  or  two  other  AVhiirs, 
he  originally  had  a  leaning  towards  that  side  of 
the  question.  But  he  entered  into  public  life  at  a 
very  early  "age,  under  the  auspices  of  Mr.  Pitt,  to 

*  It  is  necessary  to  state  tliis  undoubted  fact,  that  the  folly 
of  those  may  be  rebuked  who  have  chosen  to  represent  him 
as  "a  great  diner-out."  It  may  be  safely  afiirmed  that  none 
of  those  historians  of  the  day  ever  once  saw  him  at  table. 

f  It  is  well  known  how  much  more  attachment  was  con- 
ceived for  his  memory  by  his  family  and  his  devoted  per- 
sonal friends  than  by  his  most  staunch  political  adherents. 
The  friendships  of  statesmen  are  proverbially  of  rotten 
texture ;  but  it  is  doubtful  if  ever  this  rottenness  was  dis- 
played in  a  more  disgusting  manner  than  when  the  pimy 
men  of  whose  nostrils  he  had  been  the  breath,  joined  his 
worst  enemies  as  soon  as  they  had  laid  him  in  the  grave. 
It  was  said  by  one  hardly  ever  related  to  him  but  in  open 
hostility,  that  "  the  gallantry  of  his  kindred  had  rescued 
his  memory  from  the  otEces  of  his  friends,"' — in  allusion 
to  Lord  Clanricarde's  most  powerful  and  touching  appeal 
on  that  disgi-aceful  occasion. 

f3 
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-whom  he  continued  steadily  attached  till  his  death  ; 
accompanying  him  when  he  retired  from  power, 
and  again  quitting  office  upon  his  decease.     His 
principles  were  throughout  those  of  a  liberal  Tory, 
above  the  prejudices  of  the  bigots  who  have  ren- 
dered Toryism  ridiculous,  and  free  from  the  corrup- 
tion that  has  sometimes  made  it  hateful.     Imbued 
Avith  a  warm  attachment  to  the  ancient  institutions 
of  the  country,  somewhat  apt  to  overrate  the  merits 
of  mere  antiquity,  from  his  classical  habits,  and  from 
early  association,  he  nevertheless  partook   largely 
in  the  improved  spirit  of  the  age,  and  adopted  all 
reforms,  except  such  as  he  conscientiously  believed 
were  only  dictated  by  a  restless  love  of  change,  and 
could   do  no   good,  or  such  as  went  too  far,  and 
threatened  revolution.     But   this  was  the  posture 
into  which  his  opinions  and  principles  may  be  said 
ultimately  to  have  subsided — these  the  bearings  of 
his  mind  towards  the  great  objects  of  political  con- 
troversy in  the  station  which  it  finally  took  when  the 
tempest  of  French  convulsion  had  ceased,  and  the 
barks  of  statesmen  were  moored  in  still  water.    He 
began  his  career  in  the  most  troublous  period  of  the 
storm ;  and  it  happened  to  him  as  to  all  men,  that 
the  tone  of  his  sentiments  upon  state  affairs  was  very 
much  influenced  tlirough  after  times  by  the  events 
which  first  awakened  his  ambition,  or  directed  his 
earliest   pursuit   of  fame.     The   atrocities  of  the 
French  Jacobins — the  thoughtless  violence  of  the 
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f»xtreine  demnrmllc  party  in  this  country,  reduced 
by  the  liorror  of  those  atrocities  to  a  small  body — 
the  spirit  of  apri^ression  which  the  conduct  of  her 
neighbours  had  first  roused  in  France,  and  vhich 
unexampled  victories  soon  raised  to  a  pitch  that 
endunirered  all  national  independence — led  Mr. 
Canning-,  with  many  others  who  naturally  were 
friendly  to  liberty,  into  a  course  of  hostility  towards 
all  change,  because  they  became  accustomed  to 
confound  reform  with  revolution,  and  to  dread 
nothing  so  nnich  as  the  mischiefs  which  popular 
violence  had  produced  in  France,  and  witli  which 
the  march  of  French  conquest  threatened  to  deso- 
late Europe.  Thus  it  came  to  pass  that  the  most 
vigorous  and  the  most  active  portion  of  his  life 
was  passed  in  opposing  all  reforms  ;  in  patronising 
the  measures  of  coercion  into  which  Mr.  Pitt  had, 
so  unhappily  for  his  fame  and  for  his  country,  been 
seduced  by  the  alarms  of  weak,  and  by  the  selfish 
schemes  of  unprincipled  men  ;  and  in  resisting  the 
attempts  which  the  friends  of  peace  persevered  to 
make  for  terminating  hostilities,  so  long  the  curse, 
and  still  by  their  fruits  the  bane  of  this  empire, — 
attempts  that  Mr.  Pitt  himself  appears  to  have 
resisted  much  less  strenuously  than  his  followers, 
and  even  on  two  occasions  to  have  zealously 
seconded. 

It  was  not  till  the  end  of  the  war  that  his  natural 
good  sense  had  its  free  scope,  and  he  became  aware 
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of  the  difference  between  Reforms,  of  Avhicli  lie 
admitted  the  necessity,  and  Revolution,  against  all 
risk  of  which  he  anxiously  guarded.  He  had  early 
joined  Mr.  Pitt  on  the  Catholic  question,  and, 
while  yet  the  war  raged,  he  had  rendered  incalcu- 
lable service  to  the  cause  of  Emancipation,  by  de- 
voting to  it  some  of  his  most  brilliant  efforts  in 
the  House  of  Commons.  This,  and  the  accident 
of  a  contested  election  in  a  great  town  bringing 
him  more  in  contact  with  popular  feelings  and 
opinions,  contributed  to  the  liberal  course  of  policy 
which  he  afterwards  pursued  on  almost  all  subjects. 
Upon  one  only  question  he  continued  firm  and  un- 
bending ;  he  was  the  most  uncompromising  adver- 
sary of  all  Parliamentary  Reform, — resisting  even 
the  least  change  in  the  representative  system,  and 
holding  that  alteration  once  begun  was  fatal  to  its 
integrity.*  This  opposition  to  reform  became  the 
main  characteristic  of  the  Canning  party,  and  it 
regulated  their  conduct  on  almost  all  questions. 
Before  1831,  no  exception  can  be  perceived  in  their 
hostility  to  reform,  unless  their  differing  with  the 

*  Dunng  the  short  period  of  his  brilliant  administration, 
the  question  of  disfranchising  a  burgh,  convicted  of  gross 
corruption,  gave  rise  to  the  only  difference  between  him  and 
Mr.  Brougham,  who  was  understood  to  have  mainly  contri- 
buted towards  that  junction  of  the  Whigs  and  liberal  Tories 
which  dissolved  and  scattered  the  old  and  high  Tory  party ; 
and  a  division  took  place  in  which  Mr.  Canning  was  de- 
feated. 


MR.  CANNING.  113 

Duke  of  AVc-llini^ton  on  East  Ketford  can  be  re- 
garded as  such  ;  but,  in  truth,  their  avowed  reason 
for  supporting'  tliat  most  itisigniticant  measure  was, 
that  the  danger  of  a  real  and  effectual  reform  might 
thereby  be  warded  off.  The  friends  of  ]Mr.  Canning-, 
who,  in  1818.  had  been  joined  by  Lord  Melbourne,* 
continued  steady  to  the  same  })rineipk's,  until  liap- 
pily,  on  the  formation  of  Lord  Grey's  government, 
they  entirely  changed  their  course,  and  became  the 
advocates,  with  their  reforming  colleagues,  of  a 
change,  compareil  to  which  the  greatest  reforms 
ever  contemplated  by  Mr.  Pitt  and  Mr.  Fox,  or 
denounced  by  Mr.  Burke  and  Mr.  Canning,  hardly 
deserve  to  be  classed  among  measures  of  innovation. 
No  one  can  pronounce  with  perfect  confidence  on 
the  coiuUict  which  any  statesman  would  liave  pur- 
sued, iiad  he  survived  the  times  in  which  he  flou- 
rished. But  if  such  an  opinion  may  ever  with 
safety  be  formed,  it  seems  to  be  in  the  present  case ; 
and  it  would  require  far  more  boldness  to  surmise 
that  Mr.  Canning,  or  even  Mr.  Huskisson,  would 
have  continued  in  the  government  after  the  1st  of 
March,   1831,  than  to  aflirm   that  nothing  could 

*  Lord  Melbourne  differed  -with  the  rest  of  the  Canning 
party  on  this  point.  He  always  opposed  Reform,  but  held 
that  if  any  was  to  be  granted,  it  must  be  in  an  ample  mea- 
sure ;  and  he  did  not  vote  with  them,  but  with  the  govern- 
ment, on  the  Retford  question,  although  he  resigned  -with 
them  upon  that  occasion. 
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ever  have  induced  such  an  alteration  in  tlieir  most 
fixed  opinions  upon  so  momentous  a  question. 

But  while  such  was  the  strength  of  his  opinions, 
— prejudices  as  they  seem, — on  one  great  subject, 
on  almost  all  other  matters,  whether  of  foreitrn  or 
domestic  policy,  his  views  were  liberal,  and  suited 
to  the  spirit  of  the  age,  while  he  was  a  firm  sup- 
porter of  the  established  constitution  of  the  country. 
If  ever  man  was  made  for  the  service  and  the  sal- 
vation of  a  party,  Mr.  Canning  seemed  to  have 
been  raised  up  for  that  of  the  Tories  :  if  ever  party 
committed  a  fatal  error,  it  was  their  suffering- 
groundless  distrust  and  unintelligible  dislikes  to 
estrange  him  from  their  side.  At  a  time  M'hen 
nothing  but  his  powerful  arm  could  recall  unity  to 
their  camp,  and  save  them  from  impending  destruc- 
tion, they  not  merely  wilfully  kindled  the  wrath  of 
Achilles,  but  resolved  that  he  should  no  long-er  fio-ht 
on  their  side,  and  determined  to  throw  away  their 
last  chance  of  winning  the  battle.  To  him  they  by 
general  assent  preferred  Lord  Castlereagh  as  tlieir 
leader,  without  a  single  shining  quality  except  the 
carriage  and  the  manners  of  higli  birtli :  while  Mr. 
Canning,  but  for  his  accidental  death,  would  have 
ended  his  life  as  governor  of  a  country  where  men 
neither  debate,  nor  write  ;  where  eloquence  evapo- 
rates in  scores  of  paragraphs,  and  tlie  sparkling  of 
wit  and  the  cadence  of  rhyme  are  alike  unknown. 

The  defects  of  Mr.  Canning's  character  or  of  his 
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genius,  though  nut  trifling,  were  not  many,  nor 
those  difficult  to  tliscover.  His  irritiible  temper 
has  been  noted:  he  iiad  a  love  of  tiiHing  and  a 
fondness  for  indulging  in  pleasantry,  more  in- 
jurious to  his  estimation  witii  ordinary  men  tlian 
even  his  infirm  temj)er.  Notliing  could  be  more 
natural  than  that  one  wlio  so  much  excelled 
others  in  these  lighter,  more  brilliant,  but  hardly 
attainable  qualities,  siioukl  be  i)rone  to  exercise 
them  overmuch  ;  but  they  greatly  marred  the  effect 
of  his  more  solid  and  important  talents.  Above 
all,  they  enlarged  the  circle  of  Ids  enemies,  and 
occasionally  transferred  to  it  the  friends  whom  they 
lost  iiim.  With  tiie  connnon  run  of  ordinar}' mor- 
tals, who  compose  the  mass  of  every  country — with 
the  plainer  sort  of  men  who  form  the  bulk  of  every 
audience,  and  who  especially  bear  sway  in  their  own 
appointed  place,  the  assembly  that  represents  the 
English  people, — it  would  have  been  contrary  to 
nature  if  one  so  lively,  so  fond  of  his  joke,  so  care- 
less whom  his  merriment  might  offend,  so  readv  to 
turn  the  general  laugh  against  any  victim,  —  had 
been  popular,  nay,  had  failed  to  prove  the  object 
of  suspicion,  and  even  dislike.  Tiie  duller  portion 
over  whose  heads  his  lighter  missiles  flew,  were 
oflended  with  one  who  spoke  so  lightly  ;  it  was 
almost  personal  to  them  if  he  jested,  and  a  classical 
allusion  was  next  thing  to  an  affront.  "■  He  will 
be  laughing  at  the  quorum  or  talking  metaphysics 
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next,"  said  tlie  squire,  representing  a  county.  But 
even  they  who  emulated  him  and  favoured  his  claims, 
did  not  much  like  the  man  who  had  made  them  so 
merry,  for  they  felt  what  it  was  that  they  laughed 
at,  and  it  might  be  their  own  turn  to-morrow. 

That  his  oratory  suffered  very  materially  from  this 
self-indulgent  habit,  so  hard  to  resist  by  him  who 
possesses  the  faculty  of  amusing  his  audience,  and 
can  scarcely  pause  at  the  moment  that  he  is  exert- 
ing it  successfully,  it  would  be  incorrect  to  affirm. 
The  graver  parts  of  his  discourse  were  perfectly 
sustained  ;  they  were  unmixed  with  ribaldry  ;  they 
were  quite  as  powerful  in  themselves  as  if  they  had 
not  stood  out  from  the  inferior  matter  and  had  not 
soared  above  it.  There  is  no  doubt,  however,  that 
with  an  unreflecting  audience,  their  effect  was  some- 
what confused  by  the  cross  lights  which  the  wit, 
occasionally  bordering  upon  drollery,  shot  over 
the  canvass.  But  his  declamation,  though  often 
powerful,  always  beautifully  ornate,  never  defi- 
cient in  admirable  diction,  was  certainly  not  of  the 
highest  class.  It  wanted  depth  :  it  came  from  the 
mouth,  not  from  the  heart ;  and  it  tickled  or  even 
filled  the  ear  rather  than  penetrated  the  bosom 
of  the  listener.  The  orator  never  seemed  to  forget 
himself  and  be  absorbed  in  his  theme  ;  he  was  not 
carried  away  by  his  passions,  and  he  carried  not 
his  audience  along  with  him.  An  actor  stood  be- 
fore us,  a  first-rate  one  no  doubt,  but  still  an  actor ; 
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and  \\c  never  forgot  tliat  it  was  a  representation  we 
were  witnessinpr,  not  a  real  scene.     Tlie  Grecian 
artist  was  of  the  second  class  only,  at  whose  fruit  the 
birds  pecked  :  while,  on  seeing  I'arrhasius'  jjicture, 
men  cried  out  to  have  the  curtain  drawn  aside.     Mr. 
Canning's  declamation  entertained  his  hearers,  so 
artistly  was  it  executed  ;  but  only  an  inexperienced 
critic  could  mistake  it  for  the  liighest  reacii  of  the 
rhetorical  art.     The  truly  great  orator  is  he  who 
carries  away  his  hearer,  or  fixes  his  whole  attention 
on  the  subject — with  the  subject  fills  his  whole  soul 
—than  the  suliject,  will  suffer  him  to  think  of  no 
other  thing — of  the  subject's  existence  alone  will 
let   him  be  conscious,  while  the  veliement  inspira- 
tion lii-sts  on  his  own  mind  which  he  communicates 
to  his  hearer — and  will  only  suffer  him  to  reflect  on 
the  admirable  execution  of  what  he  has  heard  after 
the  burst  is  over,  the  whirlwind  has  passed  away, 
and  the  excited  feelings  have  in  the  succeeding  lull 
sunk  into  repose. 

The  vice  of  tliis  statesman's  public  principles  was 
much  more  pernicious  in  its  influence  upon  his 
public  conduct  than  the  defects  which  we  have  just 
remarked  were  upon  ids  oratory.  Bred  up  in  office 
from  his  early  years,  he  had  become  so  much  accus- 
tomed to  its  pleasures  tliat  he  felt  uneasy  when 
they  were  taken  from  him.  It  was  in  him  not 
a  sordid  propensity  that  produced  this  frame  of 
mind.     For  emolument,  he  felt  the  most  entire  in- 
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difference;  upon  the  management  of  petty  intrigue 
which  is  called  jobbing,  he  looked  down  with  sove- 
reign contempt.  But  his  extraordinarily  active 
mind,  impatient  of  rest,  was  only  to  be  allayed  by 
occupation,  and  office  afforded  this  at  all  hours,  and 
in  boundless  measure.  His  kind  and  friendly  na- 
ture, attaching  him  strongly  to  his  associates,  as  it 
strongly  fixed  their  affections  upon  him,  made  him 
feel  uneasy  at  their  exclusion  from  power,  and  de- 
sirous to  i30Ssess  the  means  of  gratifying  tliem. 
Above  all,  though  a  great  debater,  and  breathing 
the  air  of  Parliament  as  the  natural  element  of  his 
being,  he  yet  was  a  man  of  action  too,  and  would 
sway  the  counsels  as  well  as  shake  the  senates  of 
his  country.  He  loved  debate  for  its  exercise  of 
his  brilliant  faculties ;  he  loved  power  for  its  own 
sake,  caring  less  for  display  than  for  gratifica- 
tion. Hence,  when  he  retired  from  office  upon  the 
dispute  with  Lord  Castlereagh,  (a  passage  of  his 
life  much  and  unjustly  blamed  at  the  time,  but 
which,  had  it  been  ever  so  exactly  as  most  men  then 
viewed  it,  has  in  later  times  been  cast  into  the 
thickest  shades  of  oblivion  by  acts  far  more 
abominable  and  disgraceful,)  and  when  lie  fouiid 
that,  instead  of  a  speedy  return  to  power,  lie  was 
condemned  to  years  of  exclusion,  his  impatience 
led  him  to  the  imprudent  step  of  serving  under  his 
successful  rival  on  a  foreign  mission  of  an  unim- 
portant cast.     The  uneasiness  which  he  manifestly 
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suffered  in  retirement,  even   made  liini  consent  to 
the  t^cliemeof  more  permanent  expatriation,*  which 
only  tlie  nnhapjiy  death  of  Lord  Castlereagh  pre- 
vented from  taking  eH'ect.     But  these  were  ratiier 
matters  affecting  the  person   than   perverting  the 
principles,  or  misguiding  the  conduct  of  the  party, 
Tlie  unfortunate  love  of  power,  carried  too  far,  and 
felt  so  as  to  make  the  gratification  of  it  essential  to 
existence,  is  ruinous  to  the  character  of  a  states- 
man.    It  leads  often  to  abandonment  of  principle, 
constantly   to  unworthy   compromise ;    it   subjects 
him  to  frequent  dependence  ;  it  lowers  the  tone  of 
his  mind,  and  teaclies  his  spirit  to  feed  on  the  bitter 
bread  of  others'  bounty  ;  al)ove  all,  it  occasionally 
severs  him   from    his  natural  friends,   and   brings 
him  acqviainted  witli  strange  and  low  associates, 
whose  natures,  as  their  habits,  are  fit  objects  of  his 
scorn,  and  who  have  with  him  but  one  thing  in  com- 
mon, that  they  seek  the  same  object  with  himself — 
they  for  love  of  gain,  he  for  lust  of  dominion. 

"  Tu  lascerai  ogni  cosa  dik'tta 
Pill  caranieiite,  e  questo  c  qucUo  stralo 
Che  1'  arco  d'  esilio  pria  saetta;  , 
Tu  proverai  come  si  sa  di  sale 
Lo  pane  d"  altrui,  e  come  e  duro  callc 
Lo  sceuderc  e  il  salir  altrui  scale, 
E  che  il  pill  ti  gravera  le  spalle 
ISara  la  conipagnia  malvagia  e  scempia 
Che  tu  vedrai  in  questa  valle  ! "  f 


*  As  Governor-General  of  India.       f  Dante,  Par.  svii. 
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To  quit  the  objects  loved  most  tenderly ; 

This  is  the  shaft  that  Exile  first  lets  fly. 

Then  shalt  thou  prove  how  bitter  tastes  the  bread 

Of  others'  bounty ;  and  how  hard  to  tread 

Another's  stair ;  and,  from  thy  kindred  torn, 

Herd  with  the  vilely  bred,  and  basely  born. 

Ingratitude,  impiety,  mad  rage ! 

With  all  of  these  prepare  thee  to  engage  ! 

Men  are  apt  to  devise  ingenious  excuses  for  those 
failings  which  they  cherish  most  fondly,  and  if  they 
cannot  close  their  eyes  to  them,  had  rather  defend 
than  correct.  Mr.  Canning  reasoned  himself  into 
a  belief  which  he  was  wont  to  profess,  that  no  man 
can  serve  his  country  with  effect  out  of  office  :  as 
if  there  were  no  public  in  this  country  ;  as  if  there 
were  no  Parliament ;  no  forum  ;  no  press ;  as  if 
the  Government  were  in  the  hands  of  a  Vizier  to 
whom  the  Turk  had  given  his  signet- ring,  or  a 
favourite  to  whom  the  Czarina  had  tossed  her  hand- 
kerchief; as  if  the  patriot's  vocation  had  ceased  and 
the  voice  of  public  virtue  were  heard  no  more ;  as 
if  the  people  were  without  power  over  their  rulers, 
and  only  existed  to  be  taxed  and  to  obey  !  A  more 
pernicious  notion  never  entered  the  mind  of  a  public 
man,  nor  one  more  fitted  to  undermine  his  public 
virtue.  It  may  be  made  the  cloak  for  every  species 
of  flagitious  and  sordid  calculation  ;  and  what  in  him 
was  only  a  sophistical  self-deception,  or  a  mere  illu- 
sion of  dangerous  self-love,  might  have  been,  by  the 
common  herd  of  trading  politicians,  used  as  the  cover 
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for  every  low,  and  (lospicablc,  and  unprincipled  arti- 
fice. No  errors  are  so  dangerous  as  those  false 
theories  of  morals  wliieh  conceal  the  bounds  between 
riy:lit  and  wrontr ;  enable  Vice  to  trick  herself  out 
in  tiie  attire  of  Virtue  ;  and  hide  our  frailties  from 
ourselves  by  tiirowing  around  them  the  garb  of 
profound  wisdom. 

The  havoc  which  this  unceasing  desire  of  place 
made  in  Mr.  Canning  had  always  been  observed  by 
those  who  saw  his  public  conduct.  But  when  his 
adversaries  railed  against  him  as  a  perpct<ial  and 
restless  intriguer,  the  charge  coming  in  the  com- 
pany of  others  known  to  be  false  against  Mr.  Pitt, 
was  very  naturally  set  down  among  the  list  of  mere 
party  inventions.  The  late  publication  of  Lord 
Malmesbury's  papers,  however,  must  be  admitted  to 
give  no  small  support  to  this  view  of  Mr.  Canning's 
character.  Certainly,  the  account  of  his  intrigues 
arrainst  Mr.  Addinq-ton  must  lower  him  in  the  esti- 
mation  of  all  men ;  and  it  rests  upon  evidence 
wholly  above  suspicion.  Lord  Malmesbury  seeing  in 
him  nothing  but  what  is  good,  and  being  his  warm 
supporter  ;  but  indeed  the  proof  is  found  under 
Mr.  Canning's  own  hand.  It  would  not  be  easy 
to  find  anything  of  a  more  paltry  kind  in  all  the 
historj-  of  political  intrigue,  than  the  attempt  to  drive 
Mr.  Addington  from  ofliiee  by  a  manifesto  against 
him,  only  unsigned  because  Mr.  Canning  could  get 
no  one  but  a  friend  of  his  own  to  sign  it  ;  and 
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designed,  he  says  himself,  to  be  presented  with  a 
*'  prescript"  (as  he  terms  it),  stating  that  "  the 
names  tvere  ready  to  be  ajfixed" — there  being  only 
two  such  names  thus  ready.  Nothing  can  be  more 
striking  than  the  contrast  which  Mr.  Pitt's  conduct 
at  this  period  offered  to  Mr.  Canning's :  it  is  dig- 
nified, frank,  forbearing  ;  kindly  towards  all,  even 
those  he  had  some  right  to  complain  of;  not  un- 
kindly to  Mr.  Canning  himself,  though  manifestly 
he  disapproved  of  his  proceedings,  and  was  exceed- 
ingly impatient  under  his  ceaseless  importunity. 
Indeed  he  was  compelled  to  give  him  more  than 
one  repulse ;  and  he  even  appears  to  have  declined 
seeing  him  at  Walmer,  that  he  might  be  spared  his 
vexatious  activity.  Of  course,  no  one  concerned  in 
the  pitiful  affair  of  the  unsigned  manifesto  could 
venture  upon  disclosing  it  to  such  a  man  as  Mr. 
Pitt. 

It  is  truly  to  be  lamented  that  Mr.  Pitt  should 
not  have  kept  himself  as  much  aloof  from  the  war- 
like and  anti-Gallican  zeal  of  Mr.  Canning,  as  he 
thus  did  from  his  thirst  for  office.  The  refusal  to 
treat  with  Napoleon  in  1800  must  have  proceeded 
from  that  influence  against  which  he  was  not  yet  on 
his  guard ;  for  it  was  wholly  at  variance  with  all 
his  former  conduct.* 

*  The  portion  of  the  Malmesbury  Correspondence  chiefly 
referred  to  is  vol.  iv.  p.  103,  104;  p.  119,  120,  and  p.  152. 
Lord  Malmesbury  carried  the  low  intrigue  about  the  paper 
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Of  ^Ir.  Canning  it  may  be  justly  observed,  as  of 
Mr.  Fox,  that  whatever  errors  lie  conunittcd  on 
other  questions,  on  the  Abolition  of  the  Slave  Trade 
he  was  undeviatingly  true  to  sound  principles  and 
enlightened  policy.  Kespecting  the  questions  con- 
nected with  Eniaiici[iution  his  course  was  by  no 
means  socoinniemkible,  and  in  resisting  the  motion 
on  the  ]\Iissionary's  case,  1824,  he  acted  culpably 
as  well  as  feebly  indeed  ;  but  of  the  Abolitionists 
he  was  at  once  a  strenuous  and  effective  ally.  It 
is  understood  that  he  deeply  lamented  the  contrast 
which  Mr.  Pitt's  proceedings  on  this  great  ques- 
tion presented  to  his  speeches;  and  he  insisted  on 
bringing  forward  a  motion  against  the  policy  of 
capturing  colonies  to  extend  the  Slave-traffic,  Mheii 
Mr.  Pitt  was  in  retirement. 

a  step  further ;  at  least  he  described  it  more  fully  as  iutended, 
by  concealing  the  poverty  of  the  names  subscribed,  to  operate 
as  a  tbreat  and  a  deccptious  threat.  Mr.  Pitt's  uneasiness 
under  Mr.  Canning's  restless  impatience  for  office  appears 
in  a  striking  manner.  He  plainly  alludes  to  him  and  his 
operations  when  he  complains  of  the  "  zeal  and  the  schemes 
of  selfish  people,"  and  describes  hov  he  is  "  disgusted  and 
soured,"  as  well  as  "  beset  by  them." 
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How  clifFerent  from  Mr.  Pitt's  conduct  was  that  of 
Lord  Grenville,  who  no  sooner  acceded  to  office  in 
1806,  than  he  encouraged  all  the  measures  which 
first  restrained,  and  then  entirely  abolished  that 
infernal  traffic,  tlie  slave-trade  !  The  crown  law- 
yers of  his  administration  were  directed  to  bring  in 
a  bill  for  abolishing  tlie  foreign  slave-ti-ade  of  our 
colonies,  as  well  as  all  importation  into  the  con- 
quered settlements — and  when  it  is  recollected  that 
Sir  Samuel  Eomilly  at  that  time  added  lustre  and 
gave  elevation  to  the  office  of  solicitor-general,  it 
may  well  be  supposed  that  those  duties  M'ere  cheer- 
fully and  duly  followed  both  by  him  and  by  his 
honest,  learned,  and  experienced  colleague.  Sir 
Arthur  Pigott.  It  is  fit  that  no  occasion  on  which 
Sir  Samuel  Romilly  is  named  should  ever  be  passed 
over  without  an  attempt  to  record  the  virtues  and 
endowments  of  so  great  and  so  good  a  man,  for  the 
instruction  of  after  ages. 

Few  persons  have  ever  attained  celebrity  of  name 
and  exalted  station,  in  any  country,  or  in  any  age, 
with  such  unsullied  purity  of  character,    as  this 
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equally  eminent  imd  fxcclk-iit  person.     His  virtue 
was  stern  and  intiexible,  a.ljiisted,  indeed,  rather  to 
the  rigorous  standard  of  ancient  morality  than  to 
the  less  ambitious  and  less  elevated  maxims  of  the 
modern  code.     But  in  this  he  very  widely  differed 
from  the  antique  model   upon  which  Ids  character 
generally  appeared  to  be  frame. I,  and  also  very  far 
surpassed  it,  that  there  was  nothing  either  atit^cted 
or  repulsive  about  him  ;  and  if  ever  a  man  existed 
who  would  more  than  any  other  have  scorned  the 
pitiful  fopperies  which  disfigured  the  worth  of  Cato, 
or  have  shrunk  from  the  harsher  virtue  of  Brutus' 
liondlly  was  that  man.     He  was,  in  truth,  a  person' 
of  the  most  natural  and  simple  manners,  and  one  in 
whom  the  kindliest  charities  and  varmest  feelings 
of  human  nature  were  blended  in  the  largest  mea- 
sure with  that  firmness  of  purpose  and  unrelaxed 
sincerity   of    principle,    in   almost   all    other    men 
found   to  be  little  compatible  with  the  attributes 
of  a  gentle  nature  and    the  feelings  of  a  tender 
heart. 

The  observer  who  gazes  upon  the  character  of 
this  great  man  is  naturally  struck  first  of  all  with 
its  most  pronunent  feature,  and  that  is  the  rare  ex 
cellence  which  we  have  now  marked,  so  far  above 
every  gift  of  the  understanding,  and  which  throws 
(lie  lustre  of  mere  genius  into  the  shade.     But  his 
capacity  was  of  the  highest  order.     An  extraordi- 
nary  reach  of  thought ;  great  powers  x,f  atte.ition 
vol..  ,1.  ^ 


126        STATESMEN  OF  TIME  OF  GEORGE  III. 

and  of  close  reasoning  ;  a  memory  quick  and  reten- 
tive ;  a  fancy  eminently  brilliant,  but  kept  in  per- 
fect discipline  by  his  judgment  and  his  taste,  which 
was  nice,  cultivated,  and  severe,  without  any  of  the 
squeamishness  so   fatal  to  vigour— these  were  the 
qualities  which,   under  the  guidance  of  the  most 
persevering  industry,  and  with  the  stimulus  of  a 
lofty  ambition,  rendered  him  unquestionably  the 
first  advocate,  and  the  most  profound   lawyer,  of 
the  age  he  flourished  in ;  placed  him  high  among 
the   ornaments  of  the  Senate;  and  would,  in  all 
likelihood,    have    given    him   the   foremost    place 
among  them   all,  had  not  the  occupations  of  his 
laborious  profession  necessarily  engrossed  a  dispro- 
portionate share  of  his  attention,  and  made  political 
pursuits  fill  a  subordinate  place  in  the  scheme  of 
his  life.      JurisperitoTicm  disertissimus,  disertorum 
vero  jurisperitissimus.     As  his  practice,  so  his  au- 
thority at  the  bar  and  with  the  bench  was  unexam- 
pled ;  and  his  success  in  Parliament  was  great  and 
progressive.     Some  of  his  speeches,  both  forensic 
and  Parliamentary,  are  nearly  unrivalled  in  excel- 
lence.    The  reply,  even  as  reported  in  1 1  Vesey, 
junior,  in  the  cause  of  Hugonin  v.  Beasley*  where 
legal  matters  chiefly  were  in  question,  may  give  no 

*  A  case  very  near  resembling  this,  Macdbe  v.  Hussej/, 
was  argued  in  the  House  of  Lords  in  October,  1831,  by  Mr. 
O'Connell,  and  his  argument  was  a  masterpiece,  according 
to  the  judgment  of  those  who  heard  it. 
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mean  idea  of  his  extraordinary  powers.     The  Jast 
speech  that  he  pronounced  in  ti.e  IIou<<e  of  Com 
mens,  upon  a  bill  respecting  the  Jaw  of  naturaliza- 
tion, winch  gave  him  occasion  to  paint  the  n.iscon- 
duct  of  the  expiring  Parliament  in  severe  and  even 
dark  colours,  was  generally  regarded  as  unexampled 
among  the  efforts  of  his  eloquence  ;  nor  can  thev 
uho  recollect  its  effects  ever  cease  to  lament  with 
tenfold  bitterness  of  sorrow,  the  catastrophe  which 
terminated  his  life  and  extinguished  his  glorv,  when 
they  reflect  that  the  vast  accession  to  his  influence 
from  being  chosen  for  Westminster,  came  at  a  time 
when  his  genius  had  reached  its  amplest  display, 
and  Ins  authority  in  Parliament,  unaided  by  station, 
had  attained  the  highest  eminence.     The  friend  of 
public  virtue,  and  the  advocate  of  human  improve- 
ment, will  mourn  still  more  sorrowfully  over  his 
urn  than  the  admirers  of  genius,  or  those  who  are 
dazzled  by  political  triumphs.     For  no  one   could 
know  Komilly,  and   doubt  that,  as  he  only  valued 
i.is  own  success  and  his  own  powers,   in   the  belief 
that  they  might  conduce  to  the  good  of  mankind 
so  each  augmentation  of  his  authoritv,  each  step  of 
his  progress,  must  have  been  attended  with  some 
tnumph   in   the   cause  of   humanity  and   justice. 
Irue,  he  would  at  lengtli,  in  the  course  of  nature 
liave  ceased  to  live ;  but  then  the  bigot  would  have 
ceased  to  persecute-the  despot  to  vex-the  deso- 
late poor  to  sufler-the  slave  to  groan  and  tremble 

G  2 
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the  in-norant  to  commit  crimes— and  the  ill-con- 

trived  law  to  engender  criminality. 

On  these  things  all  men  are  agreed ;  but  if  a 
more  distinct  account  be  desired  of  his  eloquence, 
it  must  be  said  that  it  united  all  the  more  severe 
graces  of  oratory,  both  as  regards  the  manner  and 
the  substance.     No  man  argued  more  closely  when 
the  understanding  was  to  be  addressed  ;  no  man  de- 
claimed more  powerfully  when  indignation  was  to 
be  aroused  or  the  feelings  moved.     His  language 
was  choice  and  pure  ;  his  powers  of  invective  re- 
sembled rather  the  grave  authority  with  which  the 
judge  puts  down  a  contempt,  or  punishes  an  offender, 
than  the  attack  of  an  advocate  against  his  adversary 
and  his  equal.     His  imagination  was  the  minister 
whose  services   were   rarely  required,   and  whose 
mastery  was  never  for  an  instant  admitted.     His 
sarcasm  was  tremendous,  nor  always  very  sparingly 
employed.     His  manner  was  perfect,  in  voice,  in 
fi-rure,  in  a  countenance  of  singular  beauty  and 
dfo-nity;    nor  was  anything  in   his  oratory  more 
str'iking  or  more  effective  than  the  heartfelt  since- 
rity which  it  throughout  displayed,  in  topic,  in  dic- 
tion,  in  tone,  in  look,  in  gesture.      "  In   Scauri 
oraiionesapientis  hominis  et  recti,  gravitas  summa, 
et  naturalis  qusedam  inerat  auctoritas,  non  ut  cau- 
sam,  sed  ut  testimonium  dicere  putares.     Significa- 
.  bat  enim  non  prudentiam  solum,  sed,  quod  maxima 
rem  continebat,  fidem."* 

*  Cic,  Brutus. 
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Considering-  liis  exalted  station  at  the  bar,  his 
pure  and   unsullied  character,  and  tlie  large  space 
which  he  filled  in  the  eye  of  the  country,  men  na- 
turally looked  for  his  ascent  to   the  highest  station 
in  the  profession  of  which  he  was,  during  so  many 
years,  the  ornament  and  the  pride.     Nor  could  any 
one  question  that  he  would  have  presented  to  the 
world  the  figure  of  a  consummate  judge.     He  alone 
felt  any  doubt  upon  the  extent  of  his  own  judicial 
qualities;  antl  he  has  recorded  in  his  journal  (tliat 
invaluable  document  in   which   he  was  wont  to  set 
down  freely  his  sentiments  on  men  and   things)   a 
modest  opinion,  expressing  his  apprehension,  should 
he  ever  be  so   tried,  that  men   would  say  of  him 
"  Capax   imperii    nisi    if/iprrasscL"      With    this 
single  exception,  offering  so  rare  an  instance  of  im- 
partial self-judgment,  and  tending  of  itself  to  its 
own  refutation,  all  who  had  no  interest  in  the  ele- 
vation of  others,  have  held  his  exclusion  from  the 
stipreme  place  in  the  law,  as  one  of  the  heaviest 
items  in  the  price  paid  for  the  factious  structure  of 
our  practical  government. 

In  his  private  life  and  personal  habits  he  exhi- 
bited a  model  for  imitation,  and  an  object  of  un- 
qualified esteem.  All  his  severity  was  reserved  for 
the  forum  and  the  senate,  when  vice  was  to  be 
lashed,  or  justice  vindicated,  the  public  delinquent 
exposed,  or  the  national  oppressor  overawed.  In 
his  family  and  in  society,  where  it  was  his  delight, 
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and  the  only  reward  of  his  unremitting  labours,  to 
unbend,  he  was  amiable,  simple,  natural,  cheerful. 
The  vast  resources  of  his  memory, — the  astonishing 
economy  of  time,  by  which  he  Was  enabled  to  read 
almost  every  work  of  interest  that  came  from  the 
press  of  either  his  hereditary  or  his  native  country, 
either  France  or  England,— the  perfect  correctness 
of  his  taste,  refined  to  such  a  pitch  that  his  pencil 
was  one  of  no  ordinary  power,  and  his  verses,  when 
once  or  twice  only  he  wrote  poetry,  were  of  great 
merit, — his  freedom  from  affectation,— the  wisdom 
of  not  being  above  doing   ordinary  things  in  the 
ordinary  way,— all  conspired  to  render  his  society 
peculiarly    attractive,,  and   would    have   made    it 
courted  even  liad  his  eminence  in   higher  matters 
been  far  less  conspicuous.     While  it  was  the  say- 
ing of  one  political  adversary,  the  most  experienced 
and  correct  observer*  among  all  the  parliamentary 
men  of  his  time,  that  he  never  was  out  of  his  place 
while  Romilly  spoke,  without  finding  that  he  had 
cause  to  lament  his  absence,— it  was  the  confession 
of  all   who   were  admitted  to  his  private  society, 
that  they  forgot  the  lawyer,  the  orator,  and  the 
patriot,  and  had  never  been  aware,  while  gazing  on 
him  with  admiration,  how  much  more  he  really  de- 
served that  tribute  than  he  appeared  to  do  when 
seen  from  afar. 

*  Mr.  Charles  Long,  afterwards  Lord  Farnborough. 
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If  (Icffcts  art-  r(.'(iuiic<l  tu  be  thrown  into  such  a 
sketch,  and  arc  deemed  as  necessary  as  the  shades 
in  a  picture,  or,  at  least,  as  the  more  subdued  tones 
of  some  parts  for  giving  relief  to  otljers,  this  por- 
traiture of  llomilly  must  be  content  to  remain  im- 
perfect. For  what  is  there  on  which  to  dwell  for 
blame,  if  it  be  not  a  proncness  to  prejudice  in 
favour  of  opinions  resembling  his  own,  a  blindness 
to  the  defects  of  those  who  held  them,  and  a  pre- 
possession against  those  who  held  them  not?  "While 
there  is  so  very  little  to  censure,  there  is  unhappily 
much  to  deplore.  A  morbid  sensibility  embittered 
many  hours  of  his  earlier  life,  and  when  deprived 
of  the  wife  whom  he  most  tenderly  and  justly 
loved,  contributed  to  bring  on  an  inflammatory 
fever,  in  the  paroxysm  of  wliich  he  untimely  met 
his  end. 

Tlie  Letter  of  Mr.  Brougham,  on  Abuse  of  Cha- 
rities, was  communicated  in  manuscript  to  him 
while  attending  the  sick  bed  of  that  excellent  per- 
son, whose  loss  brought  on  his  own.  It  tended  to 
beguile  some  of  those  sorrowful  houi-s,  the  subject 
having  long  deeply  engaged  his  attention ;  and  it 
was  the  last  tiling  that  he  read.  His  estimate  of 
its  merits  was  exceedingly  low ;  at  least  he  said  he 
was  sure  no  tract  had  ever  been  published  on  a 
more  dry  subject,  or  Avas  likely  to  excite  less  atten- 
tion. The  interest  of  the  subject,  however,  was 
much   undervalued   by   him ;    for   the  letter   raa 
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through    eight  editions   in    the  month    of   Octo- 
ber.* 

That  he  highly  approved  of  the  labours  of  the 
Education  Committee,  however,  and  that  the  con- 
duct of  its  Chairman  shared  fully  in  his  approval, 
there  can  be  no  doubt.     In  the  last  will  which  he 
made,  there  is  a  warm  expression  of  personal  regard 
and  a  strong  testimony   to  public  merits,  accom- 
panying a  desire  that  his   friend  would  join   with 
another  whom  he  had  long  known  intimately,  and 
Avhom  he  consequently  most  highly  and  most  justly 
esteemed,  Mr.  Whishaw,  in  performing  the  office 
of  literary  executor.     The  manuscripts  which  he 
left  were  numerous  and  important.     The  most  in- 
teresting are  the  beautiful  Sketches  of  his  early  life, 
and  the  Journal   to  which  reference  has  already 
been  made.     But  his  commentaries  upon  subjects 
connected    with   jurisprudence    are    those    of  the 
greatest  value ;  for  they  show  that  most  of  the  re- 
forms of  which  he  maintains  the  expediency,  have 
since  his  decease  been  adopted  by  the  Legislature  ; 
and  they  thus  form  a  powerful  reason  for  adopting 
those  others  which  he  recommends,  and  which  are 
not  now  less  favoured   by  the  general   opinion  of 

*  The  last  book  of  any  importance  read  by  him  was  Mr. 
Hallam's  first  great  -work,  of  which  he  justly  formed  the 
highest  opinion,  and  recommended  the  immediate  perusal  of 
it  to  the  author  of  the  letter,  as  a  contrast  to  that  perform- 
ance, in  respect  of  the  universal  interest  of  the  subject. 
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niaiikirid,  tluui  were  the  foriuor  class   at  the  early 
period    when    he    wrote.      The    injiiiictioii    to    Jiis 
friends  contained  in  liis  will,  was  truly  characteristic 
of  the  man.     lie  particularly  desired  them,  in  de- 
termining whether  or   not   the   manuscripts  should 
be  published,  only  to  reg-ard  the  prospect  there  was 
of  their  being   in  any  degree  serviceable  to  man- 
kind, and  by  no  means  to   throw  away   a  thought 
upon  any  injury  which  the  appearance  of  such  un- 
finished works  might  do   to  his   literary  character. 
Whoever  knew  him,   indeed,   was  well   persuaded 
that  in  all  his  exertions  his   personal   gratification 
never  was  for  a  moment  consulted,  unless  as  far  as 
whatever  he  did,  or  whatever  he  witnessed  in  others, 
liad  a  relish  for  him  exactly  proportioned  to  its 
tendency   towards  the  establishment  of  the  prin- 
ciples which  formed,  as  it  were,  a  part  of  his  nature, 
and  towards  the   promotion   of  human  happiness, 
the  grand  aim  of  all  his  views.     U'his  is  that  col- 
league and  comrade  «hose  irreparable  loss  his  sur- 
viving friends   have  had  to   deplore,   througli   all 
their  struggles  for   the  good   cause  in  which  they 
had  stood  by  his  side  ;  a  loss  which  each  succeeding 
day  renders  heavier,  and  harder  to  bear,  when  the 
misconduct  of  some,  and  the  incapacity  of  others, 
so  painfully  recall  the  contrast  of  one  whose  pre- 
mature end  gave  the  first  and   the  only  pang  that 
had  ever  come  from  him  ;  and  all  his  associates 
may  justly  exclaim  in  the  words  of  Tully  regard- 

g3 
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ino-  Hortensius,  "  Augebat  etiam  molestiam,  quod 
magna  sapientium  civiuin  bonorumque  penuriS,,  vir 
egregius,  conjunctissimusque  mecum  consiliorum 
omnium  societate,  alienissimo  reipublicae  tempore 
extinctus,  et  auctoritatis,  et  prudentise  suas  triste 
nobis  desiderium  reliquerat :  dolebamque,  quod  non, 
ut  plerique  putabant,  adversarium,  aut  obtrecta- 
torem  laudum  mearum,  sed  socium  potius  et  con- 
sortem  gloriosi  laboris  amiseram." 


And  here  for  a  moment  let  us  pause.     We  have 
been  gazing  on  the  faint  likenesses  of  many  great 
men.     We    have    been    traversing  a   Gallery,  on 
either  side  of  which  they  stand  ranged.     We  have 
made  bold  in  that  edifice  to  "  expatiate  and  confer 
the  State  affairs  "   of  their  age.     Cognizant  of  its 
history,   aware    of   the    principles   by    which   the 
English    chiefs  are   marshalled,   sagacious   of  the 
springs  that  move  the  politic  wheel  whose  revolu- 
tions we  contemplate,  it  is  an  easy  thing  for  us  to 
comprehend  the  phenomenon  most  remarkably  pre- 
sented by  those  figures  and  their  arrangement ;  nor 
are  we  led  to  stare  aghast  at  that  which  would 
astound  any  mind  not  previously  furnished  with 
the  ready  solution  to  make  all  plain  and  intelli- 
gible.    But  suppose  some  one  from  another  hemi- 
sphere, or  another  world,  admitted  to  the  spectacle 
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which  we  find  so  fiiniiliar,  and  consider  wliat  would 
be  its  first  eflect  upon  liis  mind — "  Here,"  he 
won  hi  say,  "  stand  the  choicest  spirits  of  their  age  ; 
tlie  greatest  wits,  llie  noblest  orators,  the  wit.est 
politicians,  the  most  illustrious  patriots.  Here 
they  stand,  whose  hands  have  been  raised  for  their 
country,  whose  magical  eloquence  has  shook  the 
spheres,  whose  genius  has  poured  out  strains  worthy 
the  inspiration,  of  the  gods,  w  hose  lives  were  de- 
voted to  the  purity  of  their  principles,  whose 
memories  were  bequeathed  to  a  race  grateful  for 
benefits  received  from  their  sufl^erings  and  their 
sacrifices.  Here  stand  all  these  *  lights  of  the 
world  and  demigods  of  fame ;'  but  here  they  stand 
not  ranged  on  one  side  of  this  Gallery,  having 
served  a  common  country  !  With  the  same  bright 
object  in  their  view,  their  efforts  were  divided,  not 
united  ;  they  fiercely  combated  each  other,  and  not 
together  assailed  some  common  foe;  their  great 
exertions  were  bestowed,  their  more  than  mortal 
forces  were  expended,  not  in  furthering  the  general 
good,  not  in  resisting  their  country's  enemies,  but 
in  conflicts  among  themselves;  and  all  their  tri- 
umphs were  won  over  each  other,  and  all  their 
sufferings  were  endured  at  each  other's  hands!" — 
— "  Is  it,"  the  unenlightened  stranger  woidd  add, 
'•  a  reality  that  I  survey,  or  a  troubled  vision  that 
mocks  my  sight?  Am  I  indeed  contemplating  the 
prime  of  men  amongst  a  rational  people,  or  the 
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Coryphei  of  a  band  of  mimes  ?  Oi*,  haply,  am  I 
admitted  to  survey  the  cells  of  some  hospital  ap- 
pointed for  the  insane ;  or  is  it,  peradventure,  the 
vaults  of  some  Pandemonium  through  which  my 
eyes  have  been  suffered  to  wander  till  my  vision 
aches,  and  my  brain  is  disturbed?" 

Thus  far  the  untutored  native  of  some  far-distant 
wild  on  earth,  or  the  yet  more  ignorant  inhabitant 
of  some  world,  remote  "  beyond  the  solar  walk  or 
milky  way."  We  know  more ;  we  apprehend 
things  better.  But  let  us,  even  in  our  pride  of 
enlightened  wisdom,  pause  for  a  moment  to  reflect 
on  this  most  anomalous  state  of  things,  —  this 
arrangement  of  political  affairs  which  systemati- 
cally excludes  at  least  one-half  of  the  great  men 
of  each  age  from  their  country's  service,  and  de- 
votes both  classes  infinitely  more  to  maintaining  a 
conflict  with  one  another  than  to  furthering  the 
general  good.  And  here  it  may  be  admitted  at 
once  that  nothing  can  be  less  correct  than  their 
view,  who  regard  the  administration  of  affairs  as 
practically  in  the  hands  of  only  one-half  the  nation, 
whilst  the  excluded  portion  is  solely  occupied  in 
thwarting  tlieir  proceedings.  The  influence  of 
both  Parties  is  exerted,  and  the  movement  of  tlie 
state  machine  partakes  of  both  the  forces  im- 
pressed upon  it ;  neither  taking  the  direction  of 
the  one  nor  of  the  other,  but  a  third  line  between 
both.     This  concession,  no  doubt,  greatly  lessens 
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the  evil  ;  but  it  is  very  far  imkcd  from  reniovinnr 
it.  Why  must  there  always  be  this  exclusion,  and 
this  conflict?  Does  not  every  one  immediately 
perceive  how  it  must  prove  detrimental  to  the 
public  service  in  the  great  majority  of  instances ; 
and  how  miserable  a  make-shift  for  something' 
better  and  more  rational  it  is,  even  where  it  does 
more  good  than  harm  ?  Besides,  if  it  requires  a 
constant  and  systematic  opposition  to  prevent  mis- 
chief, and  keep  the  machine  of  state  in  the  right 
path,  of  what  use  is  our  I)oasted  representative 
goverinnent,  which  is  designed  to  give  the  people 
a  control  over  their  rulers,  and  serves  no  other 
purpose  at  all  ?  Let  us  for  a  moment  consider  the 
origin  of  this  system  of  Party,  that  we  may  the 
better  be  able  to  appreciate  its  value  and  to  com- 
prehend its  manner  of  working. 

The  Origin  of  Party  may  be  traced  by  fond 
theorists  and  sanGfuinc  votaries  of  the  system,  to  a 
radical  ditierence  of  opinion  and  principle ;  to  the 
"  idem  scnlire  dc  rrpuhUcd  "  which  has  at  all  times 
marshalled  men  in  combinations  or  split  them  in 
oppositions  ;  but  it  is  pretty  plain  to  any  person  of 
ordinary  understanding,  that  a  far  less  romantic 
ground  of  union  and  of  separation  has  for  the  most 
part  existed — the  individual  interests  of  the  parties  ; 
the  idem  velle  atqiie  idem  nolle;  the  desire  of 
power  and  of  plunder,  which,  as  all  cannot  share, 
each  is  desirous  of  snatching  and  holding.     The 
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history  of  English  party  is  as  certainly  that  of  a 
few  great  men  and  powerful  families  on  the  one 
hand,  contending  for  place  and   power,  with  a  few 
others  on  the  opposite  quarter,  as  it  is  the  history 
of  the  Plantagenets,  the  Tudors,  and   the  Stuarts. 
There  is  nothing  more  untrue   than  to  represent 
principle  as  at  the  bottom  of  it ;  interest  is  at  the 
bottom,  and   the   opposition   of  principle  is  sub- 
servient to  the  opposition  of  interest.      Accord- 
ingly, the    result   has   been,   that  unless   perhaps 
where  a  dynasty  was  changed,  as  in  1688,  and  for 
some  time  afterwards,  and  excepting  on  questions 
connected  with  this  change,  the  very  same  conduct 
was  held  and  the  same  principles  professed,  by  both 
Parties  when  in  office  and  by  both  when  in  oppo- 
sition.    Of  this  we  have  seen  sufficiently  remark- 
able instances  in  the  course  of  the  foregoing  pages. 
The  Whig  in  opposition  was  for  retrenchment  and 
for  peace ;   transplant  him    into    office,   he   cared 
little  for  either.     Bills  of  coercion,  suspensions  of 
the   constitution,   were   his  abhorrence  when  pro- 
pounded by  Tories ;  in  place,  he  propounded  them 
himself.     Acts  of  indemnity  and  of  attainder  were 
the  favourites  of  the  Tory  in  power ;    the  Tory  in 
opposition  was  the   enemy  of  both.     Tlie  gravest 
charge    ever    brought   by   the   Whig   against    his 
adversary  was  the  personal  proscription  of  an  ex- 
alted individual  to  please  a  King  ;  the  worst  charge 
that  the  Tory  can  level  against  the  Whig  is  the 
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support  of  a   proscription  still   less  justifiable   to 
please  a  Viceroy. 

It  cannot  surely  in  these  circumstances  be  deemed 
extraordinary  that  plain  men,  uninitiated  in  the 
Aristocratic  Mysteries  whereof  a  rigid  devotion  to 
Party  forms  one  of  the  most  sacred,  shouhl  bo  apt 
to  see  a  very  ditt'erent  connexion  between  principle 
and  faction  from  tlie  one  usually  put  forward;  and 
that  without  at  all  denying  a  relation  between  the 
two  things,  they  should  reverse  the  account  gene- 
rally given  by  Party  men,  and  suspect  them  of 
taking  up  principles  in  order  to  marshal  them- 
selves in  alliances  and  hostilities  ibr  their  own 
interests,  instead  of  engaging  in  those  contests 
because  of  their  conflicting  principles.  In  a  word, 
there  seems  some  reason  to  suppose  that  interest 
having  really  divided  them  into  bands,  principles 
are  professed  for  the  purpose  of  better  compassino- 
their  objects  by  maintaining  a  character  and  gain- 
ing the  support  of  the  people. 

That  to  a  certain  degree  this  is  true,  we  think 
can  hardly  be  doubted,  although  it  is  also  impos- 
sible to  deny  that  there  is  a  plain  line  of  distinction 
between  the  two  great  Parties  which  formerly  pre- 
vailed in  this  country  upon  one  important  point, 
the  foundations  and  extent  of  the  Royal  Prerogative. 
But  that  this  line  can  now  be  traced  it  would  be 
absurd  to  pretend.  Mr.  Pitt,  and  even  Lord  North, 
had   no   other  opinions   respecting   kingly  power 
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than  Mr.  Fox  or  Mr.  Burke  ;  and  the  rival  theories 
of  Sir  Robert  Filmer  and  Mr.  Locke  were  as  obso- 
lete during  the  American  war  as  they  are  at  this 
day.  Then  have  not  men,  since  Jacobitism  and 
Divine  Right  were  exploded,  generally  adopted 
opinions  upon  the  practical  questions  of  the  day  in 
such  a  manner  as  to  let  them  conveniently  co- 
operate with  certain  acts  of  statesmen  and  oppose 
others  ;  join  some  family  interests  together  in  order 
to  counterbalance  some  other  family  interests ; 
league  themselves  in  bodies  to  keep  or  to  get 
power  in  opposition  to  other  bands  formed  with  a 
similar  view?  This  surely  will  not,  upon  a  calm 
review  of  the  facts,  be  denied  by  any  one  wliose 
judgment  is  wortli  having. 

Observe  how  plainly  the  course  pursued  by  one 
class  dictates  that  to  be  taken  by  the  other.  There 
must  be  combinations,  and  there  must  be  opposi- 
tions;  and  therefore  things  to  differ  upon,  as  well 
as  things  to  agree  upon,  must  needs  be  found. 
Thus,  the  King  is  as  hostile  as  bigotry  and  tyranny 
can  make  him  to  American  liberty,  and  his  mini- 
sters support  him  in  tlie  war  to  crush  it.  This 
throws  the  opposition  upon  the  liberal  side  of  the 
question,  without  whicli  they  can  neither  keep 
together  nor  continue  to  resist  the  ministry.  Is 
iany  man  so  blind  as  seriously  to  believe  that,  had 
Mr.  Burke  and  Mr.  Fox  been  the  Ministers  of 
Georo-e  III.  they  would  have  resigned  rather  than 
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try  to  put  down  the  AiiuTicaiis?  If  so,  let  liim 
open  his  eyes,  and  aAk  himself  another  simple  ques- 
tion, AV'hat  Minister  would  ever  volunteer  his 
advice  to  dismember  the  empire?  iJiif  if  that  fails 
to  convince  him,  let  him  recollect  that  the  Ameri- 
can war  had  ragetl  for  years  before  the  word 
''  Separation "  crossed  the  lips  of  any  man  in 
either  House  of  rarliament— all  the  attacks  were 
made  upon  the  ill-treatment  of  our  fellow-suhjocts, 
and  the  mismanagement  of  tlie  war;  tiie  Whigs 
would  have  been  more  kind  rulers  and  better 
generals,  but  only  in  order  to  prevent  the  last  of 
calamities — Separation  and  Independence.  Nay, 
the  same  Party  being  now  in  power,  have  avowed 
towards  Canada  the  very  principles  upon  which 
Lord  North  carried  on  the  former  contest.  The 
Tories  may  perhaps  allege  that  they  have  of  late 
been  more  consistent. 

Take  another  instance.  While  the  Whigs  were 
out  of  office,  the  same  King's  bigotry  refused  to 
emancipate  the  Koman  Catholics.  It  would  be  a 
strong  thing  to  hold,  that  the  Party  which  was 
always  distinguished  for  its  hatred  of  Komanism, 
and  whicli  had  founded  its  power  of  old  on  the 
penal  laws,  must  of  necessity  have  taken  an  o[)- 
posite  view  of  tliis  question  because  circumstances 
had  changed  and  those  laws  had  become  unneces- 
sary, and  because  the  King,  supposing  them  to  have 
been  his  servants,  would  have  adhered  to  the  ancient 
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Whig  tenets.     But  when,  in  opposition  themselves, 
they  found  some  millions  ready  to  rally  against  the 
Court,  and  saw  their  adversaries,  the  Ministers  of 
the  day,  siding  with  the  King,  they  never  hesitated 
a  moment  in   taking  their   line,  and  fought  gal- 
lantly till  the  battle  was  won.     Without  affirming 
that  the  altered  view  of  the  question  was  wholly 
caused  by  the  position  of  Parties,  and  dictated  by 
the  Ministers  taking  the  other  line,  we  may  at  least 
assert,  without  any  fear  of  contradiction,  that  the 
promptitude  with  which  the  change  was-  made  by 
the  leaders  is  traceable  to  this  source-;  and  that 
their  having  the  power  to  make  their  less  liberal 
and  enlightened  followers  in  the  country  join  them, 
doing  violence  to  their  most  rooted  prejudices,  can 
in  no  other  way  be  accounted  forthan  by  referring 
to  the  operation  of  Party   tactics.      Indeed,  this 
operation  alone  can  explain  the  phenomicnon  of  the 
two  great  factions   having  changed   sides  on  the 
whole  question;  the  Tories  taking  the  very  part 
now  which  the  Whigs  did  in  the  days  of  the  Somers, 
the  Marlboroughs,  the  Godolphins,  and  somewhat 
earlier,  in  the  times  of  the  Russells  and  the  Sidneys. 
The  solution  of  the  enigma  is  to  be  found  chiefly 
in  the  accidental  circumstance  of  the  Parties  having 
at  the  two  different  periods  been  in  opposite  posi- 
tions— the  Whigs  in  power  at  one  time,  the  Tories 
at  the  other,   and   the  Crown    holding   the   same 
course  in  each  case.     The  only  other  circumstance 
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that  exists  to  inudify  this  conclusion,  is,  tliat  tiie 
principles  of  the  "Whig  families  at  the  Revolution 
led  to  their  being  in  power ;  ahliough  it  would  be 
a  bold  thing  to  assert  that,  if  the  Torj'  families 
had  been  preferred,  through  some  accident  of  per- 
sonal favour,  by  "William  and  Anne,  the  "Whig 
families  then  in  opposition  would  have  supported 
the  penal  code;  or  even  that,  if  George  I.  had 
turned  his  back  upon  them,  and  courted  their  ad- 
versaries, they  would  have  kept  cpiite  clear  of 
Jacobite  connexions,  which  some  of  the  most  dis- 
tinguished, as  it  was,  are  well  known  to  have 
formed. 

Nor  is  there  much  reason  to  suppose  that  had 
the  Parties  changed  positions  in  1792,  the  "Whigs 
would,  as  a  matter  of  course,  have  been  against  the 
war.  Half  the  Party  were  found  to  be  the  most 
strenuous  advocates  of  a  rupture  with  France,  and 
their  accession  to  office  as  a  body  followed  this 
avowal.  The  whole  could  not  pursue  the  same 
course;  and  Mr.  Pitt  having  unhappily  declared 
for  war,  the  opposition  was  for  peace.  If  anyone 
feels  very  confident  that  the  great  men  whom  we 
have  been  contemplating  in  their  glorious  resistance 
to  that  ruinous  contest,  would  have  maintained 
peace  at  all  hazards,  including  a  quarrel  with  the 
Aristocracy  and  the  Court,  had  they  been  George 
III.'s  Ministers,  we  beseech  him  to  consider  how 
little  disposed  they  showed  themselves,  after  Mr. 
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Pitt's  death,  to  make  sacrifices  for  the  great  object 
of  pacification,  and  how  forward  they  were  in  grati- 
fying the  King's  prejudices  on  Hanover,  which 
their  new  leader  declared  was  as  much  a  British 
interest  as  Hampshire.  One  thing  is  certain  enough, 
— had  the  Whigs  joined  the  King  and  the  aristo- 
cracy in  making  war,  Mr.  Pitt  would  have  been 
as  strenuous  an  apostle  of  peace  as  ever  preached 
that  holy  word. 

If  the  new  line  of  distinction  which  now  severs 
the  two  sets  of  men  be  observed,  little  doubt  will 
be  cast  upon  our  former  conclusions.  The  one  is 
for  reform,  the  other  against  it.  But  the  old  Whig 
Party  were  always  very  lukewarm  reformers :  one 
section  of  them  were  its  most  bitter  enemies — the 
rest,  with  few  exceptions,  its  very  temperate  sup- 
porters. Even  Mr.  Fox's  reform  of  Parliament 
would  have  gone  into  a  mighty  narrow  compass. 
But  there  rests  no  kind  of  doubt  on  this  as  well  as 
other  principles  having  been  rather  the  consequence 
than  the  cause  of  Party  distinctions  ;  for  when  Mr. 
Pitt  in  opposition,  and  afterwards  in  office,  brought 
forward  tlie  question,  he  received  a  very  moderate 
and  divided  support  from  the  Whigs  ;  and  no  small 
part  of  the  G  overnment  which  carried  the  question 
in  1831,  and  of  the  late  Reform  Government, 
are  Tories  who  had  before  been  strenuously  op- 
posed to  all  changes  whatever  in  our  parliamentary 
system.     That  the  same  Ministry  of  1831  was  sub- 
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stanfiully  AVhij;-,  ami  carried  the  question  l)y  a  far 
greater  effort  tluiii  t\cr  Mr.  l*itt  made  for  its 
advancement,  is  not  to  he  doubted.  ])iit  their 
influence,  nay  their  existence  depended  n))on  it : 
they  gained  more  by  it,  as  a  Party,  than  l)y  any 
other  course  they  conhl  have  gaine<l.  This  then 
can  form  no  exception  whatever  to  the  position 
that,  wlien  parties  are  formed  mainly  for  tlie  pur- 
pose of  obtaining  and  retaining  power,  they  adopt 
principles,  and  act  upon  them,  Mith  a  view  to 
serve  this  main  object  of  tlie  Party  union.  The 
people  in  a  conntrj'  like  this  have  their  weight  as 
well  as  the  Court  and  the  aristocracy,  and  their 
opinions  and  feelings  nuist  be  consulted  by  Party 
leaders  in  order  to  gain  their  support.  "\\  liatever 
insincerity  there  may  be  in  the  latter,  however 
they  may  be  suspected  of  professing  opinions  for 
the  purpose  of  their  policy,  the  people  can  have 
no  such  sinister  motives.  Hence  a  Party  may  take 
popular  ground  m  hen  in  opposition  with  a  view  of 
defeating  the  Court,  and  it  may  also  take  the  same 
ground  in  office  to  fortify  itself  again  a  hostile 
Court  or  a  generally  unfriendly  aristocracy. 

This  induction  of  facts  is  incomplete,  if  the  171- 
stantia  7icgatiia,  the  converse  proof,  be  Avanting, 
of  cases  where  great  principles  not  espoused  by 
Parties,  nor  made  matter  of  Party  manceuvring, 
Lave  had  a  different  flite.  Unhappily  tiiere  are 
comparatively   Aery  few  questions   of  importance 
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which  have  enjoyed  this  exemption.  One  of  the 
greatest  of  all,  however,  the  Slave-Trade,  is  of 
the  number  ;  the  Abolition  having  been  first  taken 
up  by  Thomas  Clarkson,  a  Foxite  in  opinion,  and 
in  Parliament  by  Mr.  Wilberforce,  a  friend  of  Mr. 
Pitt  (but  neither  of  them  Party  men),  was  never 
made  the  subject  of  Party  distinction.  Accord- 
ingly, the  men  of  both  sides  were  divided  on  it, 
according  to  the  colours  of  their  real  opinions,  and 
not  of  their  Party  differences :  nor  was  it  ever 
either  supported  or  opposed  by  the  marshalled 
strength  of  faction.  The  doctrines  of  Free  Trade 
and  the  amendment  of  the  Criminal  Law  furnish 
other  instances  of  the  same  rare  description.  No 
one  can  be  at  arjy  loss  to  perceive  how  very  differ- 
ently these  questions  have  been  handled  from  the 
Party  ones  to  which  we  before  adverted.  No  one 
can  be  at  a  loss  to  perceive  how  much  truth  has 
gained  by  the  remarkable  diversity. 

We  have  hitherto  been  referring  to  the  fate  of 
great  principles, — of  general  questions  ;  but  the 
same  will  be  found  to  have  been  the  treatment  of 
subjects  more  personal  and  accidental.  Mr.  Pitt, 
after  a  short  co-operation  with  the  Whigs,  sacri- 
ficed them  to  the  prejudices  of  the  King  and 
returned  to  power,  while  they  retired  to  their 
opposition  places  and  habits.  If,  instead  of  this 
result,  the  negotiations  of  1 804  had  led  to  a  junc- 
tion of  the  two  great  Parties,  he  is  a  bold  man 
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wlio  will  take  updu  himself  to  afliriii  that  the 
Wliigs  would  on  the  Treasury  Bench  liave  read 
Lord  St.  Vincent's  famous  Tenth  Report  with  the 
same  eyes  which  glared  upon  Lord  Melville  from 
the  opposite  .side  of  the  IIou.se,  and  conducted  them 
to  the  iuipeaehmeut  of  that  Mini.ster  a  few  month.s 
afterwards.  Again,  the  greatest  personal  question 
that  ever  distracted  rather  than  divided  the  country, 
was  the  treatment  of  the  Queen  in  1820.  Had  the 
Whigs  then  been  in  office  under  George  IV.,  as 
they  were  in  the  habits  of  Party  connexion  with 
him  in  1806,  would  they  have  been  so  strenuous  in 
opposing  his  favourite  Bill  of  Pains  and  Penalties? 
It  woukl  be  a  very  adventurous  thing  to  a.ssert 
anything  of  the  kind,  when  we  recollect  how  un- 
reservedly they  lent  themselves  in  1806  to  the  first 
persecution  of  the  ill-fated  Queen  by  the  "  Delicate 
Investigation,"  as  it  was  most  inappropriately 
called,  which  they  conducted  in  secret  and  beiiind 
the  back  of  the  accused.  The  Tories  were  then 
in  opposition  to  the  Prince  and  to  the  Whig  mi- 
nistry ;  and  they  bitterly  denounced  that  secret 
proceeding.  Who  can  doubt  that  had  the  Whigs 
in  1820  been  the  ministers  and  proposed  the  Bill, 
it  would  have  found  as  strenuous  opposition  from 
the  Tories  as  this  Bill  found  from  the  AVhigs  ?  But 
are  we  left  to  our  conjectures  upon  this  point  ?  No 
such  matter.  The  Tories  were  afterwards  in  opposi- 
tion ;  the  Whigs  in  office ;  4nd  a  bill  of  attainder 
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has  been  defended  by  the  Whigs  and  opposed  by 
the  Tories,  having  for  its  avowed  object  to  banish 
men  from  their  country  without  a  trial,  or  a  hear- 
ing,   or   even  a  notice;    and    accomplishing   this 
object    by  declaring    their    entrance  within    their 
native  land  a  capital  offence.     Had  the  Whigs  in 
power  brought  forward  a  bill  to  exile  the  Queen 
without  hearing  her,  and  to  declare  her  landing  in 
England  high  treason,  we  have  a  right  to  affirm 
that  the  Tories,  being  in  opposition,  would  have 
strenuously  resisted  such  a  measure.     Two  cases 
more  parallel  can  hardly  be  imagined,  for  there 
was  a  charge  of  treason  in  both  ;  there  was  the  tem- 
porary absence  of  the  party  accused ;  there  was  a  riot 
or  tumult  expected  upon  that  party's  return ;  there 
was  the  wish  to  prevent  such  a  return  ;  and  there 
was  no  desire  in  either  the  one  case  or  the  other  to 
shed  a  drop  of  blood,  but  only  a  wish  to  gain  the 
object  by  a  threat.     On  the  other  hand,  have  the 
Tories  any  right  to  affirm  that  if  they  had  chanced 
to  be  in  power  when  the  Canada  affairs  were  to  be 
settled,    no    bills   of  attainder    would   have   been 
passed  ?     The  forms  of  law  might  have  been  more 
artificially  and  skilfully  preserved;  but  that  the 
principles  of  substantial  justice  would   have  been 
better  maintained   towards  Papineau  and  his  ad- 
herents in    1838   than    they  were  towards  Queen 
Caroline  in  1820,  we  have  no  right  whatever  to 
believe.     The  Bill  of  1820  is  the  great  blot  upon 
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their  public  character,  the  worst  pa«!sage  by  far  in 
the  history  of  tlieir  Party ;  and  they  must  have 
felt,  wliile  they  assented  to  its  iiiiciuities  and 
pinniped  the  country  into  the  most  imminent  dan- 
gers, that  they  were  yielding  to  the  vilest  ca- 
prices of  an  unprincipled  and  tyrannical  master. 

It  must  not  be  supposed  that  those  who  concur 
in  these  general  remarks  upon  Party  are  pro- 
nouncing a  very  severe  censure  upon  all  public 
men  in  this  country,  or  placing  themselves  vaitdy 
on  an  eminence  removed  from  strife,  and  high 
above  all  vulgar  contentions — 

Despicere  unde  qucas  alios,  passimque  videre, 
Errare,  atijvic  viam  palanteis  quairere  viuc, 
CiTtare  ingenio,  contendere  nobilitate, 
Nocteis  atquc  dies  niti  prscstantc  labore, 
Ad  summas  emcrgere  opes,  rerumquc  potiri. 

LrCRET.  II. 

Tlie  blame  now  cast  upon  politicians  affects  them 
all  equally  ;  and  is  only  like  that  which  ethical 
rcasoncrs  on  tlie  selfish  theory  of  morals  may  be 
supposed  to  tlirow  upon  all  human  conduct.  In 
fact,  that  blame  applies  not  to  individuals,  but  to 
the  system  ;  and  that  system  is  proved  to  be  bad  ; 
— hurtful  to  the  interests  of  the  country,  corrupt- 
ing to  the  people,  injurious  to  honest  principle, 
and  at  the  very  best  a  clumsy  contrivance  for 
carrying  on  the  affairs  of  the  State, 

It  is  partly  the  result  of  our  monarcliical  con- 
stitution,  in   which  the  prince  must  rule  by  in- 

VOL.  II.  H 
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fluence  rather  than  prerogative ;  but  it  is  much 
more  to  be  derived  from  the  aristocratical  portion 
of  the  constitution.  The  great  families,  in  their 
struggles  with  each  other  and  against  the  Crown, 
have  recourse  to  Party  leagues,  and  the  people  are 
from  time  to  time  drawn  into  the  conflict.  The 
evils  which  flow  from  this  manner  of  conducting 
public  affairs  are  manifest.  The  two  greatest  un- 
questionably are,  first,  the  loss  of  so  many  able 
men  to  the  service  of  the  country,  as  well  as  the 
devotion  of  almost  the  whole  powers  of  all  leading 
men  to  party  contests,  and  the  devotion  of  a  portion 
of  those  men  to  obstructing  the  public  service 
instead  of  helping  it ;  and  next,  the  sport  which, 
in  playing  the  party  game,  is  made  of  the  most 
sacred  principles,  the  duping  of  the  people,  and 
the  assumption  of  their  aristocratic  leaders  to  dic- 
tate their  opinions  to  them.  It  is  a  sorry  account 
of  any  political  machine  that  it  is  so  constructed, 
as  only  to  be  kept  in  order  by  the  loss  of  power 
and  the  conflict  of  forces  which  the  first  of  these 
faults  implies.  It  is  a  clumsy  and  unwieldy  move- 
ment which  can  only  be  efl^ected  by  the  combined 
operation  of  jarring  principles,  which  the  pane- 
gyrists or  rather  apologists  of  these  anomalies  have 
commended.  But  it  is  a  radical  vice  in  any  system 
to  exclude  the  people  from  forming  their  own  opi- 
nions, which  must,  if  proceeding  from  their  own 
impulses,  be  kept  in  strict  accordance  with  their 
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interests,  that  is,  witli  the  general  good  ;  and  it  is 
a  flaw  if  possible  still  more;  disastrous,  to  render 
the  people  only  tools  and  instruments  of  an  oli- 
garchy, instead  of  making  their' power  the  main- 
spring of  the  whole  engine,  and  their  interest  the 
grand  object  of  all  its  operations. 

Of  this  we  may  be  well  assured,  that  as  Party 
has  hitherto  been  known  amongst  us,  it  can  only 
be  borne  durujg  the  earlier  stages  of  a  nation's  po- 
litical growth.     AVhile  the  people  are  ignorant  of 
their  interests,  and  as  little  acquainted  with  tiieir 
rights  as  with  their  duties,  they  may  be  treated  by 
the   leading  factions   as   they   have  hitherto  been  ' 
treated  by  our  own.     God  be  praised,  they  are  not 
now  what  they  were  in  the  palmy  days  of  fiictious 
aristocracy,  of  the  Walpoles,  and  the  Foxes,  and 
the  Pelhanis — never  consulted,  and  never  tliouglit 
of  unless  when  it  was  desirable  that  one  mob  should 
bawl  out  "  Church  and  King,"  and  another  should 
echo  back  "  No  Pope,  and  no  Pretender."     They 
have  even  made  great  advances  since  the  close  of 
the  American  war,  and  the  earlier  periods  of  the 
French  Revolution,  when,  through  fear  of  the  Ca- 
tholics, the  library  of  Lord  Mansfield,  and  through 
hatred  of  the  Dissenters,    the   apparatus    of  Dr. 
Priestley,   were  committed  to  the  flames.     Their 
progress  is  now  rapid,  and  their  success  assured  in 
the  attainment  of  all   that  can  qualify   them  fur 
self-government,  emancipate  them  from  pupilage, 

II  2 
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and  entitle  them  to  undertake  the  management  of 
their  own  affairs.  Nor  will  they  any  more  suffer 
leading  men  to  make  up  their  opinions  for  them, 
as  doctors  do  the  prescriptions  which  they  are  to 
take,  or  consent  to  be  the  tools  and  the  dupes  of 
Party  any  more. 


Let  us  now,  by  way  of  contrast  rather  than  com- 
parison, turn  our  eye  towards  some  eminent 
leaders  of  mankind  in  the  countries  where  no 
Party  spirit  can  ever  be  shown,  or  in  circum- 
.stances  where  a  great  danger  threatening  all  alike, 
excludes  the  influence  of  faction  altogether,  though 
only  for  a  season,  and  while  the  pressure  conti- 
nues. 

Contemporary  with  George  III,,  and  with  the 
statesmen  whose  faint  likenesses  we  have  been  sur- 
veying, were  some  of  the  most  celebrated  persons 
whom  either  the  old  or  the  new  world  have  pro- 
duced. Their  talents  and  their  fortunes  came  also 
in  conflict  with  those  of  our  own  rulers,  upon  some 
of  the  most  memorable  occasions  which  have  ex- 
ercised the  one  or  affected  the  other.  It  will 
form  no  inappropriate  appendix  to  the  preceding 
sketches,  if  we'  now  endeavour  to  portray  several 
of  those  distinguished  individuals. 


(      153     ) 


F  E  A  N  K  L  I  N. 


One  of  the  most  remarkable  men  certainly  (.f  our 
times  as  a  politician,  or  of  any  age  as  a  philo- 
sopher, was  Franklin  ;  who  also  stands  alone  in 
combining  together  these  two  characters,  the 
greatest  tiiat  man  can  sustain,  and  in  this,  tliat 
having  borne  the  first  part  in  enlarging  science 
by  one  of  tiie  greatest  discoveries  ever  made,  he 
bore  the  second  part  in  founding  one  of  the 
greatest  empires  in  the  world. 

In  this  truly  great  man  everything  seems  to 
concur  that  goes  towards  the  constitution  of  ex- 
alted merit.  First,  he  was  the  architect  of  his 
own  fortune.  Born  in  the  humblest  station,  he 
raised  himself  by  his  talents  ami  his  industry, 
first  to  the  place  in  society  which  may  be  attained 
Mith  the  help  only  of  ordinary  abilities,  great 
application,  and  good  luck  ;  but  next  to  the  loftier 
heights  which  a  daring  and  happy  genius  alone 
can  scale ;  and  the  poor  Printer's  boy,  who  at  one 
period  of  his  life  had  no  covering  to  shelter  his 
liead  from  the  dews  of  night,  rent  in  twain  the 
proud  dominion  of  England,  and  lived  to  be  the 
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Ambassador  of  a  Commonwealth  which  he  had 
formed,  at  the  Court  of  the  haughty  Monarchs  of 
France  who  had  been  his  allies. 

Then,  he  had  been  tried  by  prosperity  as  well 
as  adverse  fortune,  and  had  passed  unhurt  through 
the  perils  of  both.  No  ordinary  apprentice,  no 
commonplace  journeyman,  ever  laid  the  founda- 
tions of  his  independence  in  habits  of  industry  and 
temperance  more  deep  than  he  did,  whose  genius 
was  afterwards  to  rank  him  with  the  Galileos  and 
the  Newtons  of  the  old  world.  No  patrician  born 
to  shine  in  Courts,  or  assist  at  the  Councils  of 
Monarchs,  ever  bore  his  honours  in  a  lofty  station 
more  easily,  or  was  less  spoilt  by  the  enjoyment  of 
them  than  this  common  workman  did  when  nego- 
tiating with  Royal  representatives,  or  caressed  by 
all  the  beauty  and  fashion  of  the  most  brilliant 
Court  in  Europe. 

Again,  he  was  self-taught  in  all  he  knew.  His 
hours  of  study  were  stolen  from  those  of  sleep  and 
of  meals,  or  gained  by  some  ingenious  contrivance 
for  reading  while  the  work  of  his  daily  calling 
went  on.  Assisted  by  none  of  the  helps  which 
affluence  tenders  to  the  studies  of  the  rich,  he 
had  to  supply  th.e  place  of  tutors,  by  redoubled 
diligence,  and  of  commentaries,  by  repeated  pe- 
rusal. Nay,  the  possession  of  books  was  to  be 
obtained  by  copying  what  the  art  which  he  himself 
exercised  furnished  easily  to  others. 
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Next,  the  circumstances  under  which  others 
succumb  he  made  to  yield,  and  bent  to  his  owu 
purposes — a  successful  leader  of  a  revolt  that  ended 
in  complete  triumph  after  appearing  desperate  for 
years  ;  a  great  discoverer  in  pliilosophy  without  the 
ordinary  helps  to  knowledge  ;  a  writer  famed  for 
liis  chaste  style  without  a  classical  education  ;  a 
skilful  negotiator,  though  never  bred  to  politics ; 
ending  as  a  favourite,  nay,  a  pattern  of  fashion, 
when  the  guest  of  frivolous  Courts,  the  life  w  hich 
he  had  begun  in  garrets  and  in  workshops. 

Lastly,  combinations  of  faculties  in  others  deemed 
impossible,  appeared  easy  and  natural  in  him.  The 
philosopher,  delighting  in  speculation,  was  also 
eminently  a  man  of  action.  Ingenious  reasoning, 
refined  and  subtle  consultation,  were  in  him  com- 
bined with  prompt  resolution,  and  inflexible  firm- 
ness of  purpose.  To  a  lively  fancy,  he  joined  a 
learned  and  deep  reflection ;  his  original  and  in- 
ventive genius  stooped  to  the  convenient  alliance 
of  the  most  ordinary  prudence  in  ever}'day  affairs ; 
the  mind  that  soared  above  the  clouds,  and  was 
conversant  with  the  loftiest  of  human  contempla- 
tions, disdained  not  to  make  proverbs  and  feign 
parables  for  the  guidance  of  apprenticed  youths 
and  servile  maidens ;  and  the  hands  that  sketched  a 
free  constitution  for  a  whole  continent,  or  drew 
down  the  lightning  from  heaven,  easily  and  cheer- 
fully lent  themselves  to  simplify  the  apparatus  by 
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which  truths  were  to  be  illustrated,  or  discoveries 
pursued. 

His  whole  course  both  in  acting  and  in  specula- 
tion was  simple  and  plain,  ever  preferring-  the 
easiest  and  the  shortest  road,  nor  ever  having-  re- 
course to  any  but  the  simplest  means  to  compass 
his  ends.  His  policy  rejected  all  refinements,  and 
aimed  at  accomplishing  its  purposes  by  the  most 
rational  and  obvious  expedients.  His  language 
was  unadorned,  and  used  as  the  medium  of  commu- 
nicating his  thoughts,  not  of  raising  admiration  ; 
but  it  was  pure,  expressive,  racy.  His  manner  of 
reasoning  was  manly  and  cogent,  the  address  of  a 
rational  being  to  others  of  the  same  order ;  and  so 
concise,  that  preferring  decision  to  discussion,  he 
never  exceeded  a  quarter  of  an  hour  in  any  public 
address.  His  correspondence  upon  business,  whe- 
ther private  or  on  state  affairs,  is  a  model  of  clear- 
ness and  compendious  shortness  ;  nor  can  any  state- 
papers  surpass  in  dignity  and  impression,  those  of 
wliich  he  is  believed  to  have  been  the  author  in  the 
earlier  part  of  the  American  revolutionary  war. 
His  mode  of  philosophising  Avas  the  purest  appli- 
cation of  tlie  Inductive  principle,  so  eminently 
adapted  to  his  nature  and  so  clearly  dictated  by 
common  sense,  that  we  can  have  little  doubt  it 
would  have  been  suggested  by  Franklin,  if  it  had 
not  been  unfolded  by  Bacon,  though  it  is  as  clear 
that  in  this  case  it  would  have  been  expounded  in 
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far  more  simj)lc  tcniis.  IJut  of  all  tliis  great  man's 
scientific  excellencies,  the  most  remarkable  is  the 
sinallness,  tlie  simplicity,  the  apparent  inadequacy, 
of"  the  means  which  lie  employed  in  his  experi- 
mental researches.  His  discoveries  were  made 
with  hardly  any  apparatus  at  all ;  and  if,  at  any 
time,  he  liad  been  led  to  employ  instruments  of  a 
somewhat  less  ordinary  description,  he  never  rested 
satisfied  until  ho  had,  as  it  were,  afterwards  trans- 
Lited  the  process,  by  resolving  the  problem  with 
such  simple  machinery,  that  you  might  say  he  had 
done  it  wholly  unaided  by  apparatus.  The  expe- 
riments by  which  the  identity  of  lightning  and 
electricity  was  demonstrated,  were  made  with  a 
sheet  of  brown  paper,  a  bit  of  twine,  a  silk  thread, 
and  an  iron  key. 

Upon  the  integrity  of  this  great  man,  whether 
in  public  or  in  private  life,  there  rests  no  stain. 
Strictly  honest,  and  even  scrupulously  punctual  in 
all  his  dealings,  he  preserved  in  the  highest  fortune 
tliat  regularity  which  he  had  practised  as  well  as 
inculcated  in  the  lowest.  The  phrase  which  he 
once  used  when  interru[)ted  in  his  proceedings  upon 
the  most  arduous  and  important  affairs,  by  a  demand 
of  some  petty  item  in  a  long  account, — "  Thou  shalt 
not  muzzle  the  ox  that  treads  out  the  corn," — has 
been  cited  against  him  as  proving  the  laxity  of  his 
dealings  when  in  trust  of  public  money  ;  it  plainly 
proves  the  reverse :  for  he  well  knew  that  in  a 

n  3 
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country  abounding  in  discussion,  and  full  of  bitter 
personal  animosities,  notliing'  could  be  gained  of 
immunity  by  refusing  to  produce  his  vouchers  at 
the  fitting  time  ;  and  his  venturing  to  use  such  lan- 
guage demonstrates  that  he  knew  his  conduct  to  be 
really  above  all  suspicion. 

In  domestic  life  he  was  faultless,  and  in  the  in- 
tercourse of  society,  delightful.     There  was  a  con- 
stant good  humour  and  a  playful  wit,  easy  and  of 
high   relish,   without  any  ambition   to   shine,  the 
natural  fruit  of  his  lively  fancy,  his  solid,  natural 
good  sense,  and  his  cheerful  temper,  that  gave  his 
conversation  an  unspeakable  charm,  and  alike  suited 
every  circle,  from  the  humblest  to  the  most  elevated. 
With  all  his  strong  opinions,  so  often  solemnly  de- 
clared, so  imperishably  recorded  in  his  deeds,  he 
retained  a  tolerance  for  those  who  differed  with  him 
which  could  not  be  surpassed   in  men  whose  prin- 
ciples hang  so  loosely  about  them  as  to  be  taken  up 
for  a  convenient  cloak,  and  laid  down  when  found 
to  impede  their  progress.     In  his  family  he  was 
everything  that  worth,  warm  affections,  and  sound 
prudence  could  contribute,   to  make  a  man  both 
useful  and  amiable,  respected  and  beloved.     In  re- 
ligion, he  would  by  many  be  reckoned  a  latitudi- 
narian ;  yet  it  is  certain  that  his  mind  was  imbued 
with  a  deep  sense  of  the  Divine  perfections,  a  con- 
stant impression  of  our  accountable  nature,  and  a 
lively  hope  of  future  enjoyment.     Accordingly,  his 
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tleatli-bcd,  the  test  of  both  faith  and  works,  was  easy 
and  placid,  resigned  and  devout,  and  indicated  at 
once  an  unflinciiing  retrospect  of  the  past,  and  a 
comfortable  assurance  of  the  future. 


If  M'c  turn  from  tlie  truly  great  man  whom  we 
have  been  contemplating,  to  his  celebrated  con- 
temporary in  the  Old  "World,  who  only  affected 
the  philosophy  that  Franklin  possessed,  and  em- 
ployed his  talents  for  civil  and  military  affairs,  in 
extinguishing  that  iiidei)endence  which  Franklin's 
life  was  consecrated  to  establish,  the  contrast  is 
marvellous  indeed,  between  the  Monarch  and  the 
Printer. 


(     160     ) 
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In  one  particular  this  celebrated  Prince  may  be 
said  to  resemble  the  great  Republican.  His  earlier 
years  were  spent  in  the  school  of  adversity.  Whe- 
ther the  influence  of  this  discipline,  usually  so  pro- 
pitious to  tlie  character  of  great  men,  was  exerted 
in  chastening  his  principles,  and  in  calling  forth 
and  regulating  those  feelings  which  the  education 
of  a  court  tends  either  to  stifle  or  pervert,  may  be 
learnt  not  only  from  the  private  history  of  his 
reign,  but  from  some  anecdotes  preserved  of  his 
conduct  immediately  after  he  came  to  the  crown  ; 
while,  as  yet,  his  heart  could  not  have  become 
callous  from  the  habits  of  uncontrolled  dominion, 
nor  his  principles  unsettled  by  the  cares  of  his  tur- 
bulent career.  When  William  discovered  his  son's 
plan  for  escaping  from  Prussia,  he  caused  him  to 
be  arrested,  together  with  his  confidential  friend 
De  Catt,  and  instantly  brought  to  trial  before  a 
military  commission.  The  interposition  of  Austria 
alone  saved  the  prince's  life  ;  but  he  was  thrown 
into  prison  at  the  fort  of  Custrin,  where  his  friend 
was  beheaded  on  a  scaftbld  raised  before  his  apart- 
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iiient  to  the  level  of  tlic  window,  from  wliicli  lie 
was  forced  to  view  this  afflicting  spectacle.  He 
AVOij  so  nuKli  overpowered,  tliat  he  sunk  senseless 
into  the  chair  which  had  been  placed  to  keep  him 
at  the  window,  and  only  recovered  to  bewail,  with 
every  appearance  of  the  most  poignant  feeling,  the 
fate  of  this  unhappy  young  man,  wlio  had  fallen  a 
sacrifice  to  his  faithful  attachment.  Tlie  savage 
conduct  of  William,  indeed,  left  him  scarce  any 
other  occupation ;  his  confinement  was  as  strict, 
and  his  treatment  as  liavsli,  as  that  of  tiie  meanest 
felon.  By  degrees,  however,  his  guards  watched 
him  less  closely,  and  he  was  even  permitted  to  steal 
out  umler  cover  of  night,  by  circuitous  paths,  to  a 
chateau  in  the  neighbourhood,  the  residence  of  a 
very  amiable  nobleman's  family,  who  received  him 
Mith  the  greatest  kindness,  and  exposed  themselves 
to  constant  risk  on  his  account.  Amono:  them  he 
spent  a-s  much  of  his  time,  for  above  a  year,  as  he 
could  gain  from  tlie  humanity  or  treachery  of  his 
jailer.  It  was  chiefly  with  music  and  reading  that 
he  consoled  himself  in  tlie  gloom  of  his  prison  ;, 
and  those  good  folks  not  only  furnished  him  with 
books  and  candles,  but  made  little  concerts  for  him 
in  the  evenings,  when  he  could  escape  to  enjoy 
their  society.  The  young  Wrechs  (for  that  was 
the  name  of  this  family)  were  sufficiently  accom- 
plished and  sprightly  to  gahi  Frederic's  esteem. 
lie  delighted  much  in  their  company  ;  and  thougli 
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they  were  so  numerous,  that  the  baron  was  kept  in 
narrow  circumstances  by  the  necessary  expenses  of 
their  maintenance  and  education,  he  contrived,  by 
straitening-  himself  still  more,  to  scrape  together 
supplies  of  money  to  the  amount  of  above  six 
thousand  rixdollars,  with  which  he  assisted,  from 
time  to  time,  his  royal  guest. 

Such  were  the  obligations  which  Frederic  owed, 
during  this  eventful  period  of  his  life,  first  to  the 
House  of  Austria,  whose  'spirited  and  decisive  in- 
terference saved  him  from  the  scaffold  ;  next,  to 
the  unfortunate  De  Catt,  who  had  sacrificed  his  life 
in  the  attempt  to  aid  his  escape  ;  and,  lastly,  to 
the  amiable  family  of  the  Wrechs,  who,  at  the 
imminent  risk  of  their  lives,  and  at  a  certain  ex- 
pense little  suited  to  their  moderate  circumstances, 
had  tenderly  alleviated  the  hardships  of  his  con- 
finement. As  Frederic  mounted  the  throne  a 
short  time  after  he  M^as  set  at  liberty,  we  might 
naturally  expect  that  the  impression  of  favours 
like  these  would  outlive  the  ordinary  period  of 
royal  memory.  The  first  act  of  his  reign  was  to 
invade  the  hereditary  dominions  of  Austria,  and 
reduce  to  the  utmost  distress  the  daughter  and 
representative  of  the  monarch  whose  timely  inter- 
position had  saved  his  life,  by  heading  a  powerful 
combination  against  her,  after  stripping  her  of  an 
invaluable  province.  The  family  and  relations  of 
De  Catt  never  received,  during  the  whole  of  his 
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reign,  oven  a  smile  of  royal  favour.  To  tlie 
Wrechs  he  not  only  never  repaid  a  kreutzer  of  the 
money  which  they  had  pinched  themselves  to  raise 
for  his  accomnioilalion,  but  manifested  a  degree  of 
coldness  amounting  to  displeasure:  so  that  this 
M'orthy  and  accomplisiied  family  were  in  a  kind  of 
disgrace  during  his  time,  never  received  well  at 
court,  nor  promoted  to  any  of  the  employments 
which  form  in  some  sort  the  patrimony  of  the  aris- 
tocracy. They  were  favoured  by  Prince  Henry ; 
and  all  that  they  could  boast  of  owing  to  the  king 
was,  to  use  an  expression  of  his  most  zealous  pane- 
gyrist, that  "  he  did  not  persecute  tliem"  on  account 
of  his  brother's  patronage.  His  defenders  screened 
this  ungrateful  conduct  behind  the  Prussian  law, 
which  prohibits  the  loan  of  money  to  princes  of  the 
blood,  and  declares  all  debts  contracted  by  them 
null.  But  since  the  khif/ was  to  govern  himself  by 
the  enactments  of  this  law,  it  would  have  been 
well  if  the  prince,  too,  had  considered  them.  "We 
have  heard  of  Louis  XII.  proudly  declaring  that  it 
was  unworthy  the  King  of  France  to  revenge  the 
wrongs  of  the  Duke  of  Orleans.  It  was  reserved 
for  the  unfeeling  meanness  of  Frederic  to  show  us, 
that  the  King  was  not  bound  by  the  highest  obli- 
gations of  the  Prince  of  Prussia — that  he  could 
shelter  himself  from  the  claims  of  honour  and  gra- 
titude, by  appealing  to  laws  which  had  been  gene- 
rously violated  in  his  behalf. 
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But  it  may  be  fair  to  mention  the  solitary  in- 
stance of  a  contrary  description,   which    we   can 
find  in  comparing  his  conduct  on  the  throne  with 
the  favours  received  during  his  misfortunes.     He 
had    been  assisted    in   his    musical   relaxations  at 
Potsdam  by  the   daughter  of  a  citizen,  who,  watli- 
out  any  personal  charms,  had  the  accomplishment 
most  valuable  to  tlie  prince,  secluded  as  lie  was 
from    all   society,  and   depending   for  amusement 
almost  entirely  on  his  flute.     His  father  no  sooner 
heard  of  this    intimacy,    than  he  supposed  there 
must  be  some   criminal    intercourse  between   the 
young  amateurs,  and  proceeded  to  meet  the  tender 
passion  by  the  universal  remedy  which  he  was  in 
the  habit  of  administering  to  his  subjects.     The 
lady  was  seized,  delivered  over  to  the  executioner, 
and  publicly  whipped  through  the  streets  of  Pots- 
dam.    This  cruel  disgrace,  of  course,  put  an  end 
to  the  concerts,  and  to  her  estimation  in  society. 
When  Frederic   came  to  the   tlirone,  slie  was  re- 
duced to  the  humble  station  of  a  hackney-coach- 
man's wife  ;    and,  with  a  rare  effort  of  gratitude 
and  generosity,  he  was  pleased  to  settle  upon  lier 
a  pension,  of  very  little  less  than  thirty-five  pounds 
a-year. 

There  is  nothing  in  the  history  of  his  after-life 
that  shows  any  improvement  in  the  feelings  with 
wliich  he  began  it,  and  which  his  own  sufferings 
had  not  chastened,  nor  the  kindness  that  relieved 
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them  softened.  In  one  of  liis  battles,  Iiapj)ening 
to  turn  liis  head  round  lie  .snv  liis  nepliew,  the 
Hereditary  Prince,  fall  to  the  ground,  iiis  horse 
being  killed  under  him.  Frederic,  thinking  the 
rider  was  shot,  cried,  uithont  stoppiii'^  as  he  rode 
past,  ''  Ah  !  there  's  the  Prince  of  l*nis.sia  killed  ; 
let  his  satklle  and  bridle  be  taken  care  of!  " 

William  Augustus,  the  King's  elder  brother, 
and  heir  ajiparent  to  the  crown,  had  for  many 
years  been  his  principal  favourite.  He  was  a 
prince  of  great  abilities,  and  singularly  amiable 
character — modest  almost  to  timidity — and  repay- 
ing the  friendship  of  Frederic  by  a  more  tiian 
filial  devotion.  He  had  served  near  his  person  in 
all  his  campaigns,  had  constantly  distinguished 
himself  in  war,  and,  after  the  disastrous  battle  of 
Collin,  was  intrusted  with  the  command  of  half 
the  retreating  army.  While  the  King  succeeded 
in  bringing  oif  his  own  division  safe  into  Saxony, 
the  Prince,  attacked  on  all  hands  by  the  whole 
force  of  the  Austrians,  suffered  several  inconsider- 
able losses  on  his  march,  and  gained  the  neighbour- 
hood of  Dresden  with  some  difficulty.  He  was 
received,  as  well  as  his  whole  staff,  with  the  great- 
est marks  of  displeasure.  For  several  days  the 
King  spoke  to  none  of  them ;  and  then  sent  a 
message  by  one  of  his  generals — ''  Que  j)Our  lien 
faire^  il  devoit  leurfaire  trancher  la  tetc,  excejyter 
au  gmiral  Winterfeldt"     The  Prince  was  of  too 
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feeling  a  disposition  not  to  suffer  extremely  from 
this  treatment.  He  addressed  a  letter  to  the  King, 
in  which  he  stated  that  the  fatigues  of  the  cam- 
paign, and  his  distress  of  mind,  had  totally  injured 
his  health ;  and  received  for  answer  a  permission 
to  retire,  couched  in  the  most  bitter  and  humili- 
ating reproaches.  From  this  time  he  lived  en- 
tirely in  the  bosom  of  his  family,  a  prey  to  the 
deepest  melancholy,  but  retaining  for  the  King  his 
sentiments  of  warm  attachment,  and  respect  bor- 
dering upon  veneration,  although  never  permitted 
to  approacli  his  person.  One  interview  only  brought 
the  brothers  together  after  their  unhappy  sepa- 
ration. The  different  members  of  the  Royal  family 
during  the  most  disastrous  period  of  the  Seven- 
years'  Avar,  when  the  existence  of  the  House  of 
Brandenburg  seemed  to  depend  on  a  diminution 
in  the  number  of  its  enemies,  united  their  voice  in 
exhorting  the  King  to  attempt  making  such  a  peace 
with  France  and  Sweden  as  might  be  consistent 
with  the  honour  of  his  crown.  Prince  William 
was  entreated  to  lay  their  wishes  before  him  ;  and, 
oppressed  as  he  was  with  disease,  trembling  to 
appear  in  his  brother's  presence,  scarcely  daring 
to  hope  even  a  decorous  reception,  he  yet  thought 
his  duty  required  this  effort,  and  he  supplicated  an 
audience.  Frederic  allowed  him  to  detail  fully 
his  whole  views,  and  was  willing  to  hear  from  him 
the  unanimous  prayers  of  his  relations.     He  ap- 
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peared  before  the  King;  besought  him,  conjured 
him,  with  tears  in  his  eyes,  and  embraced  his  linees 
with  all  tlie  warmth  of  fraternal  afiection,  and  all 
the  devotion  of  the  most  enthusiastic  loyalty.  No 
sentiment  of  pity  fur  the  cause  he  pleaded,  nor  any 
spark  of  his  own  ancient  afiection  was  Ivindled  in 
Frederic's  bosom  at  so  touching  a  scene.  He 
remained  silent  and  stern  during  the  wliole  inter- 
view, and  then  put  an  end  to  it  by  these  words : 
"  3Ionsieur,  vous  partirez  demain  pour  Berlin  : 
allcz  fuire  des  eiifans :  vous  nelcs  hon  qu'a  cela." 
The  prince  did  not  long  survive  tliis  memorable 
audience. 

Such  was  the  fate  of  his  favourite  brother.  The 
Princess  Amelia  was  his  youngest  and  most  beloved 
sister.  She  was  one  of  the  most  charming  and 
accomplished  women  in  Europe.  But  after  being 
cajoled  by  lier  elder  sister,  Ulrica,  out  of  a  Royal 
marriage,  which  tliat  intriguer  obtained  for  herself, 
Amelia  fell  in  love  with  the  well-known  Baron 
Trenck,  who  was  by  her  brother  shut  up  in  a  fur- 
tress  for  ten  years  ;  and  Frederic  daily  saw  pining 
away  before  his  eyes  his  favourite  sister,  become 
blind  and  paralysed  with  mental  suffering,  and 
saw  it  without  a  pang  or  a  sigh,  much  more  with- 
out a  tliought  of  relieving  it  by  ceasing  to  perse- 
cute her  friend. 

Having  contemplated  this  monarch  in  the  re- 
lations of  domestic  life,  it  is  now  fit  that  we  should 
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\ie\v  him  among  his  friends.  Of  these  there  was 
absolutely  not  one  whom  he  did  not  treat  witli 
exemplary  harshness,  except  Jordan,  who  indeed 
lived  only  a  few  years  after  Frederic  came  to  the 
throne,  while  he  was  too  much  occupied  with  war 
to  allow  him  time  for  mixing  with  that  select 
society,  in  which  he  afterwards  vainly  hoped  to 
enjoy  the  pleasures  of  entire  equality,  and  where 
always,  sooner  or  later,  the  King  prevailed  over 
the  companion.  Of  all  his  friends,  the  Marquis 
d'Argens  seems  to  have  been  the  most  cordially 
and  most  respectfully  attached  to  his  person.  In 
the  field  he  was  his  constant  companion :  their 
time  in  winter-quarters  was  passed  in  eacli  other's 
society.  At  one  time  the  King  had  no  other  con- 
fidant ;  and  he  it  was  who  turned  aside  his  fixed 
purpose  to  commit  suicide,  when,  at  the  most 
desperate  crisis  of  his  affairs,  life  had  become  un- 
bearable. But  D'Argens  committed  the  fault  sel- 
dom pardoned  by  any  prince,  by  Frederic  never  : 
he  acted  as  if  he  believed  his  Royal  friend  sincere 
in  desiring  that  they  should  live  on  equal  terms. 
The  pretext  for  finally  discarding  his  ancient  com- 
panion was  poor  in  the  extreme.  When  the 
marquis  consented  to  come  into  Frederic's  service, 
and  leave  his  own  country,  it  was  upon  the  ex- 
press condition  that  he  should  have  permission  to 
return  home  when  he  reached  the  age  of  seventy. 
He  had  a  brother  in  France,  to  whom  he  was  ten- 
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(lerly  attached,  and  owed  many  obli'j;atioi)f«.  As 
he  approached  this  period  of  life,  his  ijrother  pre- 
pared a  house  and  establishment  for  his  reception  ; 
and  nothing  was  wanting  but  the  king's  leave  to 
make  him  retire  from  a  service  to  which  he  was 
now  ill  adajited  by  his  years,  and  rendered  averse 
by  the  coldness  daily  more  apparent  in  the  treat- 
ment he  received.  But  Frederic,  notwithstanding 
the  bargain,  and  in  spite  of  his  diminished  attach- 
ment to  this  faithful  follower,  pereniptorily  refused 
to  errant  his  dischari'e :  he  allowed  him  a  sort  of 
furlough  to  see  his  brother,  and  took  his  promise 
to  return  in  six  months.  When  the  visit  was  paid, 
and  the  marquis  had  arrived  at  Bourg  on  his  re- 
turn, the  exertions  which  lie  made  to  get  back 
within  the  stipulated  time  threw  him  into  a  dan- 
gerous illness.  As  soon  as  the  six  months  expired, 
Frederic,  receiving  no  letter  and  liearing  nothing 
of  him,  became  violently  enraged,  and  ordered  his 
pensions  to  be  stopped,  and  his  name  to  be  struck 
off  the  lists  with  disijrace.  The  account  of  these 
precipitate  measures  reached  the  marquis  as  he  was 
on  the  point  of  continuing  his  journey  after  his 
recovery.  And  when  he  died,  the  king  caused  a 
mommient  to  be  raised  to  his  memory,  as  a  proof 
that  he  repented  of  his  harsh  and  hasty  proceedings 
against  him. 

The    treatment   which    Marshal    Schwerin    met 
>vith   for  gaining    the   battle  of  Molwitz   is  well 
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known.  In  oi'der  to  execute  the  manoeuvre  upon 
which  the  victory  depended,  it  was  necessary  that 
the  king  should  retire  from  the  field  at  a  moment 
when  success  was  almost  despaired  of.  He  con- 
sented, and  the  tide  was  turned  by  the  consummate 
skill  of  the  general.  Ever  after,  Frederic  treated 
him  with  marked  coldness ;  neglected  him  as  far 
as  the  necessity  of  claiming  assistance  from  his 
genius  would  permit;  and,  finally,  was  the  cause 
of  his  exposing  himself  to  certain  destruction  at 
the  battle  of  Prague,  where  this  great  master  of 
the  art  of  war  fell  undistinguished  in  the  crowd, 
leaving  his  family  to  the  neglect  of  an  ungrateful 
sovereign,  and  his  memory  to  be  honoured  by  the 
enemy  whom  he  had  conquered.* 

After  Frederic  had  quan-elled  with  Voltaire,  he 
heard  of  a  Chevalier  Masson,  whose  wit  and  ac- 
complishments were  represented  as  sufficient  to 
replace  those  which  he  had  just  lost  by  his  own 
vanity  and  caprice.  It  was  with  difficulty  that 
this  gentleman  could  be  induced  to  quit  the  French 
service  in  which  he  stood  high ;  and  when  he 
arrived  at  Berlin,  though  it  very  soon  became 
apparent  that  Voltaire's  place  was  not  one  of  those 
which  are  so  easily  supplied,  yet  he  had  qualities 
sufficient  to  recommend  him,    and    M'as   admitted 

*  The  monument  erected  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Prague, 
upon  the  spot  where  the  greatest  of  the  Prussian  Captains 
fell,  was  raised  by  the  Emperor  Joseph  11. 
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instantly  to  the  royal  circles.  A  single  indiscreet 
sally  of  wit  ruined  him  in  the  king's  favour,  lie 
retired  in  disgust  to  his  study,  %\  here  he  lived  tiie 
life  of  a  hermit  for  many  years,  his  existence  un- 
known to  the  world,  ami  tlie  most  important  of 
its  concerns  equally  unknown  to  him.  As  he  had 
thus  siicrificed  all  his  prospects  to  accept  of  Fre- 
deric's patronage,  and  had  \vasted  tlie  prime  of  his 
life  in  attending  upon  his  capricious  pleasure,  it 
might  have  been  expected  that  he  would  at  least 
have  been  permitted  to  enjoy  his  poor  pension,  so 
dearly  purchased,  to  the  end  of  his  inoffensive 
days.  But  after  twenty  years  of  seclusion,  such  as 
we  have  described,  he  had  his  name  suddenly  struck 
from  the  lists,  and  his  appointments  stopped,  and 
was  obliged  to  seek  his  own  country  witli  the 
savings  which  his  parsimony  had  enabled  him  to 
make. 

Tlie  same  selfish  spirit,  or  carelessness  towards 
the  feelings  and  claims  of  others,  which  marked 
Frederic's  conduct  to  his  family  and  friends,  was 
equally  conspicuous  in  his  treatment  of  inferior 
dependants,  both  in  the  relations  of  society  and  of 
business.  In  his  familiar  intercourse  with  those 
whom  he  permitted  to  approach  him,  we  can  find 
no  line  steadily  drawn  for  tlie  regulation  of  his 
own  demeanour,  or  of  theirs.  His  inclination 
seems  to  have  been,  that  he  should  tilways  main- 
tain the  manifest  superiority,  without  owing  it  in 
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appearance  to  liis  exalted  station ;  but  as  soon  as 
he  lost,  or  was  near  losing,  this  first  place  in  a 
contest  upon  fair  terms,  he  was  ready  suddenly  to 
call  in  the  aid  of  the  king.  Thus  it  perpetually 
happened,  tliat  a  conversation  begun  upon  an  equal 
footing,  was  terminated  by  a  single  look  of  autho- 
rity from  the  royal  companion.  lie  never  failed 
to  indulge  h's  sarcastic  humour  and  high  spirits  in 
sallies  directed  with  little  delicacy  or  discrimina- 
tion against  all  around  him ;  and  unless  he  hap- 
pened to  have,  at  the  moment,  svich  answers  as 
might,  without  any  possibility  of  resistance,  crush 
those  whom  his  railleries  had  forced  into  a  repartee, 
he  was  sure  to  supply  the  defect  by  an  appeal  to 
weapons  which  he  alone  of  the  circle  could  use. 
It  is  not  describing  his  behaviour  correctly,  to  say 
that  in  the  hours  of  relaxation  he  was  fond  of  for- 
getting the  monarch,  provided  his  company  never 
forgot  him.  This  would  at  least  have  been  one 
general  rule,  one  principle  of  behaviour  to  which 
all  might  conform  as  soon  as  it  was  made  known. 
But  Frederic  laid  down  and  took  up  his  sceptre  at 
moments  which  his  guests  could  never  divine  ;  and. 
far  from  insisting  that  they  sliould  always  have  it 
in  their  eyes,  it  would  often  have  been  a  ground 
for  his  using  it  to  stop  the  colloquy,  if  lie  had  per- 
ceived them  persevere  in  addressing  the  sovereign, 
when  he  was  determined  they  should  talk  to  a 
comrade.     The  only  rule  then  of  his  society,  was 
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entire  submission  to  his  caprices ;  not  merely  a 
passive  obedience,  but  a  compliance  with  every 
whim  and  turn  of  his  mind  ;  sometimes  requiring 
to  be  met  with  exertions,  sometimes  to  be  received 
in  quiet.  That  we  may  form  some  idea  of  the 
nature  and  extent  of  tliis  meanness,  so  poor  in  one 
who  called  himself  a  Royal  Philosopher,  it  is 
proper  to  remark,  that  all  those  wits  or  other  de- 
pendants \vith  whom  he  passed  his  time,  were  en- 
tirely su]iported  by  his  pensions  ;  and  that,  beside 
the  dangers  of  a  fortress,  any  resistance  was  sure 
to  cost  them  and  their  families  their  tlaily  bread. 

His  ordinary  mode  of  enjoying  society  was,  to 
send  for  a  few  of  the  philosophers  who  were  always 
in  readiness,  either  when  he  dined,  or  had  an  hour's 
leisure  from  business,  which  he  wished  to  beguile 
by  the  recreations  of  talking  and  receiving  worship. 
On  one  of  these  occasions,  the  savans  in  waiting- 
were  Quintus  Iciiius*  and  Thiebault ;  and  it  hap- 
pened that  the  king,  after  giving  his  opinion  at 
great  length,  and  with  his  usual  freedom,  upon  the 
arrangement  of  Providence,  which  conceals  from 
mortals  the  period  of  their  lives,  called  upon  them 
to  urge  whatever  could  be  stated  in  its  defence. 

*  This  was  a  Leyden  professor,  originally  named  Gui- 
chard,  who,  being  fond  of  military  science,  had  been  trans- 
formed into  a  colonel  of  chasseurs  by  the  king;  and  then, 
from  his  admiration  of  Julius  Cajsar's  aide-de-camp,  had 
been  ordered  to  assume  the  name  of  Quintus  Iciiius. 

VOL.  II.  I 
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Quintus,  unwarily  supposing  that  he  really  wished 
to  hear  the  question  discussed,  gave  a  reason,  which 
appears  completely  satisfactory.  The  philosopher 
of  Sans-Souci,  however,  only  desired  his  guests  to 
take  the  opposite  side  of  the  argument,  in  the 
conviction  that  they  were  not  to  invalidate  his  own 
reasoning.  And  when  Quintus  fairly  destroyed 
the  force  of  it,  by  suggesting,  that  the  certain 
knowledge  of  our  latter  end  would  infallibly  dimi- 
nish the  ardour  of  our  exertions  for  a  considerable 
period  beforehand,  the  king  thought  proper  to 
break  out  into  a  violent  personal  invective.  "  Ici," 
(says  Thiebault,  who  witnessed  the  extremely  cu- 
rious but  by  no  means  singular  scene,)  "  la  foudre 
partit  aussi  subite  qu'imprevue."  '  Cette  fafjon 
dejuger'  lui  dit  le  Roi,  '  est  bonne  pour  vous,  dme 
de  boice  et  de  fange  I  Mais  apprenez,  si  toutefois 
xouslepouvez,  que  ceux  qui  ont  Vdme  noble,  eleve'e, 
et  sensible  mix  charmes  de  la  verfu,  ne  raisonne?it 
point  sur  des  maximes  aussi  miserables  et  aussi 
honteuses  I  App7-enez,  Monsieur,  que  Vho?mete 
hommefait  toujours  le  bien  tant  quHl  petit  le  faire, 
et  uniquement  parce  que  cest  le  bien,  sans  recher- 
cher  quels  sont  ceux  qui  en  profiteront ;  mais  vous 
ne  sentez  point  ces  choses ;  vous  netes  point  fait 
pour  les  se?itir.' — Vol.  i.  p.  84. 

At  one  of  his  literary  entertainments,  when,  in 
order  to  promote  free  conversation,  he  reminded 
the  circle  that  there  was  no  monarch  present,  and 
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tliat  every  one  miglit  think  aloud,  the  conversation 
clianced  to  turn  upon  the  faults  of  different  govern- 
ments and  rulers.  General  censures  were  passing 
from  mouth  to  mouth,  witii  the  kind  of  freedom 
which  sucii  liints  were  calculated,  and  apparently 
intended  to  inspire.  But  Frederic  suddenly  put  a 
stop  to  the  topic  by  these  words — "  Paix  I  paix  ! 
Messieurs ;  prenez  garde,  voild  le  roi  qui  arrive  ; 
il  ne  faut  pas  qiCil  vous  cntende,  car  peut-etre  se 
vroiroit-il  oblige  d'etre  encore  plies  mechant  que 
rous"—\'o\.  V.  p.  329. 

Tliese  sketches  may  serve  to  illustrate  the  con- 
duct of  Frederic  in  society,  and  to  show  how  far  he 
could  forget  his  power  in  his  familiar  intercourse 
M'ith  inferiors.  As  yet,  we  have  seen  only  caprice, 
and  that  meanness,  or,  to  call  it  by  the  right  name, 
cowardice,  Avhich  consists  in  trampling  upon  the 
fallen,  and  fighting  with  those  who  are  bound. 
His  treatment  of  persons  employed  in  his  service, 
and  his  manner  of  transacting  business  with  them, 
presents  us  with  equal  proofs  of  a  tyrannical  dis- 
position, and  examples  of  injustice  and  cruelty, 
altogether  unparalleled  in  the  history  of  civilized 
monarchies.  It  is  well  known,  that  a  large  pro- 
portion of  the  Prussian  army  owes  its  origin  to  a 
system  of  crimping,  which  the  recruiting  officers 
carry  on  in  foreign  states,  and  chiefly  in  the  distant 
parts  of  the  Empire.  As  Frederic  II.  did  not 
introduce  this  odious  practice,  he  might,  perhaps, 

1  2 
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be  allowed  to  escape  severe  censure  for  not  abo- 
lishing it  generally ;  but  there  can  be  only  one 
opinion  upon  his  conduct  in  those  particular  cases 
which  came  to  his  knowledge,  and  where  his  atten- 
tion was  specifically  called  to  the  grievous  injuries 
sustained  by  individuals.  Of  the  many  anecdotes 
which  have  been  preserved,  relative  to  this  point, 
one  sample  may  suffice.  A  French  captain  of 
cavalry,  returning  to  his  native  country,  after  a 
long  absence  in  the  West  Indies,  was  seized,  in  his 
journey  along  the  Rhine,  by  some  Prussian  recruit- 
ing officers  ;  his  servant  was  spirited  away,  and  he 
was  himself  sent  to  the  army  as  a  private  soldier, 
in  which  capacity  he  was  forced  to  serve  during 
the  rest  of  the  Seven-years'  war,  against  the  cause, 
be  it  remarked,  of  his  own  country.  In  vain  he 
addressed  letter  after  letter  to  his  friends,  acquaint- 
ing them  with  his  cruel  situation  :  the  Prussian 
post-office  was  too  well  regulated  to  let  any  of 
these  pass.  His  constant  memorials  to  the  King 
were  received,  indeed,  but  not  answered.  After 
the  peace  was  concluded,  he  was  marched  with  his 
regiment  into  garrison  ;  and,  at  the  next  review, 
the  King,  coming  up  to  his  colonel,  inquired  if  a 

person  named  M was  still  in  the  corps.    Upon 

his  being  produced,  the  King  offered  him  a  com- 
mission ;  he  declined  it,  and  received  his  discharge. 
It  was  thus  that  Frederic  obtained,  by  kidnap- 
ping, the  troops  whom  he  used  in  plundering  his 
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neighbours.     TTis  finances  were  frequently  indebted 
to   similar   means  for  tlieir   supply.     Tlie  King's 
favourite  secretary  INI.  Galser,  by  his  orders,  caused 
fifteen  millions    of  ducats   to   be   made  in  a  very 
secret  manner,  Avith  a  third  of  base  metal  in  their 
composition.     Tliis  sum  was   then  intrusted   to  a 
son  of  the  Jew  Ephraim,   so  well   known   in   the 
history  of  Frederic's  coinage,   for  the  purpo.«e  of 
having  it  circulated   in  Poland,  where  it  was  ac- 
cordingly employed  in   buying  up  every  portable 
article  of  value  tliat  could  be  found.     The  Poles, 
liowever,  soon  discovered  that  they  had  been  im- 
posed upon,  and  contrived  to  transfer  the  loss  to 
their   neighbours,    by    purchasing  with    the    new 
ducats   whatever   they    could    procure   in   Russia. 
The  Russians,  in  like  manner,  found  out  the  cheat, 
and  complained  so  loudly  that  the  Empress  inter- 
fered, and  made  inquiries,  which  led  to  a  discovery 
of  the  quarter  whence  the   issue    had  originally 
come.     .She  then  ordered   the   bad  money  to  be 
brought  into   her  treasurv,  and  exchanged  it  for 
good  coin.     She  insisted  upon  Frederic  taking  the 
false  ducats  at  their  nominal  value,  which  he  did 
not  dare  to  refuse,  but  denied  that  he  had  any  con- 
cern in  the  transaction  ;  and  to  prove  this,  sent  for 
his  agent  Galser,   to  whom  he  communicated  the 
dilennna    in  which    he  was,  and  the   necessity  of 
giving   him  up    as    the  author  of  tlie   imposture. 
Galser   objected  to  so  dishonourable   a  proposal. 
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The  King  flew  into  a  passion ;  kicked  him  vio- 
lently on  the  shins,  according  to  his  custom  ;  sent 
him  to  the  fortress  of  Spandau  for  a  year  and  a 
half,  and  then  banished  him  to  a  remote  village 
of  Mecklenburg. 

Frederic  acted  towards  his  officers  upon  a  prin- 
ciple the  most  unjust,  as  well  as  unfeeling,  that 
can  be  imagined.  It  was  his  aim  to  encourage 
military  service  among  the  higher  ranks  :  the  com- 
monalty he  conceived  were  adapted  for  all  the 
meaner  employments  in  tli-e  state,  and  should  not 
occupy  those  stations  in  the  army  which  were,  he 
thought,  the  birthright  of  the  aristocracy.  But 
instead  of  carrying  this  view  into  effect  by  the 
only  arrangement  which  was  reconcileable  with 
good  faith— establishing  a  certain  standard  of  rank 
below  which  no  one  should  be  admitted  to  hold  a 
commission  either  in  peace  or  in  war — he  allowed 
persons  of  all  descriptions  to  enter  the  army  as 
officers,  when  there  was  any  occasion  for  their  ser- 
vices, and  after  the  necessity  had  ceased,  dismissed 
those  whose  nobility  appeared  questionable.  Thus 
notliing  could  be  more  terrible  to  the  brave  men, 
who  for  years  had  led  his  troops  to  victory,  or 
shared  in  their  distresses,  than  the  return  of  peace. 
After  sacrificing  their  prospects  in  life,  their  best 
years,  their  health,  with  their  ease,  to  the  most 
painful  service,  and  sought,  through  toils  and 
wounds,  and  misery,  the  provision  which  a  certain 
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rank  in  the  profession  aft'ords,  they  were  liable,  at 
a  moment's  warning,  to  be  tiirnetl  ignominiously 
out  of  the  army,  whose  fortunes  they  hud  followed, 
because  tlie  king  either  discovered,  or  fancied, 
tliat  their  family  was  deficient  in  rank. 

We  sliall  pass  over  the  extreme  jealousy  witli 
which  Frederic  treated  all  those  to  wliom  he  was 
under  the  necessity  of  confiding  any  matters  of 
state.  Nothing,  in  the  liistory  of  Eastern  man- 
ners, exceeds  the  rigorous  confinement  of  the  cabi- 
net secretaries.  But  we  sliall  proceed  to  an  ex- 
ample of  the  respect  which  the  Justinian  of  the 
Isortli,  the  author  of  the  Frederician  code,  pairl  to 
the  persons  of  those  intrusted  with  the  adminis- 
tration of  justice  in  his  dominions.  Tliis  great 
lawgiver  seems  never  to  have  discovered  the  pro- 
priety of  leaving  his  judges  to  investigate  the 
claims  of  suitors,  any  more  tlian  he  could  see  the 
advantage  of  committing  to  tradesmen  and  farmers 
the  management  of  their  private  affairs.  In  the 
progress  which  he  made  round  his  states  at  the 
season  of  the  reviews,  he  used  to  receive  from  all 
quarters  the  complaints  of  those  wlio  thought  tliem- 
selves  aggiueved  by  the  course  of  justice ;  and  be- 
cause he  had  to  consider  the  whole  of  the  cases 
in  addition  to  all  the  otlier  branches  of  his  enii)loy- 
ment,  he  concluded  that  he  must  be  a  more  com- 
petent arbiter  than  they  whose  lives  are  devoted  to 
the  settlement  of  one  part  of  such  disputes.     In 
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one  of  his  excursions,  a  miller,  a  tenant  of  his  own, 
complained  to  him  that  his  stream  was  injured  by 
a  neighbouring  proprietor ;  and  the  king  ordered 
his  chancellor  to  have  the  complaint  investigated. 
The  suit  was  brought  in  form,  and  judgment 
given  against  the  miller.  Next  year  he  renewed 
his  application,  and  affirmed  that  his  narrative  of 
the  facts  was  perfectly  true ;  yet  the  court  had 
nonsuited  him.  The  king  remitted  the  cause  to 
the  second  tribunal,  with  injunctions  to  be  careful 
in  doing  the  man  justice :  he  was,  however,  again 
cast ;  and  once  more  complained  bitterly  to  the 
king,  who  secretly  sent  a  major  of  his  army  to 
examine  on  the  spot  the  question  upon  which  his 
two  highest  judicatures  had  decided,  and  to  report. 
The  gallant  officer,  who  was  also  a  neighbour  of 
the  miller,  reported  in  his  favour ;  and  two  other 
persons,  commissioned  in  the  same  private  manner, 
returned  with  similar  answers.  Frederic  imme- 
diately summoned  his  chancellor  and  the  three 
judges  who  had  determined  the  cause  :  he  received 
them  in  a  passion  ;  would  not  allow  them  to  speak 
a  word  in  their  defence  ;  upbraided  them  as  unjust 
judges,  nay,  as  miscreants  ;  and  wrote  out  with  his 
own  hand  a  sentence  in  favour  of  the  miller,  with 
full  costs,  and  a  sum  as  damages  which  he  had 
never  claimed.  He  then  dismissed  the  chancellor 
from  his  office,  with  language  too  abusive  to  be 
repeated ;  and,   after  violently  kicking  the   three 


FUEDEEIC  ir.  181 

judges  on  the  shins,  pushed  them  out  of  his  closet, 
and  sent  tliera  to  prison  at  the  fortress  of  Spandau. 
All  the  other  judges  and  ministers  of  justice  were 
clearly  of  opinion,    tliat    the    sentence   originally 
given  against  the  miller  was  a  right  one,  and  tliat 
the  case  admitted  of  no  doubt.     As  for  the  chan- 
cellor, it  was  universally  allowed   that  the  matter 
came  not  within  his  jurisdiction  ;  and  that  he  could 
not  possibly  have  known  anything  of  the  decision. 
At  last  a  foreign  journalist  undertook  the  inves- 
tigation of  the  business ;  and  being  placed  beyond 
tlie  limits  of  the   royal  philosoplier's   caprice,  he 
publislied    a  statement  which  left    no  shadow    of 
argument  in    the  miller's    favour.       As    Frederic 
attended  to  what  Mas  written  abroad,  and  in  Frencli, 
Linguet's    production    quickly    opened    his    eyes. 
Kot  a  word  was  said  in  public  ;  none  of  tliose  mea- 
sures were  adopted,  by  which  a  great  mind  would 
liave  rejoiced  to  acknowledge  such  errors,  and  offer 
some  atonement  to  outraged  justice.     An  irritable 
vanity  alone  seemed  poorly  to  regulate  the   cere- 
mony of  propitiation  ;  and  he  who  liad  been  mean 
enougli  to  insult  the  persons  of  his  judges  in  tlie 
blindness   of  anger,    could   scarcely  be   expected, 
after  his  eyes  were  opened,    to  show  that  pride 
which  makes  men  cease  to  deserve  blame,  by  avow- 
ing, wliile  they  atone  for,  their  faults.   Orders  were 
secretly  given    to   the  miller's  adversary,  that  he 
should  not  obey  the   sentence.     "With    the    same 
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secresy,  a  compensation  was  made  to  the  millei" 
himself.  The  three  judges,  after  lingering'  many 
months  in  prison,  were  quietly  liberated  :  the  chan- 
cellor was  allowed  to  remain  in  disgrace,  because 
he  had  been  most  of  all  injured  ;  and  the  faithful 
subjects  of  his  majesty  knew  too  well  their  duty 
and  his  power,  to  interrupt  this  paltry  silence  by 
any  whispers  I'pon  what  had  passed. 

If  this  system  of  interference,  this  intermeddling' 
and  controlling-  spirit,  thus  appeared,  even  in  the 
judicial  department,  much  more  might  it  be  looked 
for  in  the  other  branches  of  his  administration.  It 
■was,  in  truth,  the  vice  of  his  whole  reign ;  not 
even  suspended  in  its  exercise  during  war,  but 
raging  with  redoubled  violence,  when  the  compa- 
rative idleness  of  peace  left  his  morbid  activity  to 
prey  upon  itself.  If  any  one  is  desirous  of  seeing 
how  certainly  a  government  is  unsuccessful  in 
trade  and  manufactures,  he  may  consult  the  sketches 
of  this  boasted  statesman's  speculations  in  that  line, 
as  profitably  as  the  accounts  which  have  been  pub- 
lished of  the  royal  works  and  fabrics  in  Spain. 
But  there  are  particulars  in  the  policy  of  Frederic, 
exceeding,  for  absurdity  and  violence,  whatever  is 
to  be  met  with  in  the  descriptions  of  Spanish  poli- 
tical economy.  "We  have  only  room  for  running 
over  a  few  detached  examples. — When  a  cliina 
manufactory  was  to  be  set  a-going  at  Berlin  on 
the  royal  account,   it  was   thouglit   necessary  to 
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begin  by  forcing  a  market  for  the  wares.  Accord- 
ingly, the  Jews,  who  cainiot  marry  without  the 
royal  permission,  were  obliged  to  pay  for  their 
licences  by  purchasing  a  certain  quantity  of  the 
king's  cups  and  saucers  at  a  fixtnl  price. — The  in- 
troduction of  the  silk  culture  was  a  favourite 
scheme  with  Frederic ;  and  to  make  silk-worms 
si)in  and  mulberry-trees  grow  in  the  Prussian  sands, 
no  expense  must  be  spared.  Vast  houses  and  ma- 
nufactories were  built  for  such  as  chose  to  engage 
in  the  speculation  ;  a  direct  premium  was  granted 
on  the  exportation  of  silk  stutis  ;  and  medals  were 
awarded  to  the  workmen  who  produced  above  five 
pounds  of  the  article  in  a  year.  But  nature  is  very 
powerful,  even  among  Prussian  grenadiers.  In 
the  lists  of  exports  we  find  no  mention  made  of 
silk,  while  it  forms  a  considerable  and  a  regular 
branch  of  the  goods  imported. — The  settlement  of 
colonists  in  wa;5te  lands  was  another  object  of  emi- 
nent attention  and  proportionate  expense.  Foreign 
families  were  enticed  and  transported  by  the  crimps 
whom  he  employed  all  over  Europe  for  recruiting 
his  forces ;  they  received  grants  of  land  ;  were  pro- 
vided with  houses,  implements,  and  live-stock,  and 
furnished  with  subsistence,  until  their  farms  be- 
came sutHciently  productive  to  support  tlieni.  Fre- 
deric called  this  supplying  the  blanks  which  war 
made  in  his  population. — His  rage  for  encouraging 
the   introduction    of  new  speculations  was   quite 
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ungovernable.     No  sooner  did   his  emissaries  in- 
form him  of  any  ingenious  manufacturer  or  me- 
chanic, in  France  or  elsewhere,    than    he  bribed 
him  to  settle  in  Berlin,  by  the  most  extravagant 
terms.     When  he  found  the  success  of  the  project 
too  slow,  or  its  gains,  from  the  necessity  of  circum- 
stances, fell  short  of  expectation,  he  had  only  one 
way  of  getting  out  of  the  scrape ;  he  broke  his 
bargain  with  the  undertaker,  and  generally  sent 
him  to  a  fortress  ;  in  the  course  of  which  transac- 
tion, it  always  happened  that  somebody  interfered, 
under  the  character  of  a  minister,  a  favourite,  &c., 
to  pillage  both  parties.     Experience  never  seemed 
to  correct  this  propensity.     It  was  at  an  advanced 
period  of  his  reign  that  he  sent  orders  to  liis  am- 
bassadors to  find  him  a  general  projector — a  man 
who  might  be  employed  wholly  in  fancying  new 
schemes,   and   discussing    those  which    should   be 
submitted  to  him.     Such  a  one  was  accordingly 
procured,  and  tempted,  by  large  bribes,  to  settle 
at  Potsdam. 

Frederic's  grand  instrument  in  political  economy 
was  the  establishment  of  monopolies.  Whether  an 
art  was  to  be  encouraged,  or  a  public  taste  modi- 
fied, or  a  revenue  gleaned,  or  the  balance  of  trade 
adjusted,  a  monopoly  was  the  expedient.  Thus 
the  exclusive  privilege  was  granted  to  one  family, 
of  supplying  Berlin  and  Potsdam  with  firewood  ; 
the  price  was  instantly  doubled ;  and  the  king  re- 
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ceived  no  more  than  eight  thousand  a-year  of  tlie 
profits.  Well  did  the  celebrated  Ilelvetius  remark 
of  some  applications  for  such  contracts,  upon  m  hich 
the  king  demanded  his  sentiments,  '•  Sire,  you  nee<l 
not  trouble  yourself  with  reading  them  through ; 
they  all  speak  the  same  language — '  IFe  beseech 
your  Majesty  to  grant  us  leave  to  rob  your  people 
of  such  a  sum  ;  in  consideration  oftvhich,  we  en- 
gage to  pay  you  a  certain  share  of  the  pillage.^  " 
Frederic  was  led  to  conceive  that  his  subjects  drank 
too  much  coffee  in  proportion  to  their  means,  and 
ate  too  little  nourishing  food.  The  universal  re- 
medy was  applied  ;  and  the  supply  of  all  the  coffee 
useil  within  his  dominions  given  exclusively  to  a 
company.  The  price  was  thus,  as  he  had  wished, 
greatly  raised,  and  some  of  the  spoil  shared  with 
his  treasury ;  but  the  taste  of  the  people  remained 
as  determined  in  favour  of  coffee  as  before,  and  of 
course  was  much  more  detrimental  to  their  living. 
Tobacco,  in  like  manner,  he  subjected  to  a  strict 
monopoly ;  and  when  he  wished  to  have  arms  fur- 
nished very  cheap  to  his  troops,  he  had  again  re- 
course to  his  usual  expedient :  he  conferred  upon 
the  house  of  Daum  and  Splikberg,  armourers,  the 
exclusive  privilege  of  refining  sugar,  on  condition 
that  they  should  sell  him  muskets  and  caps  at  a 
very  low  price.  In  all  his  fiscal  policy,  he  was  an 
anxious  observer  of  the  balance  of  trade,  and  never 
failed  to  cast  a  pensive  eye  upon  the  tables  of  ex- 
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ports  and  imports.  "  Every  year,"  says  one  of  his 
panegyrists,  "did  lie  calculate  with  extreme  atten- 
tion the  sums  which  came  into  his  states,  and  those 
which  went  out ;  and  he  saw,  with  uneasiness,  that 
the  balance  was  not  so  favourable  as  it  ought  to 
be."*  After  all  his  monopolies  and  premiums  for 
the  encouragement  of  production,  he  found,  it 
seems,  that  the  exports  of  his  kingdom  could  not 
be  augmented.  "  Therefore,"  adds  this  author, 
"  he  had  only  one  resource  left — to  diminish  the 
Importation  ;"  which  he  accordingly  attempted,  by 
new^  monopolies  and  pi'ohibitions. 

It  remains,  before  completing  our  estimate  of 
Frederic's  character,  that  we  should  recollect  his 
public  conduct  in  the  commonwealth  of  Europe, 
w  here  he  was  born  to  hold  so  conspicuous  a  station. 
And  here,  while  we  wonder  at  the  abilities  w hich 
led  him  to  success,  it  is  impossible  not  to  admit 
that  they  belonged  to  that  inferior  order  which 
can  brook  an  alliance  with  profligacy  and  entire 
want  of  principle.  The  history  of  the  Prussian 
monarchy,  indeed,  is  tliat  of  an  empire  scraped 
together  by  industry,  and  fraud,  and  violence,  from 
neighbouring  states.  By  barter,  and  conquest,  and 
imposture,  its  manifold  districts  have  been  gra- 
dually brought  under  one  dynasty  ;  not  a  patch  of 
the  motley  mass  but  recalls  the  venality  or  weak- 
ness of  the  surrounding  powers,  and  the  unprin- 
*  Thiebault,  iv.  127. 
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cipltMl  usurpations  of  the  house  of  Brandenburg. 
But  it  was  Frederic  II.  whose  strides,  far  surpass- 
ing those  of  his  ancestors,  raised  liis  family  to  the 
rank  of  a  primary  power ;  enabled  him  to  batiie 
tiie  coalition  whicli  his  ambition  had  raised  against 
him  ;  and  gave  the  means  of  forming,  himself,  a 
new  conspiracy  for  the  destruction  of  whatever 
principles  had  been  held  most  sacred  by  the  poten- 
tates of  modern  times.  It  is  in  vain  that  we  dis- 
semble with  ourselves,  and  endeavour  to  forget  our 
own  conduct  at  that  fatal  crisis.  We  may  rail  at 
Jacobinism,  and  the  French  Revolution — impute 
to  the  timidity  of  the  otiier  powers  the  insolent 
dominion  of  Kepublican  France — and  exhaust  our 
eHeminatc  licence  of  tongue  upon  the  chief,  who, 
by  wielding  her  destinies,  made  himself  master  of 
half  the  world.  Europe  suffered  by,  and  is  still 
suffering  for  the  partition  of  Poland.  Then  it 
Aviu^,  that  public  principles  were  torn  up  and  scat- 
tered before  the  usurpers  of  the  day  ; — then  it  Mas, 
that  iMigland  and  France  poorly  refused  to  suspend 
their  mutual  animosities,  and  associate  in  support 
of  right,  when  other  states,  forgetting  greater  jea- 
lousies, were  combined  to  violate  tlie  law; — then 
it  was,  that  power  became  the  measure  of  duty — 
that  ambition  learnt  all  the  lessons  wliich  it  has 
since  been  practising  o^  arrondisscmcnfs,  and  equi- 
valents, and  indemnities— that  an  assurance  of  im- 
punity and  success  was  held  out  to  those  who  might 
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afterwards  abandon  all  principle,  provided  they 
were  content  with  a  share  of  the  plunder,  and  that 
the  lesson  was  learnt  which  the  settlers  of  Europe 
practised  in  1814  and  1815,  the  lesson  which  they 
again  practised  in  1839,  of  transferring  from  the 
\veak  to  the  strong  whatever  portion  of  territory 
it  may  please  them  to  take,  without  consulting 
the  wishes  of  the  inhabitants  more  than  the  cattle 
that  drag  the  plough  through  their  fields.  "While 
we  look  back  with  detestation,  then,  on  tlie  con- 
duct of  those  powers  who  perpetrated  the  crime, 
and  most  of  all  on  Frederic  who  contrived  it,  let 
us  also  reflect,  wdth  shame,  on  the  pusillanimity  of 
those  who  saw,  yet  helped  not ;  and,  in  justice  to 
the  memory  of  a  truly  great  man,  let  us  bear  in 
mind,  that  he  who  afterwards  warned  us  against 
the  usurpations  of  France  at  their  nearer  approach, 
raised  his  voice  against  the  dereliction  of  principle 
which  paved  the  way  for  them  in  the  Partition  of 
Poland.* 

The  details  into  which  we  have  entered,  as  de- 
scriptive of  Frederic's  character,  may  seem  to  be 
out  of  keeping  in  a  sketch  like  this.  But  the  uni- 
versal belief  of  his  greatness,  and  the  disposition  to 
exalt  his  merits  because  of  the  success  which  fol- 
lowed his  ambition,  render  it  necessary  to  reduce 
those  merits  to  tlieir  true  dimensions,  which  no 
general  description  could  effect. 
*  Mr.  Burke. 
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Upon  the  whole,  all  well-regulated  minds  will 
turn  from  a  minute  view  of  this  famous  personage, 
impressed  with  no   veneration  for    his    character, 
either  as  a  member  of  society,  a  ruler  of  the  people, 
or  a  part  of  the   European  community.     That  he 
possessed  the  talents  of  an   accomplished   warrior 
and  an  elegant  wit,  it  would  be  absurd  to  deny, 
and  superfluous  to  demonstrate.     lie  has  left  us, 
in  his  victories,  and  his  writings,  the  best  proofs  ; 
and  all  that  is  preserved  of  his  conversation  leads 
to  a  belief  that  it  surpassed  his  more  careful  efforts, 
lie   ranked   unquestionably    in   the    first    class  of 
warriors;   nor  is  it  doubtful  that  the  system  by 
which,  when  carried  to  its  full  extent,  IS^apoleon's 
victories  were  gained,  had  its  origin  in  the  strategy 
of  Frederic, — the  plan,  namely,  of  rapidly  moving 
vast  masses  of  troops,  and  always  bringing  a  supe- 
rior force  to  bear  upon  the  point  of  attack.     His 
administration,  whether  military  or  civil,  was  sin- 
gularly marked  by  promptitude  and  energy.    Wiier- 
ever  active  exertion  was  required,  or  could  secure 
success,  he  was  likely  to  prevail ;  and  as  he  was  in 
all  things  a  master  of  those  inferior  abilities  which 
constitute  what  we  denominate  address,  it  is  not 
wonderful  that  he  was  uniformly  fortunate  in  the 
cabinets  of  his  neighbours.     The  encouragements 
which   he  lavished  on   learned  men  were  useful, 
though  not  always  skilfully  bestowed  ;  and  in  this, 
as  in  all  the  departments  of  his  government,  we 
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see  him  constantly  working  mischief  by  working 
too  much.  His  Academy  was  no  less  under  com- 
mand than  the  best  disciplined  regiment  in  his 
service;  and  did  not  refuse  to  acknowledge  his 
authority  upon  matters  of  scientific  opinion  or  of 
taste  in  the  arts.  His  own  literary  acquirements 
were  limited  to  the  belles  lettres,  and  moral  sciences ; 
even  of  these  he  was  far  from  being  completely 
master.  His  practice,  as  an  administrator,  is  in- 
consistent with  an  extensive  or  sound  political 
knowledge  ;  and  his  acquaintance  with  the  classics 
was  derived  from  French  translations  ;  he  knew 
very  little  Latin,  and  no  Greek.  To  his  sprightli- 
ness  in  society,  and  his  love  of  literary  company, 
so  rare  in  princes,  he  owes  the  reputation  of  a  phi- 
losopher ;  and  to  the  success  of  his  intrigues  and 
his  arms,  the  appellation  of  Great : — a  title  which 
is  the  less  honourable,  that  mankind  have  generally 
agreed  to  bestow  it  upon  tliose  to  whom  their  gra- 
titude was  least  of  all  due. 
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The  nephew  of  Frederic  II.  was  Gustaviis  III.  of 
Sweden,  and  he  is  certainly  entitled  to  rank  among 
the  more  distinjjnislied  men  of  his  age.  It  Mas  the 
fjaying  of  Frederic,  '•  My  nephew  is  an  extraordi- 
nary person  ;  lie  succeeds  in  all  he  undertakes ;" 
and  considering  the  difficulties  of  his  position,  the 
adverse  circumstances  in  which  some  of  his  enter- 
prises were  attempted,  his  success  amply  justified 
the  panegyric  at  the  time  it  was  pronounced,  and 
before  the  military  disasters  of  his  reign. 

lie  was  born  with  great  ambition  to  distinguish 
both  his  country  among  the  nations  of  Europe  and 
himself  among  her  sovereigns.  Inflamed  with  the 
recollection  of  former  Swedish  monarchs,  and  im- 
patient of  the  low  position  to  which  the  ancient 
renown  of  his  country  had  fallen  tlirough  a  suc- 
cession of  feeble  princes,  he  formed  the  project  of 
relieving  the  crown  from  the  trammels  imposed 
upon  it  by  an  overwhelming  aristocracy,  as  the 
only  means  by  which  the  old  glories  of  Sweden 
could  be  revived,  and  the  influence  of  the  Gus- 
tavuses  and  the  Charleses  restored.     The  king  of 
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the  country,  indeed,  when  lie  ascended  the  throne 
was  its  sovereign  only  in  name.  He  had  all  the 
responsibility  of  the  goveriniient  cast  upon  him ; 
he  had  all  its  weight  resting  upon  his  shoulders ; 
he  had  all  the  odium  of  executing  the  laws  to  sup- 
press sedition,  to  levy  taxes,  to  punish  offenders. 
But  neither  in  making  those  laws  nor  in  guiding 
the  policy  of  the  state,  nor  in  administering  its 
resources,  had  he  any  perceptible  influence  what- 
ever. The  crown  was  a  mere  pageant  of  state, 
wholly  destitute  of  power,  and  only  supposed  to 
exist  because  the  multitude,  accustomed  to  be  go- 
verned by  kings,  required  acts  of  authority  to  be 
promulged  in  the  royal  name,  and  because  it  was 
convenient  to  have  some  quarter  upon  which  tlie 
blame  of  all  that  was  unpopular  in  the  conduct  of 
the  government  might  rest.  The  real  power  of 
the  state  was  certainly  in  the  hands  of  the  Aristo- 
cracy, who  ruled  through  the  medium  of  the  States, 
an  assembly  of  nominal  representatives  of  the  coun- 
try in  which  the  order  of  the  nobles  alone  bore 
sway.  The  Senate  in  fact  governed  the  country. 
In  them  was  vested  almost  all  the  patronage  of  the 
state ;  they  could  compel  meetings  of  the  Diet  at 
any  time ;  they  even  claimed  the  command  of  the 
army,  and  issued  their  orders  to  the  troops  without 
the  king's  consent. 

When  Gustavus  was  abroad  on  his  travels,  being 
then  about  22  years  of  age,  his  father  died,  and 
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from  Paris,  where  tlie  intelligence  reached  iiini,  he 
addressed  a  Declaration  filled  with  the  most  extni- 
vagant  expressions  of  devotion  to  the  constitution, 
zeal  for  tlie  liberties  of  liis  people,  and  abhorrence 
of  everj-thing  tending  towards  absolute  government, 
or  what  in  Sweden  is  termed  "  Sovereignty ;"  for 
the  Swedes,  like  the  lionians,  regarded  monarchy, 
except  in  name,  as  equivalent  to  tyraimy.  lie 
vowed  that  "  deeming  it  his  chiefest  glory  to  be 
the  first  citizen  of  a  free  state"  he  sliould  regard 
all  those  "  as  his  worst  enemies  who,  being  traitor- 
ous to  the  countr}',  should  upon  any  pretext  what- 
ever seek  to  introduce  unlimited  royal  autliority 
into  Sweden,"  and  he  reminded  the  States  of  the 
oath  Avhich  he  had  solemnly  sworn  to  the  constitu- 
tion. Those  who  read  this  piece  were  struck  ^itli 
the  overdone  expressions  in  wliich  it  was  couched ; 
and  profound  observers  did  not  hesitate  to  draw 
conclusions  wholly  unfavourable  to  the  sincerity 
of  the  roj^al  author.  On  his  arrival  in  Sweden, 
whither  lie  was  in  little  haste  to  return,  lie  renewed 
the  same  vows  of  fealty  to  the  existing  constitution  ; 
signed  the  articles  of  the  Capitulation  tendered  by 
the  States  in  the  usual  form,  articles  which  left 
him  the  name  of  king  and  the  shadow  of  royal 
authority ;  absolved  the  States  and  his  subjects 
from  their  allegiance  should  he  depart  from  his 
engagements,  and  menaced  with  his  '"  utmost  wrath 
all  who  should  dare  to  propose  a  single  degree  of 
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addition  to  the  present  power  or  splendour  of  the 
crown."  At  his  Coronation,  which  was  postponed 
to  the  next  year,  he  volunteered  an  additional  dis- 
play of  gratuitous  hypocrisy  and  fraud,  when,  hav- 
ing  taken  the  oaths  to  the  constitution,  he  ex- 
claimed  "  Unhappy  the  king  who  wants  the  tie  of 
oaths  to  secure  himself  on  the  throne,  and,  urjable 
to  reign  in  the  hearts  of  his  people,  is  forced  to 
rule  by  legal  constraint !" 

Thus  did  this  accomplished  dissembler  contrive, 
for  above  a  year  and  a  half,  to  keep  up  the  appear- 
ance of  a  constitutional  king,  while  in  all  his  works 
and  actions  he  affected   the  republican,  and  even 
overdid  the  part.    At  length  his  preparations  being 
completed,  he  cast  the  mask  away,  excited  an  in- 
surrection of  troops  in    two  distant  fortresses  to 
distract  the  senate's  attention,  and  having  gained 
over  the  regiments  in  the  capital,  secured  the  per- 
sons of  the  senators,  assembled  the  other  Estates  in 
a  hall  surrounded  with  soldiery,  and  against  which 
guns  were  planted  and  men  stationed  with  lighted 
matches,   while   he   dictated   a   new  constitution, 
vesting  absolute  power  in  the  crown,  and  annihi- 
lating  the  influence  of  both  the  nobility  and  the 
representatives  of  the  people.     This  outrageous  act 
of  combined  treachery  and  violence  he  concluded 
as  he  had  begun  ^vith  the  mockery  of  oaths,  and 
the  most  extravagant  cant  of  piety.     He  swore  to 
tJie  new  constitution ;  he  invoked  the  Divine  bless- 
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ings  on  it  in  an  hypocritical  prayer ;  ami  he  ended 
by  ordering  all  present  to  sing  a  psalm,  of  which 
he  gave  out  the  first  line  and  led  thu  air.  Cer- 
tainly so  gross  an  instance  of  sustained  falsehood 
and  fraud,  in  all  its  departments,  was  never  either 
before  or  since  exhibited  \>y  any  even  of  the  royal 
hypocrites  who  have  at  various  times  encroached, 
by  stratagem  and  by  perjury,  upon  the  liberties  of 
mankind. 

It  is  fit  that  the  history  of  this  transaction  should 
be  set  forth  in  its  own   hateful  colours,  because  it 
both  was  at  the  time,  and  has  been  since,  made  the 
subject  of  great   panegyric   among  the  admirers  of 
successful  crime.     Mankind  will  never  be  without 
oppressors  as  long  as  they  act  against  their  own 
best  interests  by  conspiring  against  those  of  virtue, 
and  make  impostors  of  statesmen  and  tyrants  of 
princes  by  transferring  to  success  the  praise  that 
should  be  reserved  for  virtue,  venerating  fortune 
rather  than  prudence,  and  defrauding  the  wise  and 
the  good  of  their  just  applause,  or  suflering  it  to 
be  shared  with  the  profligate  and  the  daring.     A 
premium  is  thus  held  out  for  unscrupulous  violence 
and  unprincipled  fraud,  when  the  failure   of  the 
■worst   and    the   best   designs    is   alone   and    alike 
condemned,  and   the    means   by  which  success   is 
achieved  are  lost  sight  of  in  the  false  lustre  that^ 
surrounds  it. 

But  tried  by  a  far  lower  standard  than  that  of 
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public  virtue,  the  conduct  of  Gustavus  manifestly 
fails.     If  nothing  could  more  betray  a  base  disposi- 
tion than  his  consummate  hypocrisy,  so  nothing 
could  more  show  a  paltry  mind  than  the  practising 
his  fraudulent  pretences  when  they  were  wholly 
unnecessary  for  his  purpose.    He  might  have  plotted 
the  overthrow  of  the  constitution  just  as  safely  and 
with  quite  as  much  chance  of  success  had  he  ac- 
cepted the  constitution  in  the   ordinary  way,  and 
signed  the  usual  Capitulation  as  a  matter  of  course. 
No  one  objected  to  his  title ;  while  his  father  yet 
lived  he  had  been  acknowledged  the  next  heir  ; 
his  succession  was  certain  on   his  father's  death ; 
and  if  any  thing  could  have  directed  suspicion  to 
his  hidden  designs  it  was  the  pains  he  took,  by  his 
extravagant  professions  of  zealous  devotion  to  Li- 
berty,  to  show  that  he  was  plotting  against  her. 
He  had  nothing  to  do  but  to  plan  his  operations  in 
secret,  and  in  secret  to  obtain  the  support  of  the 
four  or  five  regiments  by   which  he   effected  his 
purpose.     All  his  vile  canting,  both  in  the  declara- 
tion from   Paris,  and  in  the  speech  on  swearing 
to  the   constitution,  was   utterly  useless;  it  only 
showed  a  petty  understanding  as  well  as  a  corrupt 
heart. 

Truly  he  was  a  profligate  man  in  every  sense  of 
the  word.  He  delighted  in  cunning  for  cunning's 
sake.  He  preferred  accomplishing  his  ends  by 
trick,  and   the  more  tricky  any  course  was,  the 
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more  dexterous  ho  tliouprlit  Lis   pursuit  of  it,  and 
the  I)t'tter  he  liked  it.      His  ahilities  were  unques- 
tionable, but  they  were  on  a  paltry  scale  ;  his  re- 
solution was  undoubted,  but  he  was  placed  in  cir- 
cumstances which    enableil    iiiin    to  avoid  running 
any  great  risks;  for  nothing  can  be  more  unwieldy 
than  a  Senate  of  sixty  or  seventy  persons  as  direct- 
ing a  military  force ;    and   the  mob   was   for  him 
and  against  them.     That  he  showed  great  coolness 
through  tlie  whole  afRiir  is  not  denied.     He  quietly 
efleeted  the  Revolution  on  the  21st  of  August,  and 
retired  to  a  country  seat  twenty  miles  from  Stock- 
holm, Ekolsund,  afterwards  the  property  of  a  Scotch 
gentleman,  named  Seton,  whom  he  ennobled.    "We 
have  seen    there  a  line  or  two  written   by  him  on 
the  window- shutter,  with  the  above  date,  and  pur- 
porting that,  "  On  this  day  he  had  come  tliere  after 
the  Revolution."     When  the  supreme  power  was 
lodged  in  his  own  hands,  although   he  maintained 
it  without  even  a  struggle,  and    afterwards   still 
further  extended  it  by  a  second  breach  of  the  con- 
stitution (which  in  1772  he  had  as  solemnly  sMorn 
to  maintain,  a-s  he  had  the  one  which  he  then  over- 
tbrew),  yet  there  was  nothing  enlarged  or  success- 
ful in  his  administration  of  public  affairs,  nothing 
in  his  policy  which  showed  an  enlightened  or  well- 
inft)rmed  any  more  than  a  liberal  mind.     Support- 
ing an  East  India  Company,  and   prohibiting  the 
use  of  cotfee  under  severe   penalties  to  encourage 
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their  trade  in  tea,  or  pi-oliibiting  French  brandy  to 
protect  the  distillation  of  a  very  bad  spirit  from 
corn,  were  the  greatest  reach  of  his  genius  for 
economical  improvements ;  while,  by  his  military 
expenditure  and  his  fraudulent  tampering  first  with 
the  coin  and  afterwards  with  the  paper  currenc}^, 
which  he  issued  in  excess,  he  so  reduced  the  stan- 
•dard,  that  soon  after  his  death  it  was  at  a  discount 
■of  nearly  50  percent,  below  par.  The  bank  paper 
kept  its  value ;  but  with  this  he  managed  to  inter- 
fere, and  in  a  manner  so  scandalous  that  the  history 
of  royal  profligacy  presents  no  second  example  of 
any  thing  so  mean  and  base.  An  extensive  forgery 
was  conniiitted  in  Hamburgh  or  Altona  upon  the 
Stockholm  Bank  by  parties  whom  he  employed  and 
then  gave  up.  The  Bank  having  detected  it  in 
time  was  saved  from  ruin,  though  impoverished  ; 
and  the  agents  in  the  infamous  plot  reaped  the 
usual  reward  of  those  who  suffer  themselves  to  be 
made  the  instruments  in  the  villanies  of  princes  ; 
they  were  punished  because  their  principal  was 
beyond  the  reach  of  the  law,  and  they  wandered 
abroad  exiles  for  the  rest  of  their  days. 

In  his  military  capacity  he  showed  talents  of 
'considerable  extent,  tliovigh,  as  in  other  respects, 
not  of  the  first  order.  lie  was  active,  enterprising, 
prodigal  of  his  person  ;  but  so  little  measuring  his 
designs  by  his  means,  that  he  obtained  for  himself 
ihe  reputation  of  being  a  restless  prince  rather  than 
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the  fame  of  a  considerable  wairior ;  and  so  little 
ofnuil  to  fcjnn  gieat  and  happy  and  well-considered 
e(»nd)inati()ns,  that  he  never  went  bevond  dariii": 
and  brilliant  failures.  'Ihe  absolute  influence  of 
IJiissia  uiider  the  Aristocratic  sovernnient  havinor 
I'cen  ])ut  an  end  to  by  the  Revolution,  ever  after 
1772  Catherine  was  plotting  to  regain  her  ascen- 
dant, or  to  obtain  by  force  a  still  more  nn(Iisi)utcd 
sway  over  Swedish  affairs.  To  all  her  intrigues 
(lustavus  was  alive,  and  often  succeeded  in  counter- 
acting them;  to  all  her  insidious  proposals  he  was 
deaf,  seeing  through  (heir  real  object,  as  when  she 
would  have  inveigled  him  into  a  jiartition  of  Den- 
mark, Norway  to  become  Russian,  and  Jutland 
with  the  Islands  Swedish,  he  made  answer,  that 
'•'  She  sliould  not  put  her  arm  round  his  neck  to 
strangle  him."  Indeed  there  can  be  little  doubt 
that  she  only  wisheil  to  draw  liini  into  a  snare  by 
obtaining  his  consent,  that  she  might  betray  him 
to  Doimiark,  and  join  with  her  in  destroying  him. 
AViieii,  tlierefore,  the  terms  on  which  these  two 
profligate  Sovereigns  were  with  each  other  had 
become  as  unfriendly  as  possible,  and  he  found 
Russia  engaged  on  the  side  of  Turkey  in  a  very 
difficult  warfare,  he  seized  the  opportunity  of  at- 
tacking her,  and  sailed  with  a  fleet  u])  the  gulf  of 
Finland,  so  as  to  threaten  Petersburgh  by  his 
approach.  Ilis  first  operations  were  successful, 
though  on  a  small  scale,  and  in  a  degree  far  from 
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decisive.      A  battle  was  then  fought  in  circum- 
stances so  adverse  to  any  such  operation,  that  it 
seemed  as  much  contrary  to  nature  in  a  physical  as 
in   a  moral  view ;    for  the    channel  was  narrow, 
studded  with  islands,  broken  with  rocks  at  every 
step,  and  defying  all  nautical  skill  to  steer  through 
unless  with  favouring  Aveather,   and  without  any 
other  occupation   than   that   of  seamanship.     Yet 
here  did  the  hostile  fleets  engage  for  many  hours, 
with   immense    slaughter   on   both    sides,    and   so 
balanced  a  result,  that  each  claimed  the  victory. 
The  Russians,  however,  being  greatly  superior  in 
numbers,  kept  the  sea  afterwards,  and  the  Swedes 
retreated.     An  opposition  in  the  Senate  interposed 
new  obstacles  to  Gustavus's  projects,  and  he  treated 
this  with  his  wonted  vigour.     Appealing  for  sup- 
port to  the  other  orders,  and  then  surrounding  that 
refractory    and    disaffected    body  with   troops    on 
whose  fidelity  he  could  rely,  he  arrested  five  and 
thirty  of  them,  and  abolished  the  Senate  by  a  sud- 
den chancre  of  his  own   constitution,  and    a  new 
violation  of  his  most  solemn  engagements.      His 
next  campaign  was  thus  freed  from  political  em- 
barrassment,   but    it   was    throughout    disastrous. 
Defeated  by  sea,  on  shore  he  was  still  more  un- 
fortunate ;  his  army,  officers  as  well  as  men,  re- 
fused to  obey  him  ;   and  he  was   reduced  to   the 
deplorable  expedient,  easily  suggested  by  the  rooted 
falseness  of  his  nature,  of  amusing  the  people  with 
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fictitious  accounts  of  liis  proceedings;  but  liis  fic- 
tions were  so  clumsy,  tliat  their  self-contradictions 
betrayed  their  origin,  and  the  honest  Prince  of 
Nassau  was  induced  to  complain  formally  of  such 
a  proceeding,  bluntly  and  ineffectually  reminding 
the  monarch  that  such  gross  and  apparent  false- 
hoods were  wholly  unworthy  a  man  who  was  always 
desirous  of  playing  the  warrior  and  the  hero. 

In  the.se  disastrous  scenes,  from  the  consequences 
of  which  Sweden  did  not  recover  for  many  years, 
and  the  effects  of  which  long  survived  their  author, 
it  is  admitted  on  all  hands  that  'his  abilities  were 
advantageously  shown,  but  above  all,  tliat  his  cou- 
rarre  was  uniformly  displayed  in  an  eminent  degree. 
It  is  doubtful  if  any  capacity  could  have  made  up 
for  the  vast  disparity  of  strength  between  the  two 
parties  who  were  thus  matched  in  such  unequal 
combat ;  but  he  often  succeeded  where  an  ordinary 
man  would  never  have  ventured  ;  and  although  he 
could  not  be  said  to  display  first-rate  talents  for 
war,  he  yet  had  no  reason  to  be  ashamed  of  the 
part  he  played  in  its  operations. 

In  private  life  his  profligacy  was  of  the  grossest 
description  ;  and  m  ith  the  same  preposterous  folly 
which  made  him  prefer  the  most  crooked  paths  in 
order  to  show  his  cunning,  he  thought  tliat  his 
grand  object  of  civilising  his  dominions  could  be 
accomplished  by  patronising  the  introduction  of 
foreign  vices  from  other  climates  among  the  hardy 
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and  sober  children  of  the  North.  He  was,  how- 
ever, a  patron  of  the  fine  arts  ;  greatly  improved 
tlie  architecture  of  his  capital ;  established  an 
opera  on  a  respectable  scale  ;  and  encouraged  some 
excellent  artists,  of  whom  Sergei,  the  sculptor, 
was  the  most  eminent. 

His  personal  accomplishments  were  considerable ; 
his  information  was  much  above  that  of  ordinary- 
princes  ;  and  though  he  never  attempted  so  much 
as  his  uncle  of  Prussia,  nor  possessed  equally  the 
superficial  kind  of  learning  which  that  prince 
prided  himself  upon,  he  certainly  wrote  a  great 
deal  better,  or  rather  less  badly,  and  probably  was 
not  really  his  inferior  in  a  literary  point  of  view. 
His  manners  and  address  were  extremely  engaging, 
and  he  was  greatly  above  the  folly  of  standing  oa 
the  dignity  of  his  station,  as  his  liberal,  literary 
uncle,  Frederic,  always  did ;  who,  willing  enough 
to  pass  for  a  wit  among  kings,  was  always  ready 
enough  to  be  a  king  among  wits,  so  that  when 
the  wit  was  beaten  in  fair  argument,  he  might  call 
in  the  king  to  his  assistance.  Gustavus,  though  a 
far  inferior  person  in  other  respects,  was  greatly 
above  sucli  mean  vanity  as  this  ;  ever  showed  suf- 
ficient confidence  in  his  own  resources  to  meet  his 
company  upon  equal  terms ;  and  having  once 
begun  the  discussion  by  admitting  them  to  the 
same  footing  with  himself,  scorned  to  change  his 
ground  or  his  character,  and  substitute  authority 
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for  argument  or  for  repartee.  It  was  the  obscrv- 
atifiii  of  a  man  well  versed  in  courts,  and  wlio  had 
seen  much  of  all  the  princes  of  his  time,*  that 
Gustavus  III.  wits  almost  the  oidy  one  of  tliein 
who  woidil  have  been  reckoned  a  clever  man  in 
society  had  he  been  born  a  subject. 

The  same  spirit  which  he  showed  in  the  fields 
and  in  his  political  measures,  he  displayed  equally 
in  the  various  attemjits  made  upon  his  life.  The 
arsenals  and  museums  of  Stockholm  have  several 
deadly  instruments  preserved  in  them,  which  were 
aimed  at  his  pei'son,  and  in  no  instance  did  lie  ever 
lose  his  presence  of  mind,  or  let  the  attempt  be 
known,  which  by  some  extraordinary  accident  had 
failed.  At  last  he  fell  by  an  assassin's  hand.  For 
some  mysterious  reason,  apparently  unconnected 
with  political  matters,  an  officer  named  Anker- 
stroem,  not  a  noble  or  connected  with  the  nobility, 
shot  him  in  tlie  back  at  a  masquerade.  The 
ground  of  quarrel  apparently  was  personal :  dif- 
ferent accounts,  some  more  discreditable  to  the 
monarch  than  others,  are  given  of  it ;  but  notinng' 
has  been  ascertained  on  sufficient  evidence ;  and 
these  are  subjects  upon  which  no  pid)lic  end  is 
served  by  collecting  or  preserving  conjectures.  To 
dwell  upon  them  rather  degrades  history  into  gos- 
siping or  tale-bearing,  and  neither  explains  mt-n's 
motives,  nor  helps  us  to  weigh  more  accurately  tlte 
*  Sir  Robert  Liston. 
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merits  of  their  conduct  any  more  than  to  ascertain 
its  springs. 

The  story  of  the  fortunes  of  this  prince  presents 
no  unimportant  lesson  to  statesmen  of  the  relative 
value  of  those  gifts  which  they  are  wont  most  to 
prize,  and  the  talents  wliich   they  are   fondest  of 
cultivating.     A  useful  moral  may  also  be  drawn 
from  the  tale  of  so  many  fine  endowments  being 
thrown  away,  and  failing  to  earn  an  enduring  re- 
now^n,  merely  because  they  were  unconnected  with 
good  principles,  and  unaccompanied  by  right  feel- 
ings.    The  qualities  which  he  possessed,   or    im- 
proved, or  acquired,  were  those  most  calculated  to 
strike  the  vulgar,  and  to  gain  the  applause  of  the 
unreflecting  multitude.     Brave,  determined,  gifted 
as  well  with  political  courage    as  with   personal 
valour,   quick  of  apprehension,   capable  of  appli- 
cation, patient  of  fatigue,  well  informed  on  general 
subjects,  elegant,  livelj^,  and  agreeable  in  society, 
affable,  relying  on  his  merits  in  conversation,  and 
overbearing  with  his  rank  none  that  approached 
him — who  so  well  fitted  to  win  all  hearts,  if  com- 
mon popularity  were  his  object,  or  to  gain  lasting 
fame  if  he  had  chosen  to  build  upon  such  founda- 
tions a  superstructure  of  glorious  deeds  ?     But  not 
content  with  being  prudent  and  politic,  he   must 
affect  the  power  of  being  able  to  deceive  all  man- 
kind ;  wise   only  by  halves,  he  must  mistake  cun- 
ning for  sagacity  ;  perverted  in  his  taste  by  vanity, 
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lie  must  prefer  outwitting  men  by  trickery  to  over- 
coming them  by  solid  reason  or  by  fair  designs ; 
preposterously  thinking  that  the  greater  the  trea- 
chery the  deeper  the  policy,  he  must  overlay  all 
his  schemes  with  superfluous  hypocrisy  and  dissi- 
mulation. Even  his  courage  availed  him  little; 
because  looking  only  to  the  outside  of  things,  and 
provident  only  for  the  first  step,  he  never  pro- 
foundly formed  his  plans,  nor  ever  thought  of 
suiting  his  measures  to  his  means.  Thus  in  war 
he  left  the  reputation  only  of  failure  and  defeat ; 
nor  did  the  fame  which  he  acqiured  by  his  success- 
ful political  movements  long  outlive  him,  when 
men  saw  to  how  little  account  he  was  capable  of 
turning  the  power  which  he  had  been  fortunate 
enough  to  obtain  by  his  bold  and  managing  spirit. 
For  many  years  men  observing  the  contrast  which 
he  presented  to  other  princes  in  his  personal  de- 
meanour, and  dazzled  with  the  success  of  his  poli- 
tical enterprises,  lavished  their  admiration  upon 
him  with  little  stint,  and  less  reflection  ;  nor  would 
they,  had  his  dominions  been  more  extensive,  and 
his  actions  performed  on  a  less  confined  tlieatre, 
have  hesitated  in  bestowing  upon  him  the  title  of 
"  Great,"  with  which  they  are  wont  to  reward  their 
worst  enemies  for  their  worst  misdeeds,  and  to 
seduce  sovereigns  into  the  paths  of  tyranny  and 
war.  But  he  outlived  the  fame  which  he  had  early 
acquired.     To  his  victories  over  the  aristocracy  at 
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home  succeetled  his  defeats  by  tlie  enemy  abroad. 
It  was  discovered  that  a  prince  may  be  more  clever 
and  accomplished  than  others,  without  being  more 
viseful  to  his  people,  or  more  capable  of  perform- 
ing great  actions  ;  and  the  wide  difference  between 
genius  and  ability  was  never  more  marked  than  in 
liim.  By  degrees  the  eyes  even  of  his  contempo- 
raries were  opened  to  the  truth ;  and  then  the  vile 
arts  of  treachery,  in  wliich  it  was  his  unnatural 
pride  to  excel,  became  as  hateful  to  men  of  sound 
princii^les  as  his  preposterous  relish  for  such  bad 
distinction  was  disgustful  to  men  of  correct  taste 
and  right  feelings.  Of  all  his  reputation,  at  one 
time  sufficiently  brilliant,  not  any  vestige  now 
remains  conspicuous  enough  to  tempt  others  into 
his  crooked  jmths  ;  and  the  recollections  associated 
■with  his  story,  while  they  bring  contempt  upon 
his  name,  are  only  fitted  to  Avarn  men  against  the 
shame  tliat  attends  lost  opportunities  and  prosti- 
tuted talents. 
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A  GREAT  contrast  in  every  respect  to  Gustavus 
III.  was  presented  by  another  Prince  who  flou- 
rished in  tiic  same  age,  Joseph  II.  In  almost  all 
qualities,  both  of  the  understanding  and  tlie  heart, 
he  differed  widely  from  his  contemporary  of  the 
Xorth.  AVith  abilities  less  shinina:  thoutih  more 
solid,  and  which  he  had  cultivated  more  diligently  ; 
with  far  more  information,  acquired  somewhat  after 
the  laborious  German  fashion  ;  with  so  little  love 
for  trick  or  value  for  his  own  address,  that  he 
rather  plumed  himself  on  being  a  stranger  to  those 
arts,  and  on  being  defective  in  the  ordinary  pro- 
vision of  cunning  which  the  deceitful  atmosphere 
of  courts  renders  almost  necessary  as  a  protection 
against  circumvention  ;  with  ambition  to  excel,  but 
not  confined  to  love  of  military  glory ;  with  no 
particular  wish  to  exalt  his  own  authority,  nor  any 
indisposition  to  acquire  fame  by  extending  the  hap- 
piness of  his  people — although  presenting  to  the 
vulgar  gaze  a  less  striking  object  than  Gustavus, 
he  was  in  all  important  particulars  a  far  more  con- 
siderable person,  and  wanted  but  little  from  nature. 


£08        STATESMEN  OF  TIME  OF  GEORGE  III. 

thoiigli  certainly  much  from  fortune,  to  have  left 
beliind  him  a  great  and  lasting  reputation.  That 
W'liich  lie  did  want  was,  however,  sufficient  to  de- 
stroy all  chance  of  realising  an  eminent  station 
among  the  lights  of  the  world  :  for  his  judgment 
was  defective  ;  he  was  more  restless  than  perse- 
vering ;  and  though  not  at  all  wanting  in  powers 
of  labour,  yet  he  often  thought  of  royal  roads  to 
his  object,  and  leaving  those  steep  and  circuitous 
routes  which  nature  lias  formed  along  the  ascents^ 
would  fall  into  what  has  been  termed  by  Lo/d 
Bacon  the  paradox  of  power — desiring  to  attain 
the  end  without  submitting  to  use  the  means.  Suc- 
cess in  such  circumstances  was  hopeless  ;  and  acci- 
dent contributed  largely  to  multiply  and  exaggerate 
his  failures,  insomueli  that  the  unhappy  monarch 
on  his  death-bed  exclaimed  in  the  anguish  of  his 
spirit,  that  his  epitaph  should  be — "  Here  lies 
Joseph,  Avho  was  unsuccessful  in  all  his  under- 
takings." Men  looking  to  the  event,  rated  him  very 
far  below  his  real  value,  and  gave  him  credit  for 
none  of  the  abilities  and  few  of  the  virtues  which 
he  really  possessed.  Nothing  can  be  more  unjust, 
more  foolish  in  itself  or  more  mischievous  in  its 
consequences,  than  the  almost  universal  determi- 
nation of  the  world  to  reckon  nothing  in  a  prince 
of  any  value  but  brilliant  talents,  and  to  account 
worth  of  little  avail  in  tliat  station  in  wliicli  it  is 
of  the  most  incalculable  importance.     Nay,  let  a 
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royal  life  be  ever  so  much  disHgurwl  with  crime,  if 
it  have  nothing  mean,  that  is,  if  its  \  ices  be  all 
oil  a  great  scale,  ami  especially  if  it  be  covered 
•with  military  successes,  little  of  tiie  reprobation 
due  to  its  demerits  will  be  expressed,  as  if  the 
greatest  of  public  enormities,  the  excesses  of  ambi- 
tion, effected  a  composition  for  tlie  worst  private 
faidts.  Even  our  James  I.  is  the  object  of  con- 
tempt not  *;o  much  for  the  vile  life  he  led  as  for 
his  want  of  sj)irit  and  deficiency  in  warlike  accom- 
plishments ;  and,  if  the  only  one  of  his  failings 
wiiich  was  beneficial  to  his  subjects  had  not  existed 
in  his  cliaracter,  his  name  would  have  descended 
to  us  with  general  respect  among  the  Harries  and 
the  Edwards  of  an  earlier  age. 

It  was  in  some  degree  unfortunate  for  the  fame 
of  Joseph  that  he  came  after  so  able  and  so  cele- 
brated a  personage  as  his  motlier,  Maria  Theresa. 
But  this  circumstance  also  proved  injurious  to  his 
education  ;  for  the  Empress  Queen  was  resolved 
that  her  son,  even  when  clothed  by  the  Election 
of  the  Germanic  I3iet  with  the  Imperial  title, 
should  exercise  none  of  its  prerogatives  during  her 
life ;  and  long  after  he  had  arrived  at  man's  estate, 
he  was  held  in  a  kind  of  tutelage  by  that  bold  and 
politic  Princess.  Having  therefore  finished  his 
studies,  and  perceiving  tiiat  at  home  he  a\  as  destined 
to  remain  a  mere  cipher  w  hile  she  ruled,  he  went 
abroad,  and  travelled  into  those  dominions  in  Italy 
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nominally  his  own,  but  where  lie  had  no  more 
concern  v.itli  the  government  than  the  meanest  of 
his  subjects ;  and  from  thence  he  visited  the  rest 
of  the  Italian  states.  An  eager,  but  an  indiscri- 
minate thirst  of  knowled are  distin2:uished  him  wher- 
ever  he  went ;  there  was  no  subject  whicli  he  would 
not  master,  no  kind  of  information  whicli  he  would 
not  amass ;  nor  were  any  details  too  minute  for 
him  to  collect.  Nothing  can  be  more  praiseworthy 
than  a  sovereign  thus  acquainting  himself  tho- 
roughly Avith  the  concerns  of  the  people  over  whom 
he  is  called  to  rule ;  and  the  undistinguishing 
ardour  of  his  studies  can  lead  to  little  other  harm 
than  the  losing  time,  or  preventing  the  acquisition 
of  important  matters  by  distracting  the  attention 
to  trifles.  But  his  activity  was  as  indiscriminate 
as  liis  inquiries,  and  he  both  did  some  harm  and 
exposed  himself  to  much  ridicule  by  the  conduct 
which  it  prompted.  He  must  needs  visit  the  con- 
vents and  inspect  the  works  of  the  nuns  ;  nor  rest 
satisfied  until  he  imposed  on  those  whose  needle 
moved  less  quickly  than  suited  his  notions  of  female 
industry,  the  task  of  making  shirts  for  the  soldiery. 
So  his  ambition  was  equally  undistinguishing  and 
unreflecting ;  nor  did  he  consider  that  the  things 
which  it  led  him  to  imitate  misht  well  be  void  of 
all  merit  in  him,  though  highly  important  in  those 
whose  example  he  was  following  to  the  letter  re- 
gardless of  the  spirit.     Thus  because  the  Emperor 
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oF  China  encourages  agriculture  by  driving,  at 
some  solemn  fesitival,  a  plough  uith  the  hand  that 
holds  at  other  times  the  celestial  sceptre,  the  Em- 
peror of  Germany  must  needs  plough  a  ridge  in 
the  Milanese,  where  of  course  a  monument  was 
erected  to  peqietnate  tliis  act  of  princely  folly. 

But  of  all  his  admirations,  that  which  he  enter- 
tained for  the  great  enemy  of  his  house,  his  mother, 
and  his  crown,  was  the  most  preposterous.     During 
the  Seven  years'  war,  Avhich  threatened  the  exist- 
ence of  all  three,  he  woidd  fain  have  served  a  cam- 
paign under  Frederic  II.  ;  and  although  he  might 
prohablv  have  had   the  decency  to  station  himself 
on  the   northern   frontier,  ^here    Russia    was  the 
enemy,  yet    no   one    can  wonder  at  the  Empress 
Queen  prohibiting  her  son  from  taking  the  recre- 
ation of  high  treason  to  amuse  his  leisure  hours, 
and   occupying  his  youth  and  exposing  his  person 
in  shaking  the  throne  wliicli  lie  was  one  day  to  fill. 
At  lengtii,  however,  the  day  arrived  which  he  had 
so  long  eagerly  panteil  for,  when  he  was  to  become 
personally  acquainted  with  the  idol  of  Ids  devotion. 
His  inflexible  parent  had,  in  17G6,  prevented  them 
from   meeting  at  Tori^au  ;    but  three  years  after 
they  had   an  interview   of  some  days  at   Neiss  in 
Silesia,    the    important   province   which    Frederic 
had  wrested  from  th  ■   Austrian  crown.     The  ve- 
teran monarch   l:as  well  conveyed  an  idea  of  his 
admirer  in  one  of  his  historical  works,  Mhich  indeed 
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contains  very  few  sketches  of  equal  merit : — "  II 
affectoit  une  francliise  qui  lui  sembloit  naturelle ; 
son  caractere  aimable  marquoit  de  la  gaiete  jointe 
a  la  vivacite ;  mais  avec  le  desir  d'apprendre,  il 
n'avoit  pas  la  patience  de  s'instruire."  And  cer- 
tainly this  impatience  of  the  means,  proportioned 
to  an  eagerness  fur  the  end,  was  the  distinguishing 
feature  of  his  wliole  character  and  conduct  thronorh 
life,  from  the  most  important  to  the  most  trivial  of 
his  various  pursuits. 

Altliough  Frederic  had  a  perfect  right  to  look 
down  upon  Joseph  in  this  view  as  well  as  in  many 
others,  and  although  there  can  be  no  sort  of  com- 
parison between  the  two  men  in  general,  yet  it  is 
equally  certain  that,  in  one  most  important  parti- 
cular, a  close  resemblance  may  be  traced  between 
them,  and  the  same  defect  may  be  found  marring 
the  projects  of  both.  Their  internal  administra- 
tion was  marked  with  the  same  intermeddling  and 
controlling  spirit,  than  which  a  more  miscliievous 
character  cannot  belong  to  any  system  of  rule.  It 
is  indeed  an  error  into  which  all  sovereigns  and  all 
ministers  are  very  apt  to  fall,  when  they  avoid  the 
opposite,  perhaps  safer,  extreme  of  indifference  to 
their  duties.  Nor  was  he  the  more  likely  to  steer 
a  middle  course,  whose  power  had  no  limits; 
■whose  ideas  of  government  were  taken  from  the 
mechanical  discipline  of  an  army  ;  and  whose  abi- 
lities so  far  exceeded  the  ordinary  lot  of  royal  un- 
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tlerstandings,  that  lie  soemcd  to  have  some  grounds 
for  thinking  himself  capable  of  everjthing,  while 
tie  despised  the  talents  of  everj'  body  else.  Yet 
must  it  be  allowed,  that  if  all  other  proofs  were 
wanting-,  tiiis  one  undoubted  ini perfect  ion  in  Fre- 
deric's nature  is  a  sufficient  ground  for  ranking 
him  among  inferior  minds,  and  for  denying  him 
Ihose  higher  qualities  of  the  understanding  which 
render  such  faculties  beneficial  as  he  unquestion- 
ably possessed.  A  truly  great  genius  will  be  the 
first  to  prescribe  limits  for  its  own  exertions  ;  to 
discover  the  sjihere  within  which  its  powers  must 
be  concentrated  in  order  to  work,  bej'ond  which 
their  diffusion  can  only  uselessly  dazzle.  But  this 
was  a  kno\^  ledge,  and  a  self-conmiand,  that  Frederic 
never  attained.  Though  the  ignorance  and  weak- 
ness which  he  displayed,  in  the  excessive  govern- 
meqt  of  his  kingdom,  were  thrown  into  the  shade 
by  his  militarj'  glory,  or  partially  covered  by  his 
cleverness  and  activity,  they  require  only  to  be 
viewed  apart,  in  order  to  excite  as  much  ridicule 
as  was  ever  bestowed  on  the  Emperor  Joseph, 
whose  system  of  administration  indeed  greatly 
resembled  his  neighbour's,  unle>s  that  he  had  more 
leisure  to  show  his  good  intentions  by  his  blunders, 
and  was  guided  by  better  principles  in  the  prose- 
cution of  his  never-ending  schemes.  Like  him, 
the  Prussian  ruler  conceived  that  it  was  his  duty  to 
be  eternally  at  work ;  to  take  ever)'  concern  in  his 


214   STATESMEN  OF  TIME  OF  GEORGE  III. 

dominions  upon  his  own  shoulders  ;  sehlom  lo 
think  men's  interest  safe  when  committed  to  them- 
selves, much  less  to  delegate  to  his  ministers  any 
portion  of  the  superintending  power,  which  must 
yet  be  everywhere  present  and  constantly  on  the 
watch.  Both  of  those  princes  knew  enough  of 
detail  to  give  tliem  a  relish  for  affairs  ;  but  they 
Avere  always  wasting  their  exemplary  activity  in 
marring  the  concerns  which  belonged  not  to  their 
department  ;  and  extending  their  knowledge  of 
other  people's  trades,  instead  of  forming  an  ac- 
quaintance with  their  own.  While  other  monarchs 
were  making  a  business  of  pleasure,  they  made  a 
pleasure  of  business ;  but,  utterly  ignorant  how 
much  of  their  professional  duties  resolved  into  a 
Avise  choice  of  agents,  with  all  their  industry  and 
wit,  they  were  only  mismanaging  a  part  of  the 
work,  and  leaving  the  rest  undone ;  so  that  it  may 
fairly  be  questioned  whether  their  dominions  would 
not  have  gained  by  the  exchange,  had  their  lives 
been  squandered  in  the  seraglio,  and  their  affairs 
intrusted  to  cabinets  of  more  quiet  persons  with 
more  ordinary  understandings. 

But  although  these  two  eminent  men  were 
equally  fond  of  planning  and  regulating,  as  they 
indulged  their  propensity  in  different  circumstances, 
so  their  schemes  were  not  j^ursued  in  the  same 
manner,  and  have  certainly  been  attended  with 
different  results.     Joseph  Avas  a  legislator  and  a 
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})r«)jt'c(or.     From  tlie  restlessness  of  liis  spirit,  and 
the  uant  of  i)ressirig  affairs  to  employ  liis  portion 
of  talent,  his  measures  were  often  rather  busy  and 
needless,   than   seriously  hurtful  ;  and  as   the  eon- 
ception  of  a  plan  resulted  from   his  activity  and 
idleness,  ho  was  still  vacant  and  restless  after  the 
steps  had  been  taken  for  its  execution,  and  gene- 
rally strangled   it  by  his  impatience  to  witness  the 
fruits  of  his  wisdom  ;  like  the  child  who  platits  a 
bean,    and    plucks    it    up  when    it    has    scarcely 
sprouted,  to  see  how  it  is  growing.     Thus  it  hap- 
pened, tiiat    many  of  his    innovations   were   done 
away  by  himself,  while  otliers  had  no  tendency  to 
operate  any  change.     Those  which  were  opposed, 
ho  only  pushed  to  a  certain  length,  and  tlien  knew 
how  to  yield,  after  mischief  had  been  done  by  the 
struggle  ;  but  few  of  them  survived  his  own  day  ; 
chitfly  such  as  anticipated,  by  a  slight  advance,  the 
natural  course  of  events.     Frederic,  on  the  other 
hand,  was  not  placed   in  easy  circumstances  ;    I  e 
was  active  from  necessity,  as  much  as  from  vanity  ; 
he  was    an    adventurer,  whose    projects   must    be 
turned  to  some  account;  not  an  idle  amateur,  who 
can  amuse  himself  with  forming   a    new  scheme 
after  the  others  have  failed.     Although,  then,  like 
Joseph,   he  could  afford  his  designs  little  time  to 
)ipen,  yet  he  contrived  to  force  something  out  of 
them  by  new  applications  of  power;  thus  bringing 
to  a  premature  conclusion  operations  in  their  ow  n 
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nature  violent  and  untimely.  Hence  liis  necessi- 
ties, like  his  rival's  idle  impatience,  allowed  his 
plans  no  chance  of  coming  to  perfection ;  but 
while  Joseph  destroyed  the  scheme  of  yesterday  to 
make  a  new  one,  Frederic  carried  it  forcibly  into 
an  imperfect  execution  before  it  was  well  laid. 
Add  to  this,  that  the  power  of  the  latter  being 
more  absolute,  and  of  a  description  the  best  adapted 
for  enforcing  detailed  commands,  he  was  better 
enabled  to  carry  through  his  regulating  and  inter- 
fering plans  against  whatever  opposition  they  might 
encounter,  while  his  superior  firmness  of  character, 
and  his  freedom  from  the  various  checks  which 
principle  or  feeling  imposed  upon  the  Austrian 
monarch,  precluded  all  escape  from  the  rigour  of 
his  administration  by  any  other  than  fraudulent 
means.  Thus,  the  consequences  of  his  too  much 
governing,  of  his  miserable  views  in  finance,  and 
of  his  constant  errors  in  the  principles  of  com- 
mercial legislation,  are  to  be  traced  at  this  day 
through  the  various  departments  of  the  Prussian 
states.  Nor  can  it  be  asserted  in  the  present  in- 
stance, that  the  powers  of  individual  interest  have 
sufficed  to  produce  their  natural  effects  upon  human 
industry  in  spite  of  the  shackles  by  which  it  has 
been  fettered  and  cramped. 

The  intercourse  between  these  two  sovereigns 
wliich  took  place  at  Neiss,  in  1769,  M'as  not  their 
only  meeting ;  they  had  another  the  year  after  at 
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Neustadt ;  and  hcif,  if  ever,  the  reiiiaik  of  Vol- 
taire proved  correct,  "  that  the  meetin<^  of  Sove- 
reigns are  perilous  to  their  subjects  y"  for  here  was 
arranged  that  execrable  crime  against  the  rights  of 
men  and  of  nations,  whieli  has  covered  the  memory 
of  its  perpetrators  with  incomparably  less  infamy 
than  they  deserved,  the  I'artition  of  I'oland.  Al- 
though Joseph's  mother  was  still  alive  and  suffered 
him  to  share  none  of  her  authority,  yet  this  nego- 
tiation, in  which  he  undeniably  was  engaged,  de- 
prives him  of  all  pretext  for  withdrawing  from  his 
portion  of  the  disgrace  which  so  justly  covers  the 
parties  to  that  fuul  transaction. 

It  is  certain,  however,  and  it  is  a  melancholy 
truth,,  that  this  abominable  enterprise  is  the  only 
one  of  all  the  Emperor's  undertakings  that  ever 
succeeded.  His  less  guilty  attempt  in  Belgium, 
his  iiarmless  changes  in  Austria,  his  projects  of 
usefid  reform  in  Italy,  all  failed,  and  failed  signally, 
for  the  most  ptu:t  through  the  careless  and  unre- 
flecting manner  in  which  he  formetl  his  plans,^  and 
his  want  of  patience  in  allowing  time  for  their  exe- 
cution. His  absurd  fancy  of  being  crowned  King 
of  Hungary  at  Vienna,  instead,  of  Presburg,  and 
transporting  tlie  regalia  out  of  the  country,  without 
tlie  possibility  of  effecting  any  good  purpose,  of- 
fended tiie  national  pride  of  the  Hungarians,  and 
roused  their  suspicions  of  further  designs  against 
their  riglits  to  such  a  pitch,  that  for  the  rest  of  his 
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reign  he  had  to  encounter  the  opposition  of  those 
upon  whose  protection  his  mother  liad  thrown  her- 
self in  her  extremity,  and  who  had  sworn  "  To  die 
for  their  King  Maria  Theresa."  His  Flemish  re- 
forms, and  indeed  his  attempts  upon  the  liberties 
of  the  Flemings,  ended  in  exciting  an  open  rebel- 
lion, which  convulsed  the  Netherlands  at  the- time 
of  his  death.  In  a  far  nobler  object  his  steadiness 
failed  as  usual,  and  his  ill-digested  and  rash  inno- 
vations rather  confirmed  than  extirpated  the  evil 
he  wished  to  destroy.  He  designed  to  suppress  the 
Monasteries,  to  prevent  Appeals  to  Rome,  and  to 
retain  the  power  of  Ordination  and  Deprivation 
within  the  country.  But  he  proceeded  in  so  incon- 
siderate a  manner  as  to  raise  universal  alarm  among 
all  classes  of  the  Clergy,  and  even  to  make  the 
Pope  undertake  a  journey  from  Eome  with  the 
view  of  turning  him  aside  from  his  projects,  by 
showing  their  dangerous  consequences.  A  courte- 
ous reception  was  all  tlie  Sovereign  Pontiff  re- 
ceived ;  and  after  his  return  to  Italy,  the  Emperor 
rashly  abolished  the  Diocesan  Seminaries,  reserv- 
ing only  five  or  six  for  the  whole  of  his  vast  domi- 
nions ;  new  modelled  the  limits  of  the  dioceses,  and 
altered  the  whole  law  of  marriage,  granting,  for 
the  first  time  in  a  Catliolic  country,  the  liberty  of 
divorce.  He  removed  at  the  same  time  the  images 
from  the  churches,  to  show  that  he  could,  in 
trifling  as  well  as  graver  matters,  pursue  the  course 
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of  premature  innovation,  ami  tiiat  lie  was  iyiiorant 
of  tlie  great  rule  of  practical  wisdom  in  govern- 
ment,  wliicli  forbids  us  to  hurt  strong  and  general 
feelings  where  no  adequate  purpose  is  to  be  served, 
how  triHing  or  absurd  soever  the  subject  matter 
may  be  to  which  those  feelings  relate.  The  re- 
moval of  images,  however,  was  far  from  the  most 
triHiu"- of  the  details  into  which  lie  thrust  iiis  im- 
proving  hand.  lie  wearied  out  the  clergy  as  well 
as  their  flocks  with  innumerable  regulations  touch- 
ing fasts,  processions,  ceremonies  of  the  Church, 
everything,  as  has  been  well  observed,  with  which 
the  civil  power  has  the  least  right  to  meddle,  and, 
it  might  be  added,  everything  the  most  beneatli  a 
Sovereisru's  res^ard  :  so  that  Frederic  used  not  un- 
happily  to  speak  of  him  as  his  "  brother  the  Sex- 
ton" {monfrere  le  Sacristain).  Every  one  knows 
how  such  freaks  of  power,  the  growth  of  a  little 
mind,  torment  and  irritate  their  objects  even  more 
tlian  tiioy  lower  the  reputation  and  weaken  the 
authority  of  their  authors. 

Having  formerly,  with  a  restlessness  so  foolish 
as  in  his  position  almost  to  be  criminal,  chosen  the 
moment  of  the  whole  of  his  people  being  flung  into 
consternation  by  his  measures,  as  the  fittest  oppor- 
tunity for  going  abroad  upon  a  tour  through  Fiance, 
where  he  passed  some  months  in  envying  all  he 
saw,  and  being  mortified  by  its  superiority  to  his 
own  possessions,    novelty  being   no  cause  of  this 
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journey,  for  he  had  been  all  over  that  fine  country 
four  years  before — so  now,   after  having  refused 
the  Pope's  request,  and  proceeded  still  more  rapidly 
in  his   ecclesiastical  changes   since  the  pontifical 
visit,  he   chose  to  return  it  immediately  after  he 
had  given  this  offence  ;  and  he  passed  his  time  at 
Rome  in  vainly  endeavouring  to  obtain  the  co-ope- 
ration of  Spain  with  his  project  for  entirely  throw- 
ing oflF  all  allegiance   to   the  Holy  See.     A   few 
years  after,   this  wandering  Emperor  repaired  to 
Russia,  and  accompanied  Catherine  on  her  progress 
through  the  southern  parts  of  her  empire.     Here 
he  met  with  a  sovereign  who  resembled  him  in  one 
point,  and  no  more  ;  she  was  devoured  by  the  same 
restless  passion  for  celebrity,  and  in  her  domestic 
administration  undertook  everything  to  finish  no- 
thing,, how  effectively  soever  she  might  accomplish 
the  worser  objects  of  her  criminal  ambition  abroad'. 
A  witty  remark  of  his  connected  with  this  weak- 
ness is   recorded,  and  proves   sufficiently  that   he 
could  mark  in  another  what  he  was  unable  to  cor- 
rect in  himself.     She  had  laid  the  first  stone  of  a 
city,  to  be  called  by  her  name,  and  she  requested 
him    to   lay  the   second.       "  I   have   begun    and 
finished,"  said   he,   "  a  great  work  with  the  Em- 
press.    She  laid  the  first  stone  of  a  city  and  I  laid 
the  last,  all  in  one  day." 

His  excessive  admiration  of  Frederic,  combined 
with  his  thirst  of  military  glory,  in  the  war  ©f  the 
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Eavari:iii   h^uccc-siuii    i77b,    had  the  cHccl  of  n-ju- 
trali>iiig-  each  other.     He  preferreil  corresponding 
to  figlainy  witli  liis  adversary,  wlio  called  it  a  cam- 
paign of  the  pen.     Under  the  mediation  of  France 
peace  was  speedily   restored,  after  an  active  and 
vigorous  infereliaiige  of  letters  for  some  montlis,. 
aud  with  no  other  result.     But  the  war  with  the 
Turks,  into  which  Catherine  inveigled  him,  was  of 
a  very  diffl;rent  character,     "With  them  no  written 
compositions  could  produce  any  effect ;  and  a  s:;ries 
of  disasters   ensued,   which    ended    in   the  enemy 
menacing  Vienna  itself,  after  overrunning  all  Lower 
Hungary.     It  was  in  vain  that  he  endeavoure  1  to 
rally  his  defeated  troo|)s,  or  win  Ijack   victory   to 
his  stanilard  by  the  most   indiscriminate  severity  ; 
cashiering  officers  by  the  platoon,  and  shooting  men 
by  the  regiment,  until  at  length  old  Marsiial  Lau- 
dohn  came  forth  from  his  retirement,  and  the  men, 
animated   by  the  sight   of  their  ancient  chief,   re- 
))ul»ed  the  enemy,  resumed  the  offensive,  and  forced 
Belgrade   to  capitulate  without  a  siege.     At  this 
critical    moment,  and   ere  yet  lie  could   taste  the 
pleasure,  to  him  so  novel,  of  success,  death  closed 
his  eyes  upon   the  ruin  of  his  affairs  in  Belgium, 
their   inextricable    embarrassment    at    home,    the 
death  of  a  sister-in-law  (first  wife  of  Leopold),  to 
whom  he  was  tenderly  attached,  and  the  unwonted, 
perhaps  unexpected,  gleam   of  prosperity  in    the 
Turkish  campaign.     He  died  in  the  flower  of  his 
VOL.  ir.  1, 
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age,  and  almost  at  the  summit  of  the  confusion 
created  by  his  restless  folly,  a  sad  instance  how 
much  mischief  a  prince  may  do  to  others,  and  how 
great  vexation  intiict  upon  himself,  by  attempting 
in  mediocrity  of  resources  things  which  only  a 
great  capacity  can  hope  to  execute. 

The  volume  which  records  the  transactions  of 
statesmen  often  suggests  the  remark  that  the  suc- 
cess of  mediocritj'',  both  in  public  and  in  private 
life,  affords  a  valuable  lesson  to  the  world,  a  lesson 
the  more  extensively  useful,  because  the  example 
is  calculated  to  operate  upon  a  far  more  enlarged 
scale  than  the  feats  of  rare  endowments.  In  pri- 
vate individuals,  moderate  talents,  hov/ever  misused 
by  disproportioned  ambition,  can  produce  little 
harm,  except  in  exposing  the  folly  and  presumption 
of  their  possessors.  But  in  princes,  moderate  ta- 
lents, unaccompanied  with  discretion  and  modesty, 
are  calculated  to  spread  the  greatest  misery  over 
whole  nations.  The  pursuit  of  renown,  when  con- 
fined to  maladministration  at  home,  is  extremely 
mischievous  ;  leading  to  restless  love  of  change  for 
change's  sake,  attempts  to  acquire  celebrity  by 
undertakings  which  are  above  the  reach  of  him 
who  makes  them,  and  which  involve  the  commu- 
nity in  the  consequences  of  their  failure.  But  the 
fear  always  is,  that  this  restless  temiier,  unsustained 
by  adequate  capacity,  may  lead  to  indulging  in 
the  Great  Sport  of  Kings,  and  that  M'ars,  even  when 
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sncccssriil  most  Imrtful  to  the  state,  will  be  wag;erl, 
without  any  fair  cliaiice  of  avoiding  clisfoiufiture 
and  disurace.  Hence  a  fjreater  cur.se  can  lianllv 
lij^lit  upon  any  people  tlian  to  be  governed  by  a 
prince  in  whom  disproportioned  ambition,  or  pre- 
posterous vanity,  is  only  supported  by  the  moderate 
talents  which,  united  to  sound  principles,  and  under 
the  control  of  a  modest  nature,  might  constitute 
their  safety  and  their  happiness.  For  it  is  alto- 
Gfether  undeniable  that,  considering  the  common 
failings  of  princes,  the  necessary  defects  of  their 
education,  the  inevitable  tendency  of  their  station 
to  engender  habits  of  self-indulgence,  and  the 
proneness  which  they  all  feel,  m  hen  gifted  with  a 
superior  capacity,  to  seek  dominion  or  fame  by 
martial  deeds,  there  is  far  more  safety  in  nations 
being  ruled  by  sovereigns  of  humble  talents,  if 
tliese  are  only  accompanied  with  an  ambition  pro- 
portionably  moderate. 
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The  two  male  conspirators  against  the  liberties  of 
mankind,  the  rights  of  nations,  the  peace  of  the 
world,  have  now  been  painted,  but  in  colours  far 
more  subdued  than  the  natural  hues  of  their  crime. 
It  remains  that  the  most  profligate  of  the  three 
should  be  portrayed,  and  she  a  Avoman  ! — but  a 
Avoman  in  whom  tlie  lust  of  power,  united  with  the 
more  vulgar  profligacy  of  our  kind,  had  effaced 
all  traces  of  the  softer  nature  that  marks  tlie  sex, 
and  left  an  image  of  commanding  talents  and  pro- 
digious firmness  of  soul,  the  capacities  which  con- 
stitute a  great  character,  blended  with  unrelenting 
fierceness  of  disposition,  unscrupulous  jironeness  to 
fraud,  unrestrained  indulgence  of  the  passions,  all 
the  weakness  and  all  the  wickedness  wliich  can  de- 
base the  worst  of  the  liuman  race. 

The  Princess  Sophia  of  Anhalt  Zerbst,  one  of 
the  smallest  of  the  petty  principalities  in  which 
Northern  Germany  abounds,  was  married  to 
Peter  III.,  nephew  and  heir-presumptive  to  the 
Russian  crown,  and  she  took  the  name  of  Catherine, 
accordino;  to  the  custom  of  that  barbarous  nation. 
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Tlie  pr()Hi<(ac'y  of  ICIiziibeth,  then  on  tlie  tliione  of 
t]a>  Czars,  Mas  little  rcjHigriaiit  to  tlie  crapulous 
life  which  Irt  future  sueeesiior  leil,  or  to  liis  con- 
sort following  their  joint  example.  The  young 
bride,  accordingly,  soon  fell  into  the  debauched 
habits  of  the  court,  and  she  improved  upon  them  ; 
for  having  more  than  once  changed  the  accom- 
plices of  her  adulterous  indulgences,  almost  as 
swiftly  as  Elizabeth  did,  she  had  her  husband  mur- 
dered by  her  paramour,  that  is,  the  person  for  the 
time  liolding  the  office  of  paramour ;  and  having 
gained  over  the  guards  and  the  mob  of  Peters- 
burgh,  she  usurped  the  crown  to  which  she  could 
pretend  no  earthly  title.  To  refute  the  reports 
that  were  current  and  to  satisfy  all  inquiries  as  lo 
the  cause  of  Peter's  death,  she  ordered  his  body  to 
be  exposed  to  public  view,  and  stationed  guards  to 
prevent  any  one  from  approaching  near  enough  to 
see  the  livid  hue  which  the  process  of  strangling 
had  spread  over  his  features. 

The  reign  thus  happily  begun,  was  continued  in 
the  constant  practice  of  debauciiery  and  tlie  occa- 
sional commission  of  convenient  murder.  Lover 
after  lover  was  admitted  to  the  embraces  of  the 
Messalina  of  the  North,  until  soldiers  of  the  guards 
were  employed  in  fatiguing  an  appetite  which  could 
not  be  satiated.  Sometimes  the  favourite  of  the  day 
would  be  raised  to  the  confidence  and  the  influence 
of  prime  minister ;  but  after  a  while   he  ceased  to 
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please  as  the  paramour,  though  lie  retained  his 
ministerial  functions.  One  of  the  princes  of  the 
blood  having  been  pitched  on  by  a  party  to  be 
their  leader,  was  thrown  into  prison;  and  when 
the  zeal  of  that  party  put  forward  pretences  to  the 
throne  on  his  behalf,  the  imperial  Jezebel  had  him 
murdered  in  his  dungeon  as  the  shortest  way  of 
terminating  all  controvei'sy  on  his  account,  and  all 
uneasiness.  The  mediocrity  of  her'  son  Paul's  ta- 
lents gave  her  no  umbrage,  especially  joined  to  the 
eccentricity  of  his  nature,  and  his  life  was  spared. 
Had  he  given  his  tigress-mother  a  moment's  alarm, 
he  would  speedily  have  followed  his  unhappy  father 
to  the  regions  where  profligacy  and  parricide  are 
vniknown. 

Althougli  Catherine  was  thus  abandoned  in  all 
her  indulgences  and  unscrupulous  in  choosing  the 
means  of  gratifying  her  ambition  especially,  yet 
did  she  not  give  herself  up  to  either  the  one  kind 
of  vice  or  the  other,  either  to  cruelty  or  to  lust, 
with  the  weakness  which  in  little  minds  lends  tliose 
abominable  propensities  an  entire  and  undivided 
control.  Her  lovers  never  were  her  rulers ;  lier 
licentiousness  interfered  not  with  her  public  con- 
duct: her  cruelties  were  not  numerous  and  wanton; 
not  the  result  of  caprice  or  the  occupation  of  a 
wicked  and  malignant  nature,  but  the  expedients, 
the  unjustifiable,  the  detestable  expedients,  to  which 
she  had  recourse  when  a  great  end  was  to  be  attained. 
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The  liistorian  who  wouUl  fully  record  the  lil'e  of  the 
Czarina,  must  defurni  his  pa^u  with  profligacy  auti 
with  crimes  that  reseinl)le  tiie  disg'ustiiig  atiiials  of 
the  Caesars  :  but  the  blot  would  be  occasional  only, 
and  the  tiarkncss  confined  to  a  few  pages,  instead  of 
blackening  the  whole  volume,  as  it  does  that  of 
Tacitus  or  Suetonius  ;  for  she  had  far  too  great  a 
mind  to  be  enslaved  bv  her  passions  or  merely  mis- 
chicvous  in  her  feelings,  although  the  gusts  of  the 
one  carried  her  away,  and  ^\hat  of  the  other  was 
amiable  had  far  too  little  force  to  resist  the  thirst 
for  dominion,  which,  with  the  love  of  indulgence, 
formed  the  governing  motive  of  her  conduct. 

Her  capacity  \\  as  of  an  exalted  order.  Iler  judg- 
ment was  clear  and  sure;  her  apprehension  extraor- 
dinarily quick  ;  her  sagacity  penetrating  ;  her  pro- 
vidence and  circumspection  comprehensive.  To 
feaj-,  hesitation,  vacillation,  she  was  an  utter 
stranger  ;  and  the  adoption  of  a  design  was  with 
her  its  instant  execution.  But  her  plans  ditFered 
widely  from  those  of  her  companion  Joseph  II.,  or 
even  of  her  neighbour  Gustavus  III.  They  re- 
sembled  far  more  those  of  her  long-headed  accom- 
plice of  Prussia.  They  Mere  deeply  laid  in  general, 
and  for  the  most  part  well  digested  ;  formed  as  to 
their  object  with  no  regard  to  principle,  but  only 
to  her  aggrandisement  and  glory ;  framed  as  to 
their  execution  with  no  regard  to  the  rights,  or 
mercy   for  the  suft'erings  of  her  fellow-creatures. 
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-Over  their  execution  the  same  dauntless,  reckless, 
l)eartless  feelings  presided  ;  nor  was  she  ever  to  le 
turned  from  her  purpose  by  difficulties  and  perils, 
or  abated  in  her  desire  of  success  by  languor  ai:d 
delay,  or  quelled  in  her  course  by  the  least  rem- 
nant of  the  humane  feelings  that  mark  the  softer 
sex,  extinct  in  her  bold,  masculine,  and  flinty 
bosom. 

In  one  material  particular,  and  in  only  one,  she 
seemetl  to  betray  her  original  -n-omanhood,  and 
ceased  to  pursue  the  substance  after  she  had  gone 
far  enough  to  gratify-  her  vanity  with  the  shadow 
of  outward  appearances,  and  to  tickle  her  ears 
witii  popular  applause.  Her  military  operations 
on  the  side  of  the  East :  her  attempts  at  encroach- 
ment upon  Turkey,  whether  by  skilful  negotia- 
tions with  the  Greek  chiefs,  or  warlike  movements 
almost  decisively  successful  against  Constanti- 
nople;* her  measures  in  concert  with  Denmark 
against  Sweden,  and  which  only  the  interposition 
of  England  at  Copenhagen,  in  178S.J  prevented 
■'rom  putting  Finland  in  her  possession  ;  her  share 
in  the  execrable  Partition  of  Poland  from  the 
beginning  of  that  crime  down  to  its  consummation 

*  Had  her  admirals  pushed  their  advantages  at  Tchesrae. 
the  Forte  was  laid  prostrate  at  her  feet. 

+  Cur  ambassador  threatened  to  bomtard  Copenhagen 
•wi:h  an  English  fleet,  unless  the  Danes  instantly  raised  the 
sie-e  of  Gotienburs:h. 
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in  1794 — all  tht-^e  schemes  of  her  vignrou?  ar.d 
daring-  policy  formetl  a  strange  contrast  with  those 
ebullitions  of  childish  vanity,  which  laid  the 
fouDtiation  of  cities  in  a  desert,  never  to  be  finished 
nor  ever  built  above  the  comer-stone ;  or  assem- 
bled upon  her  route  through  the  wastes  of  her  em- 
pire thousands  of  lialf-naked  savages  and  clotl  •i-'l 
tbem  with  dresses  to  be  transported  in  the  ni_'Iit 
and  ser\  e  the  next  day's  show,  while  she  was  making 
a  progress  through  her  barren,  unpeopled  do- 
nHuns ;  or  made  the  shells  of  houses  be  nused  one 
veek,  along  the  road  where  she  was  to  pass,  destined 
the  week  af^er  to  tumble  in  premature  but  inevi- 
table ruins  ;  or  collected  groups  of  peasants  where 
none  could  sobedst,  and  had  these  same  groups  car- 
ried on  in  the  nigiit  to  greet  her  next  dar  with  an- 
other  Mse  semblance  of  an  imposable  pc^Milation 
in  aDOtbcT  waste.  X or  was  'there  much  more  rea- 
lity in  her  councils  of  lawgivers  to  pr^Kre  a  Code 
ioT  her  Tast  empire,  and  her  Instmctioos.  supposed 
to  be  written  by  herself,  for  gnidii^  their  delibera- 
tions and  asasdi^  their  labours.  Bat  then  sue  had 
resolTed  to  be  the  Semiiamis  of  the  North :  die 
■MisC  both  be  the  Cooqoeror  of  Empire*,  the 
Foonder  of  Cities,  and  the  Giver  of  Law?.  Bet 
as  it  was  jocomparabh-  mare  easy  for  an  absolute 
soverMgn  at  the  head  of  fiwty 
s«A>iecCiEs  vith  a  Tast.  impr  — 

if  ru".-       _    -  -  _. ...    J 
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subdue  otker  countries,  than  to  improve  her  own, 
and  to  extend  the  numbers  of  her  vassals,  than  to 
increase  tlieir  happiness  or  their  civilization,  she 
fiviled  in  all  the  more  harmless,  or  beneficent  parts 
of  her  schemes,  while  slie  unhappily  succeeded  in 
many  of  her  warlike  and  unprincipled  projects; 
and  she  easily  rested  satisfied  with  the  name  of 
civil  wisdom,  and  the  mere  outward  semblance  of 
plans  for  internal  improvement,  while  she  enjoyed 
the  sad  reality  of  territorial  aggrandisement  through 
cruelty  and  violence.  The  court  she  paid  to  men 
of  letters  obtained  a  prompt  repayment  in  flattery ; 
and  they  lavished  upon  her  never-ending,  never- 
executed  plans  of  administration  the  praises  to 
which  a  persevering  and  successfid  execution  of 
them  would  alone  have  given  her  a  title.  Pleased, 
satisfied  with  these  sounds,  she  thought  no  more  of 
the  matter,  and  her  name  has  come  down  to  our 
times,  though  close  adjoining  her  own,  stript  of 
every  title  to  respect  for  excellence  in  any  one  de- 
partment of  civil  wisdom,  while  her  unprincipled 
policy  in  foreign  affairs  has  survived  her  and  still 
afflicts  mankind. 

A  woman  of  her  commanding  talents,  however, 
had  other  holds  over  tlie  favour  of  literary  men 
than  the  patronage  which  her  station  enabled  her 
to  dispense.  Beside  maintaining  a  kind  of  literary 
envoy  at  Paris  in  the  person  of  Grimm,  she  invited 
Diderot  to  St.  Petersburgh,  and  purchased  D'Alem- 
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berfs  library  ;  patronised  the  ilhistrious  Enler,  and 
gratified  otliers  of  less  fame  by  admitting-  tliiiii  to 
the  familiar  society  of  a  great  monarch  ;  but  siie 
also  had  abilities  and  information  enoiii:^h  to  relish 
their  conversation,  and  to  bear  her  part  in  it  npon 
nearly  equal  terms.  She  had  the  niaidy  sense,  too, 
so  far  superior  to  tiie  demeanour  of  Frederic  and 
the  other  spoilt  chihiren  of  royiil  nurseries,  that  no 
breach  of  etiquette,  no  unbecoming'  familiirity  of 
her  lettered  guests  ever  offended  her  pride,  or 
roused  her  oHicial  dignity  for  an  instant.  Ditlerot 
used  to  go  so  far  in  tlie  heat  of  argument  as  to 
slaj)  Iier  on  the  shoulder  or  knee  uith  the  '•  ciil- 
portfiiicid  "  of  a  French  '•  iuvaiit"  and  lie  only 
excited  a  smile  in  the  well-natured  and  truly  supe- 
rior person  whose  rank  and  even  sex  he  had  for 
the  moment  forgotten.  Her  Avritings,  too,  are  by 
no  means  despicable  ;  but  the  difficulty  of  ascer- 
taining that  any  work  published  by  an  I^mpress- 
regnant  proceeds  from  her  own  pen  deprives  cri- 
ticism of  all  interest  as  coimected  with  her  literary 
reputation.  The  most  important  of  her  books,  in- 
deed, her  Instructions  to  the  Commission  for  com- 
posing a  Code  of  Laws,  published  in  1770,  makes 
little  or  no  pretension  to  originality,  as  whatever  it 
has  of  value  is  closely  copied  from  the  work  of 
Beccaria.  The  great  variety  of  her  subjects  is  cal- 
culated to  augment  our  suspicions  that  she  made 
books  as  she  ma  le  war,  by  deputy — by  orders  from 
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head-quarters.  Legislation,  history,  travels,  criti- 
*  cisni,  dramatic  pieces  of  various  kinds,  political  and 
moral  romances— all  pass  under  her  name  as  the 
occupation  of  her  leisure  hours  and  the  fruits  of 
her  prolific  pen. 

It  would  be  unjust,  however,  to  deny  that  science 
owes  her  important  obligations.  Her  patronage  of 
the  Academy  of  Petersburgh  was  unremitting,  and 
it  was  unaccompanied  by  undue  interference,  the 
great  drawback  on  all  public  patronage  of  letters 
or  literary  men,  which  so  often  more  than  balances 
the  benefits  it  is  calculated  to  bestow.  Flourish- 
ing under  her  auspices,  it  gave  to  the  world  some 
of  the  most  valuable  of  Euler's  profound  and  ori- 
ginal researclies.  The  journeys  of  Pallas  and 
Gmelin  were  directed  and  supported  by  her,  and 
they  explored  the  hitherto  unknown  regions  of  tlie 
Caucasus,  ascertained  their  resources,  and  described 
their  productions.  Dispatched  by  her  orders,  Bil- 
lings explored  the  Eastern,  and  Blomager  the 
Northern  Ocean.  Nor  were  some  beginnings 
wanting  under  her  reign  to  establish  scliools  for 
teaching  the  more  elementary  branches  of  know- 
ledge to  her  untutored  people.* 

Beside  these  worthy  and  useful  works  she  made 
some  little  improvements  upon   the  judicial    and 

*  Tlie  attention  paid  to  education  at  the  present  day  in 
Russia  is  truly  praiseworthy;  and  might  make  nations 
ashamed  that  pretend  to  far  greater  civility  and  refinement. 
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financial  ailininistrafion  of  lier  cnipirc,  and  corrcftud 
a  voiy  i'vw  of  tlii'  more  flaL^i-ant  abuses,  the  proilnce 
of  a  darker  age,  which  even  in  Russia  could  hardly 
stand  their  ground  amidst  the  light  of  the  eighteenth 
centurj'.  15ut  tlie  fragments  of  her  reforming  or 
im|)roving  schemes  which  alone  have  remained 
behind  lier,  bear  the  most  inconsideraI)!e  proijor- 
tion  to  tiie  bulk  of  the  designs  iliemselves  ;  and 
of  all  the  towns  she  began  to  Imild,  the  canals  she 
planned,  the  colonies  she  planted,  the  manufactories 
she  established,  the  legislation  she  chalked  out,  the 
thousand-and-onc  institutions  of  charity,  of  learn- 
ing, of  industry',  she  founded,  the  very  names  have 
perished,  and  the  situations  been  buried  in  ob- 
livion, leaving  oidy  the  reputation  to  their  author 
of  realising  Joseph's  just  though  severe  picture,  of 
a  "  Sovereign  who  l)egan  everything  and  finished 
nothing." 

On  the  whole,  the  history  of  Princes  affords  few 
examples  of  such  talents  and  such  force  of  eliaracter 
on  a  throne  so  diverted  from  all  good  purposes, 
and  perverted  to  the  working  of  so  much  mischief. 
There  have  been  few  abler  monarchs  in  any  part 
of  the  world.  It  may  well  be  doubted  if  there  has 
been  one  as  bad  in  all  tlie  important  particulars  in 
wlicli  the  worth  or  tlie  wickedness  of  rulers  tells 
the  most  powerfully  upon  the  happiness  oF  the 
world. 

The  accidental  circumstance  of  sex  has  some- 
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times  led  fo  instituting  comparisons  of  Catherine 
^vith  our  Elizabeth  ;  but  the  points  of  resemblance 
were  few.  Both  possessed  a  very  strong,  masculine 
understanding ;  both  joined  to  comprehensive  views, 
the  firm  resolution  without  which  nothing-  o-reat  is 
ever  achieved  ;  both  united  a  vehement  love  of 
power  with  a  determination  never  to  brook  their 
authority  being  questioned ;  and  both  were  pre- 
pared, though  in  very  different  degrees,  to  sacrifice 
unscrupulously  those  whom  thej^  regarded  as  ob- 
stacles in  the  way  of  its  gratification.  Whether 
Elizabeth  in  the  place  of  Catherine  might  not  have 
become  more  daring-,  and  tlirowing  off  all  the 
restraints  imposed  by  the  Ecclesiastical  and  Parlia- 
mentary Constitution  of  her  country,  have  attained 
by  open  force  those  ends  which  she  was  obliged  to 
compass  by  intrigue,  is  a  matter  of  more  doubtful 
consideration.  Certainly  her  reign  is  sullied  by 
none  of  those  atrocious  crimes  which  cast  so  dark 
a  shade  on  the  memory  of  Catherine ;  nor  can  any 
comparison  be  fairly  made  between  the  act  which 
approaches  nearest  the  enormities  of  the  Nortliern 
Tyrant,  and  even  the  least  of  those  mighty  trans- 
gressions. 

The  passions  that  most  influence  the  sex,  present 
remarkable  points  botli  of  contrast  and  resemblance 
in  the  kind  of  empire  which  they  exercise  over 
these  great  sovereigns.  The  one  was  the  victim  of 
sensual  propensities,  over  which   she  exercised  no 
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kind  of  control  ;  tlie  otlier  carei'ully  avoided  even 
every  appearance  of  such  excesses.  So  dilierently 
were  they  constituted,  morally  as  well  as  piiysically, 
that  it  is  more  than  doubtfid  if  Catherine  ever 
felt  the  )>assioii  of  love,  or  Elizabeth  that  of  sex, 
while  the  latter  was  in  love  Mith  some  favourite  or 
other  all  her  life,  and  the  existence  of  the  former 
was  a  succession  of  the  grossest  amours.  But  in 
this  both  pursued  the  same  course,  tliat  tiie  favourite 
of  the  Moman  in  neither  case  ever  obtained  any 
sway  over  the  Queen  ;  and  that  the  sensual  a])pe- 
tites  of  the  one  and  the  tender  sentiments  of  the 
other,  were  alil^e  indulged  without  for  a  moment 
breaking  in  upon  the  scheme  of  their  political 
lives. 

Their  accession  to  the  thrones  of  their  respective 
kingdoms  was  marked  by  very  different  circum- 
stances ;  the  one  succeeding  by  inheritance  without 
a  possible  objection  to  her  right,  the  other  usurp- 
ing the  crown  without  the  shadow  of  any  title  at 
all.  Yet  the  sovereigTi  whose  title  was  indisputable 
had  far  more  perils  and  difficulties  to  encounter 
in  defending  her  possession,  tlian  she  who  claimed 
by  mere  force  in  contempt  of  all  right.  The  reli- 
o-ious  differences  wliieli  marshalled  the  Enerlish 
people  in  two  bitterly  hostile  divisions,  kept  Eliza- 
beth in  constant  anxiety  during  her  whole  reign, 
lest  the  disinclination  of  one  class  proving  stronger 
against  her   than    the  favour  of  the  other  iti   her 
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belialf,  attempts  upon  her  life  or  her  authority 
might  subvert  a  throne  founded  upon  every  ground 
of  law,  and  fortified  by  many  years  of  possession. 
Catherine  had  no  sooner  seized  upon  the  crown  of 
the  Czars  than  all  her  difficulties  vanislied,  and 
once  only  or  twice,  during  her  reign  of  between 
thirty  and  forty  years,  was  she  ever  molested  by 
any  threats  of  a  competition  for  her  crown.  It  is 
due  to  the  Englishwoman,  that  her  admirable  firm- 
ness and  clemency  combined  should  be  recorded  in 
these  untoward  circumstances.  No  alarm  for  her 
own  safety  urged  her  to  adopt  any  cruel  expedients, 
or  to  consult  her  security  by  unlawful  means ;  nor 
did  she  ever  but  once  seek  a  justification  of  law- 
less conduct  in  the  extraordinary  difficulties  and 
even  dangers  of  her  position.  Catherine,  who  had 
walked  to  supreme  power  over  her  husband's  corpse, 
easily  defended  her  sceptre  by  the  same  instruments 
which  had  enabled  her  to  grasp  it.  The  single 
instance  in  which  Elizabeth  shed  a  rival's  blood 
for  her  own  safety,  admitted  of  extenuation,  if  it 
could  not  be  justified,  by  the  conspiracy  detected 
against  her  life ;  and  the  times  she  lived  in,  render- 
ing assassination  perilous,  instead  of  murdering  her 
rival  in  a  dungeon,  she  at  least  brought  her  charges 
openly  into  a  court  of  inquiry,  and  had  her  tried, 
judged,  executed,  under  colour  of  law  before  the 
face  of  the  world. 

In  one  thing,  and  in  one  alone,  the  inferiority  of 
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tlie  EngHshwomaii  to  flie  Gennau  nuist  be  ad- 
mitted ;  and  this  arose  from  tiie  ditiereiit  clrciim- 
staiiees  of  tlie  two  Sovereiurns,  and  the  feebler 
authority  MJth  wliich  the  former  was  invested. 
Through  lier  whole  reign  she  was  a  dissendjler,  a 
jirctender,  a  hypocrite.  Whether  in  steering  her 
crooked  way  between  rival  sects,  or  in  accommo- 
dating herself  to  conflicting  factions,  or  in  i)ursuing 
the  course  she  had  resolved  to  follow  anudst  the 
various  opinions  of  the  people,  she  ever  displayed 
a  degree  of  cunning  and  faithlessness  which  it  is 
impossible  to  contemplate  without  disgust.  But  if 
there  be  any  one  passage  of  her  life  which  calls 
forth  this  sentiment  more  than  another,  it  is  her 
vile  conduct  respecting  the  execution  of  Mary 
Stuart — her  hateful  duplicity,  her  execrable  trea- 
chery towards  the  instruments  she  used  and  sacri- 
ficed, her  cowardly  skulking  behind  those  instru- 
ments to  escape  the  censures  of  tlie  world.  This 
was  the  crowning  act  of  a  w  hole  life  of  despicable 
fraud  and  hypocrisy  ;  and,  from  the  necessity  of 
resorting  to  this,  Catherine's  more  absolute  power 
set  her  free :  not  that  the  Empress's  history  is  un- 
accompanied with  traits  of  a  like  kind.  When  her 
troops  had  sacketl  the  suburbs  of  Warsaw',  and  con- 
siunmated  the  partition  of  Poland  by  the  butchery 
of  thousands  of  her  victims,  she  had  the  blasphe- 
mous effrontery  to  celebrate  a  Te  Deion  in  the 
metropolitan  cathedral,   and  to  promulgate  an  ad- 
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dress  to  the  people,  professing  "  to  cherish  for 
them  the  tender  feelings  of  a  mother  toward  her 
offspring."  It  vexes  the  faith  of  pious  men  to 
witness  scenes  like  tliese,  and  not  see  the  fires  of 
Heaven  descend  to  smite  the  guilty  and  impious 
actors. 

In  the  whole  conduct  of  their  respective  govern- 
ments it  would  be  hard  to  find  a  greater  contrast 
than  is  exhibited  by  these  two  famous  princesses. 
While  Catherine  sacrificed  everything  to  outward 
show  in  her  domestic  administration,  Elizabeth 
looked  ever  and  only  to  the  substance ;  the  former 
caring  nothing  how  her  people  fared  or  her  realms 
were  administered,  so  she  had  the  appearance  of 
splendour  and  filled  the  world  with  her  name  ;  tlie 
latter,  intent  upon  the  greatest  service  which  a 
sovereign  in  her  circumstances  could  perform,  the 
allaying  the  religious  dissensions  that  distracted  all 
classes  of  her  subjects,  and  maintaining  her  crown 
independent  of  all  foreign  dictation.  Assuming 
the  sceptre  over  a  barbarous  people  scattered 
through  a  boundless  desert,  Catherine  found  the 
most  formidable  obstacles  opposed  by  nature  to 
what  was  obviously  prescribed  by  the  circum- 
stances of  her  position  as  her  first  duty,  the  diffus- 
ing among  her  rude  subjects  the  blessings  of  civili- 
zation ;  but  desirous  only  of  the  fame  which  could 
be"  reaped  from  sudden  operations,  and  impatient  of 
the  slow  progress  by  which  natural  improvement 
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must  ever  proceed,  she  overcame  not  tliose  ob- 
stacles, and  left  her  country  in  the  state  in  which 
it  would  have  been  whoever  had  lilled  her  place. 
Succeeding-  to  the  throne  of  a  nation  torn  by  fac- 
tion, and  ruled  by  a  priesthood  at  once  tyrannical 
and  intolerant,  Klizabeth,  by  wise  forbearance, 
imited  to  perfect  steadiness  of  purpose,  In'  a  judi- 
cious use  of  her  influence  wheresoever  her  eye,  in- 
cessantly watchful,  perceived  that  her  interpo.-ilion 
could  help  the  riiiht  cause,  above  all,  by  teaching 
each  sect  that  she  would  be  the  servant  of  none 
while  disposed  to  be  the  friend  of  all,  and  would 
lend  her  support  to  that  faith  which  her  conscience 
approved  without  suflbring  its  professors  to  oppress 
those  of  rival  creeds,  left  her  country  in  a  state  of 
peace  at  home  as  remarkable  and  as  beneficial  as 
the  respect  which  her  connnanding  talents  and  de- 
termined conduct  imposed  on  foreign  nations. 

The  aggrandisement  of  the  Russian  empire  dur- 
ing Catherine's  time,  at  once  the  monument  of  her 
■worst  crimes  and  the  source  of  the  influence  ever 
since  exerted  by  her  successors  over  the  aflliirs  of 
Europe,  has  been  felt  by  all  the  other  powers  as 
the  just  punishment  of  their  folly  in  permitting 
Poland  to  be  despoiled,  and  by  none  more  than 
those  w  ho  were  the  accomplices  in  that  foul  trans- 
action. It  is  almost  the  only  part  of  her  adminis- 
tration that  remains  to  signalise  her  reign  ;  but  as 
long  as  mankind  persist  in  preferring  for  the  sub- 
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ject  of  tlieir  eulogies  mighty  feats  of  power,  to 
useful  and  virtuous  policy,  the  Empress  Catherine's 
name  will  be  commemorated  as  synonymous  with 
greatness.  The  services  of  Elizabeth  to  her  j^eople 
are  of  a  far  higher  order ;  it  is  probable  that  they 
owe  to  her  the  maintenance  of  their  national  inde- 
pendence ;  and  it  is  a  large  increase  of  the  debt  of 
gratitude  thus  incurred  to  this  great  princess,  that 
ruling  for  lialf  a  century  of  troublous  times,  she 
ruled  in  almost  uninterrupted  peace,  while  by  the 
vigour  of  her  councils,  and  the  firmness  of  her  mas- 
culine spirit,  she  caused  the  alliance  of  England  to 
be  courted,  and  her  name  feared  by  all  surrounding 
nations. 

If,  finally,  we  apply  to  these  two  Sovereigns  the 
surest  test  of  genius  and  the  best  measure  of  success 
in  their  exalted  station — the  comparative  merits  of 
the  m.en  by  whom  they  were  served — the  German 
sinks  into  insignificance,  while  the  EnglisIiAvoman 
shines  with  surpassing  lustre.  Among  the  minis- 
ters Avho  served  Catherine,  it  would  be  difficult  to 
name  one  of  whom  tlie  lapse  of  forty  years  has  left 
any  remembrance :  but  as  Elizabeth  never  had  a 
man  of  inferior,  hardly  one  of  middling  capacity  in 
her  service,  so  to  this  day,  at  the  distance  of  be- 
tween two  and  three  centuries,  when  any  one  would 
refer  to  the  greatest  statesmen  in  the  history  of 
England,  he  turns  instinctively  to  the  Good  Times 
of  the  Virgin  Queen. 


(  -'-11   ) 


A  P  P  E  N  1)  I  X. 


I. 

The  kindness  of  a  most  accomplished  and  venerable  person, 
the  ornament  of  a  former  age,  and  furtunately  still  preserved 
to  enlighten  the  present  (1830),  has  permitted  the  insertion 
of  the  following  interesting  note: — 

"  A  circnnistauce  attended  Lord  Chatham's  eloqtient  in- 
vective against  our  employment  of  tlie  Indians  in  the  Ame- 
rican war,  which  we  have  not  handed  down  to  us  along 
Mitb  it,  but  which  could  hardly  fail  to  be  noticed  at  the 
time.  The  very  same  thing  hnd  been  done  in  the  former 
war  carried  on  in  Canada  by  his  authority  and  under  his 
own  immediate  superintendence;  the  French  had  arrayed  a 
tribe  of  these  savage  warriors  against  us,  and  we,  without 
scruple,  arrayed  another  against  them.  This  he  thought 
fit  to  deny  in  the  most  positive  manner,  although  the  mi- 
nisters offered  to  produce  documents  written  by  himself 
that  proved  it  from  among  the  papers  at  the  Secretary's 
office.  A  warm  debate  ensued,  and  at  length  Lord  Am- 
herst, the  General  who  had  commanded  our  troops  in  that 
Canadian  war,  was  so  loudly  appealed  to  on  all  sides,  that 
it  compelled  him  to  rise,  and,  most  unwillingly  (for  he 
greatly  respected  Lord  Chatham),  folter  out  a  few  words ; 
enough,  however,  to  acknowledge  the  fact — a  fact  admitted 
generally,  and  even  assumed  by  the  opposition  lords  who 
spoke  afterwards.  They  seemed  to  lay  the  question  quietly 
by  as  far  as  it  concerned  Lord  Chatham's  veracity,  and 
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only  insisted  upon  the  difFereiice  between  the  two  wars — 
the  one  foreign,  the  other  civil ;  arguing  also,  that  we 
might  have  been  under  some  necessity  of  using  retaliation, 
since  the  French  certainly  first  began  the  practice  so  justly 
abhori'ed.  The  Annual  Register  for  1777  states,  that  Mr. 
Burke  took  the  same  course  in  the  House  of  Commons. 

"  Upon  hearing  what  had  passed  in  the  House  of  Lords, 
Lord  Bute  exclaimed  with  astonishment — '  Did  Pitt  really 
deny  it?^Why,  I  have  letters  of  his  still  bj'  me,  singing 
lo  Pa  arts  over  the  advantages  we  gained  through  our 
Indian  allies.'  Could  what  he  thus  said  have  been  untrue, 
when  it  was  almost  a  soliloquy  spoken  rather  before  than  to 
his  wife  and  daughters,  the  only  persons  present?  The 
letters  he  mentioned  were  probably  neither  official  nor  con- 
fidential, but  such  common  notes  as  might  pass  between 
him  and  Lord  Chatham  while  still  upon  a  footing  of  some 
intimacy. 

"It  must  be  observed  that,  in  1777,  Lord  Bute  had  long 
withdrawn  from  all  political  connexions,  lived  in  great  re- 
tirement, and  had  no  intercourse  whatever  with  the  people 
then  in  power." 


IL 

The  following  very  interesting  letter  is  from  the  youngest 
and  only  surviving  daughter  of  Lord  North.  All  comment 
upon  its  merits  or  its  value  is  superfluous : — 

"  My  dear  Lord  Brougham, 
"  You  mentioned  to  me  the  other  night  your  intention 
of  writing  the  character  of  my  fiithei%'Jo  be  placed  among 
some  other  characters  of  the  statesmen  of  the  last  century, 
that  you  are  preparing  for  the  press,  and  at  the  same  time 
stated  the  difficulty  of  describing  a  man  of  whom  you  had 
had  no  personal  knowledge.  This  conversation  has  in- 
duced me  to  cast  back  my  mind  to  the  days  of  my  child- 
hood and  early  youth,  that  I  may  give  you  such  impres- 
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sions  of  my  fatla-r's  privnte  life  as  those  lecolk-ctions  will 
atldi'd. 

'•  Lord  Noitli  WHS  bom  in  April,  17.'!.$;  he  was  educated 
at  Eton  school,  a ud  then  at  Triiuty  College,  Oxford ;  and 
be  completed  his  academical  studies  with  the  reputation  of 
being  a  very  accomplished  and  elepant  classical  scholar. 
He  liicn  passed  thrive  years  upon  the  Continent,  re.-iding 
succesttively  in  Germany,  Italy,  and  France,  and  acquiring 
the  huifrnages  of  those  countries,  partictdnriy  of  the  last. 
He  spoke  French  with  p-cat  fluency  and  corrcctncrs ;  this 
acquirement,  together  with  the  observations  he  had  made 
upon  the  men  and  manners  of  the  connfric  he  had  vi--ited, 
gave  him  what  Madame  de  Stail  called  l'cs})ril  Kiiropt'eu, 
and  enabled  him  to  be  as  agreeable  a  man  in  Paris,  Naples, 
and  Vienna  as  he  was  iu  London.  Among  the  lighter  ac- 
complishments he  actiuiri'd  upon  the  Continent  was  that  of 
daneinpr :  I  have  been  told  that  he  danced  the  most  crraceful 
minuet  of  any  young  man  of  his  day :  this,  I  must  own, 
surprised  me,  who  remember  him  only  with  a  corpulent 
heavy  figure,  the  movements  of  which  were  rendered  more 
awkward  and  were  impeded  by  his  extreme  near-sighted- 
ness before  he  became  totally  blind.  In  his  youth,  how- 
ever, his  figure  was  slight  and  slim ;  his  face  was  always 
plain,  but  agreeable,  owing  to  its  habitual  expression  of 
cheerfulness  and  good  humour;  though  itgave  no  indication 
of  the  brightness  of  his  miderstanding. 

"  Soon  after  his  return  to  England,  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
tlireo,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Speck,  of  AVhitelackir.gton 
Park,  Somersetshire,  a  girl  of  si.\teen ;  she  was  plain  iu  her 
person,  but  bad  excellent  good  sense ;  and  was  bles-ed  with 
angular  mildness  and  placiiiity  of  temper.  She  w;s  also 
not  deficient  in  humour,  and  her  conversational  powers  were 
by  no  means  contemptible;  but  she,  like  tlie  rest  of  the 
world,  delighted  in  her  husband's  conversation,  and  being 
by  nature  shy  and  indolent,  was  contented  to  be  a  happy 
listener  during  his  life,  and  after  his  death  her  spirits  were 
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too  much  broken  down  for  her  to  care  what  she  was.  Whe- 
ther they  had  been  in  love  with  each  other  when  they  mar- 
ried I  don't  know,  but  I  am  sure  there  never  Mas  a  more 
liappy  union  than  theirs  during  the  thirty-six  years  that  it 
lasted.  I  never  saw  an  unkind  look,  or  heard  an  unkind 
w^ord  pass  between  them ;  his  affectionate  attachment  to  her 
was  as  unabated,  as  her  love  and  admiration  of  him. 

"  Lord  North  came  into  office  first,  as  one  of  the  Lords  of 
the  Treasury,  I  believe,  about  the  j"ear  17C3,  and  in  17G5  he 
was  appointed  as  one  of  the  Joint  Paymasters.*  In  17C9 
he  became  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  and  some  yeai'S 
after  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury.  He  never  would  allow 
us  to  call  him  Prime  Minister,  saying,  there  was  no  such 
thing  in  the  British  Constitution.  He  continued  in  office 
thirteen  years :  during  the  three  last  he  was  most  anxious 
to  retire,  but  he  suffered  himself  to  be  overcome  by  the 
earnest  entreaties  of  George  III.  that  he  should  remain. 
At  length,  the  declining  majorities  in  the  House  of  Com- 
mons made  it  evident  that  there  must  be  a  change  of  minis- 
try, and  the  King  was  obliged  reluctantly  to  receive  his 
resignation.  Tliis  was  a  great  relief  to  his  mind;  for, 
although  I  do  not  believe  that  my  father  ever  entertained 
any  doubt  as  to  the  justice  of  the  American  war,  yet  I  am 
sure  that  he  wished  to  have  made  peace  three  years  before 
its  termination.  I  perfectly  recollect  the  satisfaction  ex- 
pressed by  my  mother  and  ray  elder  sisters  upon  this  occa- 
sion, and  my  own  astonishment  at  it ;  being  at  that  time  a 

*  An  anecdote  is  related  of  his  Paymastership  which  will 
paint,  though  in  homely  colours,  his  habitual  good  liumour. 
He  was  somewhat  disappointed  at  finding  he  had  a  colleague 
who  was  to  divide  the  emoluments  of  the  office,  which  was 
then  chiefly  prized  for  its  large  perquisites.  The  day  he 
took  possession  of  the  official  house  a  dog  had  dirtied  the 
hall,  and  Lord  North,  ringing  for  the  servant,  told  him  to 
be  sure,  in  clearing  the  nastiness  away,  that  he  took  half 
of  it  to  his  colleague,  as  it  was  a  perquisite  of  the  Joint 
office. — Editok. 
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girl  of  eleven  years  old,  and  hearing  in  the  nursery  the 
lamentations  of  the  women  about  '  My  Lord's  going  out  of 
power'  (viz.,  the  power  of  making  their  liusbands  tide- 
waiters),  I  tliought  going  out  of  power  must  Ini  a  sad  thing, 
and  that  all  the  family  were  erazy  to  rejoice  at  it ! 

"  It  is  hardly  necessary  to  say  that  Lord  North  was  per- 
fectly clean  handed  and  pure  iu  money  matters,  and  that  he 
left  office  a  poorer  man  than  when  he  came  into  it.     Ilia 
father  being  still  living  at  that  time,  his  income  would  have 
scantily  provided  for  the  education  and  maintenance  of  his 
six  children,  and   for   the   support  of  his  habitual,  though 
unostentatious  hospitality,  but  the  office  of  Lord  \\'arden  of 
the  Cinque  Ports  becoming  vacant,  tlie  King  conferred  it 
upon  hira.     His  circumstances,  by  this  means,  became  ade- 
quate to  liis  wiblies,  as  he  had  no  expensive  tastes,  or  love  of 
splendour;  but  he  was  thoroughly  liberal,  and  had  great 
enjoyment  in  social   intercourse,  which  even  in  those  days 
was  not  to  be  had  without  expense.     Lord  \orth  did  not 
long  continue  out  of  office,  the  much  criticised  Coalition 
taking  place  the  year  following,  1783.     The  proverb  says, 
'  Necessity  acquaints  us  with  strange  bedfellows :'  it  is  no 
less  true  that  dislike  of  a  third  party  reconciles  adversaries. 
Aly  eldest  brother  was  a  Whig  by  nature,  and  an  enthusi- 
astic admirer  of  Mr.   Fox ;    he,  together  with  Mr.  Adam, 
and  Mr.  Eden  (afterwards  Lord  Auckland),  were,  I  believe, 
the  chief  promoters  of  the  Coalition.     My  mother,  I  re- 
member, was  averse  to  it,  not  that  she  troubled  her  head 
with  being  a  Tory  or  a  Whig,  but  she  feared  it  would  com- 
promise her  husband's  political  consistency.     I  do  not  pre- 
tend to  give  any  opinion  upon  this  subject,  having  been  too 
young  at  the  time  to  form  any,  and  since  I  grew  up  I  have 
always  been  too  decided  a  Whig  myself  to  be  a  fair  judge. 
This  ministry,  in  which  Mr.  Fox  was  at  the  head  of  the 
Foreign,  Lord  North  of  the  Home  Office,  and  the  Duke  of 
Portland  of  the  Treasury,  lasted  but  a  few  months :  in  1 784 
Mr.  Pitt  began  his  long  administration.     My  father,  after 
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he  was  out  of  office,  attended  Parliament,  and  sometimes 
spoke  and  voted,  independent  of  the  opinions  of  bis  new 
allies;  but  this  made  no  difference  in  the  cordiality  of 
their  friendship,  which  remained  unimpaired  to  the  end  of 
his  life. 

"  I  will  now  attempt  to  give  you  my  impressions  of  my 
father's  style  of  conversation  and  character  in  private  life. 
His  wit  was  of  the  most  genuine  and  playful  kind ;  he  re- 
lated (narroit)  remarkably  well,  and  liked  conversing  upon 
literary  subjects ;  yet  so  completely  were  all  these  ingre- 
dients mixed  and  amalgamated  by  good  taste,  that  you 
would  never  have  described  him  as  a  sayer  of  bon  mots,  or 
a  teller  of  good  stories,  or  as  a  man  of  literature,  but  as  a 
most  agreeable  member  of  society  and  truly  delightful  com- 
panion. His  manners  were  those  of  a  high-bred  gentleman, 
particularly  easy  and  natural ;  indeed,  good  breeding  was 
so  marked  a  part  of  his  character,  that  it  would  have  been 
affectation  in  him  to  have  been  otherwise  than  well  bred. 
With  such  good  taste  and  good  breeding,  his  raillery  could 
not  fail  to  be  of  the  best  sort — always  amusing  and  never 
wounding.  He  was  the  least  fastidious  of  men,  possessing 
the  happy  art  of  extracting  any  good  that  there  was  to  be 
extracted  out  of  anybody.  He  never  would  let  his  children 
call  people  hores ;  and  I  remember  the  triumphant  joy  of 
the  family,  when,  after  a  tedious  visit  from  a  very  prosy 
and  empty  man,  he  exclaimed,  '  Well,  that  man  is  an  in- 
sufferable bore  !'  He  used  frequently  to  have  large  parties 
of  foreigners  and  distinguished  persons  to  dine  with  him  at 
Bushy  Park.  He  was  himself  the  life  and  soul  of  those 
parties.  To  have  seen  him  then,  you  would  have  said  that 
he  was  there  in  his  true  element.  Yet  I  think  that  he  had 
really  more  enjoyment  when  he  went  into  the  country  on  a 
Saturday  and  Sunday,  with  only  his  own  family,  or  one  or 
two  intimate  friends :  he  then  entered  into  all  the  jokes  and 
fun  of  his  children,  was  the  companion  and  intimate  friend 
of  his  elder  sons  and  daughters,  and  the  merry,  entertaining 
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plajfV'llow  of  liis  little  girl,  who  was  five  years  younger 
than  any  of  the  others.  To  his  servants  he  was  a  most 
kind  and  indulgent  master:  if  provoked  by  stupidity  or  im- 
pertinence, a  few  hasty,  impatient  words  might  es»ea])e  him ; 
but  I  never  saw  him  really  out  of  htivwur.  lie  had  a 
drunken,  stupid  groom,  who  used  to  provoke  him  ;  and 
who,  from  this  uneoninion  circumstance,  was  called  liy  the 
children  '  the  man  that  puts  papa  in  a  passion ;'  and  I  think 
he  continued  all  his  life  ])Uftiiig  papa  in  a  passion,  and  being 
forgiven,  for  I  la-lieve  lie  died  in  his  service. 

"In  the  year  1787  Lord  North's  sight  began  rapidly  to 
fail  him,  and  in  the  course  of  a  few  months  he  became 
totally  blind,  in  eonsoiuence  of  a  palsy  on  the  optic  nerve. 
His  nerves  had  always  been  very  excitable,  and  it  is  pro- 
bable that  the  anxiety  of  mind  which  he  suffered  during 
the  unsuccessful  contest  with  America,  still  more  than  his 
necessary  application  to  writing,  brought  on  this  calamity, 
which  he  bore  with  the  most  admirable  patience  and  resig- 
nation ;  nor  did  it  affect  his  general  cheerfulness  in  society. 
But  the  privation  of  all  power  of  dissipating  his  mind  by- 
outward  objects  or  of  solitary  occupation  could  not  fail  to 
produce  at  times  extreme  depression  of  spirits,  especially  as 
the  malady  proceeded  from  the  disordered  state  of  his 
nerves.  These  fits  of  depression  seldom  occurred,  except 
during  sleepless  nights,  when  my  mother  used  to  read  to 
him,  until  he  was  amused  out  of  them,  or  put  to  sleep. 

"  In  the  evenings,  in  Grosvenor-square,  our  house  was  the 
resort  of  the  best  company  that  London  afforded  at  that 
time.  Mr.  Fox,  Mr.  Burke,  Mr.  Sheridan,  occasionally ; 
and  Lord  Stormont,  Lord  John  Townsheud,  Mr.  Windham, 
Sir  James  Erskine,  afterwards  Lord  Kosslyn,  his  uncle, 
then  Lord  Loughborough,  habitually  frequented  our  draw- 
ing-room: these,  with  various  young  men  and  women,  his 
children's  friends,  and  whist-playing  ladies  for  my  mother, 
completed  the  society.  My  father  always  liked  the  com- 
pany of  young  people,  especially  of  young  women  who  were 
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sensible  and  lively ;  and  we  used  to  accuse  him  of  often  re- 
joicing when  his  old  political  friends  left  his  side  and  were 
succeeded  by  some  lively  young  female.  Lord  North,  when 
he  was  out  of  office,  had  no  private  secretary ;  even  after  he 
became  blind, his  daughters,  particularly  the  two  elder,  read 
to  him  by  turns,  wrote  his  letters,  led  him  in  his  walks,  and 
were  his  constant  companions. 

"In  1792  his  health  began  to  decline:  he  lost  his  sleep 
and  his  appetite ;  his  legs  swelled,  and  symptoms  of  dropsy 
were  apparent.     At  last,  after  a  peculiarly  uneasy  night,  he 
questioned  his  friend  and  physician.  Dr.  Warren,  begging 
him  not  to  conceal  the  truth :  the  result  was,  that  Dr.  War- 
ren owned  that  water  had  formed  upon  the  chest,  that  he 
could  not  live  many  days,  and  that  a  few  hours  might  put  a 
period  to  his  existence.     He  received  this  news  not  only 
Avith  firmness  and  pious  resignation,  but  it  in  no  way  altered 
the  serenity  and  cheerfulness  of  his  manners ;  and  from  that 
hour,  during  the  remaining  ten  days  of  his  life,  he  had  no 
return  of  depression  of  spirits.      The  first  step  he  took, 
when  aware  of  his  immediate  danger,  was  to  desire  that 
Mr.  John  Robinson  (commonly  known  by  the  name  of  the 
Rat-catcher)  and  Lord  Auckland  might  be  sent  for ;   they 
being  the  only  two  of  his  political  friends  whose  desertion 
had  hurt  and  offended  him,  he  wished  before  his  death  to 
shake  hands  cordially,  and  to  forgive  them.     They  attended 
the  summons  of  course,  and  the  reconciliation  was  effected. 
My  father    had    always    delighted    in  hearing   his  eldest 
daughter.  Lady  Glenbervie,  read  Shakspeare,  which  she  did 
with  much  understanding  and  effect.     He  was  desirous  of 
still   enjoying   this  amusement.      In  the  existing  circum- 
stances, this  task  was  a  hard  one;  but  strong  affection,  the 
best  source  of  woman's  strength,  enabled  her  to  go  through 
it.     She  read  to  him  great  part  of  every  day  with  her  usual 
spirit,  though  her  heart  was  dying  within  her.     No  doubt 
she  was  supported  by  the  Almighty  in  the  pious  work  of 
solacing  the  last  hours  of  her  almost  idolised  parent.     He 
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also  desired  to  have  tlie  French  newspapers  read  to  him. 
At  tliat  time  tliey  were  filled  with  alarming  symptoms  of 
the  liorrors  that  shortly  after  ensued.  UjKjn  hearing  them, 
he  said,  '  I  am  going,  and  thankful  I  am  that  I  shall  not 
witness  the  anareliy  and  Mixxlslu'd  wliii-h  will  soon  over- 
whelm that  uuliappy  country.'  He  expired  on  the  5th  of 
August,  17'J2. 

"  Lord  North  was  a  truly  pious  Christian  ;  and  (although 
from  his  political  view  of  the  subject;  1  believe  that  one  of 
the  last  speeches  he  made  in  Parliament  was  against  the 
repeal  of  the  Test  .\ct,  yet  his  religion  was  quite  free  from 
bigotry  or  intolerance,  and  consisted  more  in  the  beautiful 
spirit  of  Christian  benevolence  than  in  outward  and  formal 
obser^•ances.  His  character  iu  private  life  was,  I  believe, 
as  faultless  as  that  of  any  human  being  can  be ;  and  those 
actions  of  his  public  life  which  appear  to  have  been  the 
most  questionable,  proceeded,  I  am  entirely  convinced,  from 
what  one  must  own  was  a  weakness,  though  not  an  unami- 
able  one,  and  which  followed  him  through  his  life,  the  want 
of  power  to  resist  the  influence  of  those  he  loved. 

"  I  remain, 

"  My  dear  Lord, 
"  Gratefully  and  sincerely  yours, 
"  Green-street,  "  Cuarlotte  Lindsay. 

"  Februa/i/  the  18///,  1839." 


HI. 

Elizabeth's  Conduct  to  Mari/,  Queen  of  Scots.* 
The  whole  subject  of  Mary's  conduct  has  been  involved  in 
controversy,  chiefly  by  the  partisans  of  the  House  of  Stuart 

•  This  Appendix  has  been  added  in  deference  to  the  sug- 
gestion of  a  friend,  whose  sound  judgment  and  correct  taste 
are  entitled  to  command  all  respect,  and  who  considered  that 
an  unjust  view  would  be  given  of  Elizabeth's  conduct  if  no 
addition  were  made  to  the  sketch  in  the  text. 
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after  the  Revolution,  and  somewhat  also  by  the  circumstance 
of  the  Catholic  party  in  both  England  and  Scotland  taking 
her  part  as  an  enemy  of  the  Refoi'med  religion.  pjlizabeth"s 
conduct  towards  her  has  also  in  a  considerable  degree  been 
made  the  subject  of  political  disputation.  But  it  may  safely 
be  affirmed  that  there  are  certain  facts,  -which  cannot  be 
doubted,  which  indeed  even  the  most  violent  partisans  of 
both  those  Pi-incesses  have  all  along  admitted,  and  which 
tend  to  throw  a  great,  though  certainly  a  very  unequal  de- 
gree of  blame  upon  both. — Let  us  first  of  all  state  those  un- 
questioned facts. 

1 .  It  is  certain  that  Darnley,  Mary's  second  husband,  was 
foully  murdered,  and  equally  certain  that  Mary  was  gene- 
rally suspected,  and  was  openly  charged,  as  an  accomplice 
in  the  murder,  if  not  the  contriver  of  the  crime. 

2.  Yet  it  is  equally  certain  that,  instead  of  taking  those 
active  steps  to  bring  the  perpetrators  to  punishment,  required 
both  by  conjugal  duty  and  by  a  just  desire  to  wipe  off  the 
stain  affixed  to  her  character,  she  allowed  a  mere  mock  trial 
to  take  place  which  outraged  every  principle  of  justice, 
while  she  refused  Lennox  the  father's  offers  of  evidence  to 
convict  the  murderers. 

3.  Bothwell  had  only  of  late  been  admitted  to  her  inti- 
mate society ;  he  was  a  man  of  coarse  manners  and  profligate 
character,  universally  accused  and  now  known  as  having 
been  the  principal  in  the  murder.  No  one  pretended  at  the 
time  seriously  to  doubt  his  guilt :  yet  immediately  after  the 
event  she  married  him,  and  married  him  with  a  mixture  of 
fraud,  a  pretence  of  being  forced  to  it,  so  coarse,  that  it 
could  deceive  nobody,  and  so  gross  as  only  to  be  exceeded  by 
the  still  grosser  pussion  which  actuated  her  whole  conduct. 

4.  That  he  was  married  when  their  intimacy  began,  is 
not  denied.  Nor  is  it  doubted  that  she  consented  to  marry 
him  before  his  former  marriage  had  been  dissolved. 

5.  The  divorce  which  dissolved  it  was  hurried  through 
the  Courts  in  four  days,  by  the  grossest  fraud  and  collusion 
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iH-tween  the  parties.  lU-nco  Mary  was  as  much  guilty  of 
higamy  in  marrying  him  as  was  tlit-  Duchess  of  Kingston 
two  centuries  later  ;  for  the  Duchess  produced  also  a  sentence 
of  separation  a  menmi  et  tlmro  in  her  defence,  obtained  with 
incomparaMy  greater  formality — hut  obtained  through  col- 
lusion, and  therefore  considered  as  a  nullity — and  she  was 
accordingly  convicted  of  the  felony. 

f).  These  acts  of  Mary's  were  of  so  abominable  a  nature 
that  all  rational  men  were  turned  away  from  supporting 
her,  and  her  deposition  was  almost  a  matter  of  course  in  any 
Christian  or  indeed  in  any  civilised  country. 

But  as  regards  Elizabeth  : 

1.  When  Mary  took  refuge  in  England,  all  her  previous 
misconduct  gave  Elizabeth  no  kind  of  title  to  detain  her  as 
a  prisoner,  nor  any  right  even  to  deliver  her  up  as  a  prisoner 
at  the  request  of  the  Scots,  had  they  demanded  her. 

2.  In  keeping  her  a  prisoner  for  twenty  years  under  va- 
rious pretexts,  Elizabeth  gave  her  ample  licence  and  com- 
plete justification  for  whatever  designs  she  might  form  to 
regain  her  liberty. 

3.  The  conspiracy  of  Norfolk  looked  only  to  the  main- 
taining of  her  strict  rights,  the  restoration  of  her  personal 
liberty,  and  her  marriage  with  that  ill-fatfd  nobleman, 
■which  she  was  willing  to  solemnise  as  soon  as  she  could  be 
divorced  from  Bothwell.  who  having  lived  for  some  years  as 
a  pirate,  afterwards  died  mad  in  a  Danish  prison. 

4.  Babingtons  conspiracy  included  rebellion  and  also  the 
assassination  of  Elizabeth ;  and  great  and  certainly  very 
fruitless  pains  are  taken  by  Mary's  partisans  to  rebut  the 
proofs  of  her  having  joined  in  it.  She,  indeed,  never  pre- 
tended to  resist  the  proof  that  she  was  a  party  to  the  conspi- 
-racy  in  general;  she  only  denied  her  knowledge  of  the  pro- 
jected assassination.  But  supposing  her  to  have  been  also 
cognisant  of  that,  it  seems  not  too  relaxed  a  view  of  duty  to 
hold  that  oue  sovereign  princess  detained  unjustifiably  in 
captivity  by  another  for  twenty  years,  has  a  right  to  use 
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even  extreme  measures  of  revenge.  In  self-defence  all  means 
are  justifiable,  and  Mary  had  no  other  means  than  war  to 
the  knife  against  her  oppressor. 

5.  For  this  accession  to  Babington's  conspiracy,  chiefly, 
she  "was  brought  to  trial  by  that  oppressor,  who  had  violated 
every  principle  of  justice  and  every  form  of  law,  in  holding 
her  a  prisoner  for  twenty  years. 

6.  Being  convicted  on  this  trial,  the  sentence  was  executed 
by  Elizabeth's  express  authority ;  although,  with  a  compli- 
cation of  falsehood  utterly  disgusting,  and  which  holds  her 
character  up  to  the  scorn  of  mankind  in  all  ages,  she  pre- 
tended that  it  had  been  done  without  her  leave  and  against 
her  will,  and  basely  ruined  the  unfortunate  man  who,  yield- 
ing to  her  commands,  had  conveyed  to  be  executed  the 
orders  she  had  signed  with  her  own  hand. 

The  pretence  upon  which  the  proceeding  of  the  trial  may 
the  most  plausibly  be  defended,  is,  that  a  Foreign  Prince 
while  in  this  country,  like  all  foreigners  within  its  bounds, 
is  subject  to  the  municipal  law,  and  may  be  punished  for  its 
violation.  This,  however,  is  a  groundless  position  in  law, 
even  if  the  Foreign  Prince  were  voluntarily  here  resident ; 
for  not  even  his  representative,  his  ambassador,  is  subject  to 
our  laws,  either  civil  or  criminal,  as  a  statute  declaratory  of 
the  former  law  has  distinctly  laid  down,*  although  at  an 
earlier  period  Cromwell  hanged  one  for  murder.  But  if  it 
be  said  that  this  part  of  international  law  had  not  been  well 
settled  in  the  sixteenth  century,  at  all  events  it  was  well 
known  then  that  no  power  can  have  a  right  to  seize  on  the 
person  of  a  Foreign  Prince  and  detain  him  prisoner :  and 
that,  consequently,  if  so  detained,  that  Foreign  Prince  owes 
no  allegiance  to  the  laws  of  the  realm. 

But  although  Elizabeth's  conduct  towards  Mary  Stuart  is 
wholly  unjustifiable,  and  fixes  a  deep  stain  upon  her  memory 
(blackened  still  more  by  the  gross  falsehood  and  hypocrisy 

*  The  Stat.  7  Anne,  c.  12. 
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•with  which  it  was  thickly  covered  over),  it  may  nevertheless 
1)0  said  that  she  merits  the  commendation  of  having  acted 
against  her  kinswoman  with  open  hostility,  and  sacrificed  her 
by  the  forms  at  least  of  a  trial,  instiad  of  jirocnring  her  life 
to  l)e  privately  taken  away.  A  little  reflection  will  remove 
any  sneh  argument  usid  in  mitigation  of  her  crime.  That 
she  prtll-rred  nuirdir  hy  due  course  of  law  to  nnnder  hy 
poison,  was  the  merit  of  the  age  rather  than  of  the  person. 
Two  centuries,  perhaps  one,  earlier,  she  would  have  used  the 
secret  services  of  the  gaoler  in  preference  to  the  puMic  pro- 
stitution of  the  judge.  Hut  she  knew  that  Mary's  death,  if 
it  happened  in  prison,  even  in  the  course  of  nature,  would 
always  lie  charged  upon  her  as  its  author;  and  she  was 
unwilling  to  load  her  name  with  the  shame,  even  if  she  cared 
not  how  her  conscience  might  be  burdened  with  the  piiilt. 
She  was  wfU  aware,  too,  of  the  formidable  party  which  Mary 
had  in  the  country,  and  dreaded  not  only  to  exasperate  the 
Catholic  body,  but  to  furnish  them  with  the  weapons  against 
herself  M-hich  so  great  an  outrage  on  the  feelings  of  mankind 
would  have  placed  in  their  hands.  Besides,  she  well  knew 
that  the  trial  was  a  matter  of  easy  execution  and  of  certain 
result.  She  was  delivered  over,  not  to  a  judge  and  jury  act- 
ing under  the  authority  of  the  law  in  its  ordinary  course  of 
administration,  but  to  forty  peers  and  privy  councillors,  se- 
lected by  Elizabeth  herself,  whose  very  numbers,  by  dividing 
the  responsibility,  made  their  submission  to  the  power  that 
appointed  them  amatter  of  perfect  ease,  and  the  conviction  of 
Mary  an  absolute  certainty.  In  every  view,  then,  which  can 
be  taken  of  the  case,  little  credit  can  accrue  to  Elizabeth  for 
preferring  a  mode  of  destroying  her  rival  quite  as  easy,  quite 
as  sure,  and  far  more  safe,  than  any  other :  Not  to  mention 
that  it  must  be  a  strange  kind  of  honour  which  can  stoop  to 
seek  the  wretched  credit  of  having  declined  to  commit  a 
midnight  murder,  rather  than  destroy  the  victim  by  an  open 
trial. 

If,  then,  it  be  asked  upon  what  grounds  Elizabeth's  me- 


254  APPENDIX. 

mory  has  escaped  the  execration  so  justly  due  to  it,  the 
answer  is  found  not  merely  in  the  splendour  of  her  other 
actions,  and  the  great  success  of  her  long  reign  under  cir- 
cumstances of  extraordinary  difficulty,  but  rather  in  the  pre- 
vious bad  conduct  of  Mary— the  utter  scorn  in  which  all 
mankind  held  her  except  those  whom  personal  attachment 
or  religious  frenzy  blinded — the  certain  effect  of  time  in 
opening  the  eyes  of  even  those  zealots,  when  her  truly  despi- 
cable conduct  came  to  be  considered — and  chiefly  in  the 
belief  that  she,  who  was  supposed  to  have  joined  in  the 
assassination  of  her  own  husband,  and  was  admitted  to  have 
married  his  brutal  murderer  while  his  hands  wei-e  still 
reeking  with  blood,  had  also  been  a  party  to  a  plot  for  assas- 
sinating the  English  queen.  These  considerations  have  not 
unnaturally  operated  on  men's  minds  against  the  victim  of 
Elizabeth's  crooked  and  cruel  policy  ;  and  it  is  an  unavoid- 
able consequence  of  sympathy  for  the  oppressed  being  weak- 
ened, that  the  hatred  of  the  oppressor  is  diminished  in  pro- 
portion. 

The  foregoing  statements  have  proceeded  upon  the  plan 
of  assuming  no  facts  as  true  respecting  the  conduct  either  of 
Mary  or  Elizabeth,  excepting  those  which  are  on  all  hands 
admitted,  and  which  have  indeed  never  been  denied,  either 
at  the  time  or  in  the  heats  engendered  by  subsequent  con- 
troversy. The  result  is  against  both  those  famous  Queens ; 
loading  the  memory  of  the  one  with  a  degree  of  infamy 
which  no  woman  of  ordinary  feeling  could  endure,  suV>ject- 
ing  the  other  to  the  gravest  charges  of  perfidy  and  injustice. 
But  it  would  be  giving  a  very  imperfect  view  of  JNIary's 
conduct  were  we  to  stop  at  these  admitted  facts. 

The  proofs  against  her  in  respect  of  Darnley's  murder, 
although  not  sufficient  to  convict  her  in  a  court  of  justice, 
are  quite  decisive  of  her  guilt,  when  the  question  is  pro- 
pounded as  one  of  historical  evidence.  Indeed  it  may  be 
safely  affirmed,  that  no  disputed  point  of  historical  fact  rests 
upon  stronger  evidence.     The  arguments  to  prove  the  letters 
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getiuin-  are  not  easily  resi.sted.  Mr.  Hume's  admirable 
summary  of  those  arjiiiinents  is  marly  conclusive.  The 
other  concurring  circumstances,  as  the  statements  of  Hoth- 
well  s  servants  at  their  execution,  are  also  very  strong.  But 
above  everythinji,  her  own  conduct  both  in  obstructing  all 
search  after  the  murderers,  and  in  immediately  marr)  ing 
their  ringleader,  seems  to  place  her  guilt  beyond  a  doubt. 
Even  this,  however,  is  not  all.  She  submitted  the  case  to  a 
solemn  investigation,  when  she  found  that  the  etl'ects  of  her 
infamy  were  fatal  to  her  party,  clouding  over  all  her  pro- 
spects of  success,  or  even  of  deliverance  ;  and  as  soon  as  the 
worst  part  of  the  charges  against  her  were  brought  forward, 
and  the  most  decisive  evidences  of  her  guilt  adduced,  the 
letters  under  her  own  hand,  she  did  not  meet  the  charge  or 
even  attempt  to  prove  the  writings  forgeries,  but  sought  shel- 
ter behind  general  protestations,  and  endeavoured  to  change 
the  inquiry  into  a  negotiation,  although  distinctly  warned 
that  such  a  conduct  of  her  case  was  flying  from  the  trial  to 
which  she  had  submitted,  and  must  prove  quite  demonstra- 
tive of  her  guilt. 

On  the  whole,  it  is  not  going  too  far  to  close  these  remarks 
with  Mr.  Hume's  observation,  that  there  are  three  descrip- 
tions of  men  who  must  be  considered  beyond  the  reach  of 
argument,  and  must  be  left  to  their  prejudices — an  English 
Whig,  who  asserts  the  reality  of  the  Popish  plot ;  an  Irish 
Catholic,  who  denies  the  massacre  in  1641;  and  a  Scotch 
Jacobite,  who  maintains  the  innocence  of  Queen  Mary. 

It  is,  however,  fit  that  a  remark  be  added  touching  the 
error  into  which  this  justly  celebrated  historian  has  fallen, 
and  which  shows  that  he  knew  very  little  of  what  legal  evi- 
dence is,  how  expertly  soever  he  might  deal  with  historical 
evidence.  After  enumerating  the  proofs  adduced  at  the  trial 
of  Mary's  accession  to  the  assassination  part  of  Babington's 
plot,  namely,  copies  taken  in  "Walsingham's  office  of  corre- 
spondence with  Babington ;  the  confessions  of  her  two  secre- 
taries, without  torture,  but  in  her  absence,  and  without  con- 
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fronting  or  ci'oss-examination  ;  Babingtou's  confession,  and 
the  confession  of  Ballard  and  Savage,  that  Babington  had 
shown  them  Mary's  letters  in  cipher, — the  historian  adds, 
that,  "  in  the  case  of  an  ordinary  criminal,  this  proof  would 
be  esteemed  legal  and  even  satisfactory,  if  not  opposed  by 
some  other  circumstances  which  shake  the  credit  of  the  wit- 
nesses." Nothing  can  betray  greater  ignorance  of  the  very 
first  principles  of  the  law  of  evidence.  The  witnesses  he 
speaks  of  do  not  even  exist ;  there  is  nothing  like  a  witness 
mentioned  in  his  enumeration  of  proofs ;  and  how  any  man 
of  Mr.  Hume's  acuteness  could  fancy  that  what  one  person 
confesses  behind  a  prisoner's  back  that  he  heard  a  third 
person  say  to  that  prisoner,  or  rather  that  this  third  person 
showed  him  ciphered  letters  not  produced  of  that  prisoner, 
could  be  anything  like  evidence  to  affect  him,  is  truly  asto- 
nishing, and  shows  how  dangerous  a  thing  it  is  for  the  artist 
most  expert  in  his  own  line  to  pronounce  an  opinion  on 
matters  beyond  it. 


END  OF  VOIi.   II. 


LONDON  ;   WILLIAM  CLOWES  AND  SONS,  STAMFORD  STREET. 


/If 
373 


THE  LIBRARY 
UNIVERSITY  OF  CALIFORNIA 

Santa  Barbara 


THIS  BOOK  IS  DUE  ON  THE  LAST  ] 
STAMPED  BELOW. 


>^v 


i 

*!& 

Ail 

^ 

J 

fnr. 

i 

Mjl 

I*-/" 


l^AAf: 


Fi  '        "^  * 


^PS^, 


Jl^ 


AAriiii',-^*^6A*A.ifc 


% 

B  M\  '1 

ill 


sj,^-  ;L, 


fa 


JA 


tMMMrmM 


N 


irM 


